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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The' folldiying materials have been colleed partly 
From knowledge, partly from church books, and partly 


From informations ; colledions from the two former 


may be-exact ; but thoſe from the other may not be ſo, 
becauſe old memories are unſafe records. If any 
ſhould diſcover errors and groe notice thereof to the 
editor, he will take the firſt opportunity to rectify 
tern ana be much obliged to the informers, 
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Advertiſement. 


HE compiler of the enſuing little volume and 

= of: eleven more on the fame ſubje&t wouldy 

» no doubt, have kept his volumes -to himfelc 

had not the motives whick induced him to compile 11- 

 dquced him alſo to publiſh. The motive to the tut 

= was, a deſire to know the american Baptiſts ; the ma- 

tive to the other was, an equat defire to make-them 

known one.to another ; and the grand motive to both 

Z 1s, a ſolicitude to unite them together and to ſettle ze 
ſome ufefnl means of intercourſe and familiarity be- 

# tween their churches, whereof there are'on this con- 

# tinent about 300 including the german Baptiſts:i---+- 

4 By the ſaid union is meant, an union of individuals 

= 1ato churches ſo that no baptized believers abide looſe 

/ and ſcattered (like the ſtones of the ſanfuary 1n the 
book cf Lamentation) as is now the caſe: 1m ſome 

> places; alſo, an union of thoſe churches (and of 6- 

} therchurches which have hitherto ftoodl by themielves) 

= into aſfociations in proper vicinities, which affocia- 

* tions may be multiplied ſo as to have one mm ever 

province ; and likewiſe, an union of thoſe afſoctations 

(like that of Ketokton and Warren) to the aſſociation 

of Philadelphia, which, - from its ftuation, muſt ever 

2 be central to the whole------ By the forementioned --, 

* means of intercourſe are to be underſtood, letters and y 
meſſengers from the-churches to their reſpeQive afſoc= = bg 


"S 


ations, and from thoſe affociations to their common 5 LEY 
center; and fram the center back to the affociations,.. $$. 2 
and theng the- churches, and fo todas 4-3 
Theſe neal vill not only be uſeful for receiving and 7 - 
returhing itelligence, mutual advice, help $c- bug 
alſo for © knitting together” the ſeveral parts. of the: 
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viſible baptiſt church on this continent, as the parts + 
of the natural body are by ** joints and bands. Gal, ® 
It. 19, This proje& is not a new one, but was be- R 38 
gun in the year 1765 when the chuxches,to the weſt of # ,A 
Philadelphia formed themſelves into an affociation at & de 
Ketokton in Virginia ; and was furthered in 1769 ® ne 
when' the churches to the eaſt of Philadelphia did the © 
ſame at Warren in Rhodeiſland government, both a- 
dopting the-philadelphian plan and- engaging- to; uſe 
the means of union and intercourſe before Jeleribed. 
'The thing 1s practicable, as appears by five years tri- 7 
al ; and withal, moſt .beneficial, as might be proved 7 
by variety of examples. What remains is only to © 
_ perfect what has been begun. In order to which the ® 
tollowing things have been judged requiſite x 


I That the affociation of Philadelphia be embodied 4 ſt 
by charter ; and that one perſon from every provin- 7 / P 
cial affociation be made a member of that enchartered ® b 

=, 


body 


2 That an able preach appointed to viſit alt } T 
the churches in the chara&er and office of an Evan- 
GELIEST ; and a ſufficient fund raiſed to defray his 
expences. Such a fund was ſet on foot in Philadel- 
Phia in 1766, and is increaſing every year 


3 That the nature of aſſociations among the Bap- 

. tiſts be made public. Something of the kind was at- * 
tempted _in--1769 under the title of THE $SENT1- % 

MENTS AND PLAN OF THE WARREN ASSOCI- - 
ATION ; wherein it is ſhown that they are only ap- 7 
VISORY COUNCILS, diſclaiming all juriſdiftion 7 

_ and power and every thing elſe, which + S 

- the rights of particular churches or titofe 
judgment ; and herein they differ from all 
of the kind known by the ſame or othe 


h with 7 


4 That all the. baptiſt churches fro wg Nova Scotia 
. to Georgia be made ſuſhciently known one to another ; 
for it hath been found by experience that a want of 
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al. 3 poſed deſign. To remedy which (as hinted be ore) 
® 1s the end of publiſhing the fo!lowing httle volumes:* 
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| this Bad of knowledge hath much retarded the IT 


7 And it is preſumed the publication will be found a- 


dequate to the deſign; andwill alſs prefervE ſome a- 
necdotes, chronologies and fats which otherwiſe would 
have periſhed with the looſe papers from which many 
were taken, or with the death of ancient people who 
communicated others from memory. 'The publiſher 
well knows that the work wants all the apologies he 
can make both for it, and the price. As to the Jaſt he 
only takes leave tp obſerve that he has not ſtruck off 
many copies, but juſt enow to furmſh every baptiſt 
church with fe Had he intended to fell to eve 

one that would buy he would have enlarged the edi- 
tion and ſo have reduced the price. - If the books 
ſhould not be valuable they will be ſcarce. As to a- 


/ ; pologier for the work itſelf he will not attempt any, 


being firmly of opinion that if he ſhould loſe any re- 
putation by it he cannot loſe it in a better way than 
m endeavouring to promote the _— intereſt ; which, 
im his judgment, is the intereſt of chriſt above any in 
chriftendom. Whoever finds fanit with the perfor- 
mance will thereby intimate that he 1s able to ſupply 
its defefts and corrett its - errors 3 and 1f he will do 
both or either the author would be well pleaſed ſhould 
every reader be a fault-fander. 


s Laftly, that the terms of the propoſed union 
ſhould be ſo general as not to preclude any baptiſt 
church of fair chara&er, though differing from others 
m wneſſential points ot faith or order. Prattiſing be- 
lever's-baptifm 1s our denominating article. If this 
be taken away we ſhall differ from the Independents in 
no *point whatſoever. And the one thing which 
di{tmgyiſhes us from every ſet of chiiſtians, and 
made, ecps us a ſeparxte and diſtint body of 
I e would think, a ſufficient ground of u- 
, ourſelves, excepting only where this 
eld in unrnighteouſneſs”” 


« truth is 


o 


( iv.) 


I fear this volume will be deemed a heap of dry re-' 
cords without a ſufficient number of anecdotes to give": 
t1em a reliſh ; this is owing to the peace and liberty } 
winch the Baptiſts have ever enjoyed in Pennſylvania... # 
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In other provinces they have had their troubles which ® - 


will maks ther hiſtory intereſtmg to every reader... | ? 


N. B. The fecond part of this on- 7, 


lume will be gelivered to the purchaſers. 


ef the firſt part as ſoon as poſſible, they | 


Sending therr names -and-places of absde C 


io the publiſher. The price the ſame - be 
with” the price-of the firſt part viz n 
| C 


” guarter of dollar 
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HE Baptiſts in Pennſylvania may be 
diſtinguiſhed into BRITISH and GER» 
' Iman ; the Britiſh again into FIRSTDAY BAP; 

ppp and SEVENTHDAY BAPTISTS; and the 

Germun into TUNCKERS and MENNONISTS 2 

with which muſt be mentioned the xKE1THIAN 

BAPTISTS, though now extin&, becauſe the 

Zabbatarians originated from them, 
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"Treats of the Britiſh Baptiſts in Penn- 


ſt ſytoama, Who obJerve the firſt day of 
_ the week for ſabbath. 
de - 


Taz faith and order of theſe people may 
1e - be ſeen in the confeſhon, catechiſm and treatiſe 
Zz _ of diſcipline which they adopted 1 in their af- 
fociation held at Philadelphia in the year 1742. 
: The confeſſion (with addition only of article 
' xxu1 and xxx1) 1s that publiſhed in London in 


$ 4 1689 by a hundred congregations, and there- - 
2 fore called the Century confeſſion. The cates 


| chiſm is that which bears the name of Benja- 
7 min Keach, publiſhed im London in 1699, 
2 The treatiſe - diſcipline | is, in effet, the ſame 
F with that publiſhed in London in 1697 and 
ſtyled, « Th he glory of a true church, and its 
a EE diſplay'd,* By theſe books 1t ap 
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pears that they are Independents with reference 
 tothurch government, and Catvinifts with rt 
TpeR to dodrines ; and theſe- laſt, I may add, 
ſo. univerſally that the diſtinftions of general and 
particular Baptiſts have no place, among them. 
Of theſe there are ten churches which we ſhall 
treat according td ſeniority, and therefore be» 
gn with 


TH1s is the firſt church in the province of 
any note and permanency; for that gathered 
at Coldſpring in 1684 broke up in 1102, It is 
* diſttnguifhed from its ſiſter churches by the a- 
bove name of Penpepek- (formerly written Pem- 
Mepeta). which 1s the name of a little river 
running near the place of worſhip, The houſe 
is a neat ſtone building, 33 feet by 3o, with 
pews, galleries anda ſtove, In 'one corner of 
it ſtands the pulpit, and the galleries in the op- 
Polite angles which is worth noticing, becauſe 
Hereby are remedied the uſual inconveniences 
attending galleries in ſmall places of - worſhip, 
'The-houſe was erected in 1707 on a lot of one 
acre, the gift of Rev. ' Samuel] Jones, in the 
townſbip of Lowerdublin, county of Philadel- 
- .Phia, eleven miles xEhn from the city. To 
ſaid lot have been added three acres ; one by 
the gift of Mr, George Eaton, the other by 

rchas of the church, whereon are convent- 
ent ſtables, and a fine grove affording ſhade in 
Jammer and fire wood in winter. - Beſides the . 

above mentioned acres there are other legacies, 
' beſtowed on this church (1) Hundred pounds -. | 
phe gift of Peter Dufficld (2) Five pounds the ** 


Bu b2. 
"gift of Mr. George Eaton (3) Twenty five 
- pounds the pift of ſundry perſons. With theſe 
helps the living is reputed worth 5o 1. a year 
to the preſent miniſter, Rev. Samuel Jones. 
The families belonging to the place are about 
45 whereof 50 perſons are baptized and inthe 
communion of the church, Their names * 
are below, 'This was their ſtate in 19440, A 
retroſpe& of it will Iead pretty far back into 
the laſt century when it originated in the fot 
towing manner, About the year 1686, one 
John Eaton, .George Eaton and Jane his wite, 
Sarah Eaton and Samuel Jones (members of a 
baptiſt church reſiding in -: nddewi and 
Nantmel in Radnorfhire' whe-+ ., Rev, Henry 
Gregory was overſeer), alſo John Baker (mem- 
| ber of a church in Kilkenny in Ireland whereof 
Rev. Chriſtopher Blackwell was paſtor), and 
one Samuel Vaus from England arrived, and 
ſettled on the* banks of Pennepek, In the 
year 1687 Rev, Ehas Keach of London came 


* Alexander Edwards Eſq. and Thomas Webſter deat. 
John Holms, James Dungan, Joſeph Miles, George 
Northrop, George Eaton, . Richard Richardſon, William 
Ward, P. P. Vanhorn, John Vincent, Benj. Town, 
John de Nyce, Johan Wright, Joſeph Bull, Thomas 
Marple, Joſeph Bean, Ann Edwards, Jane Holms, Ma- 
ry Eaton, Suſannah Webſter, Sarah Marſhal, Elizabeth 
Swift, Margarct Vanhorn, Elizabeth Barrows, Elizabeth 
ackſon, Elizabeth Northrop, Mary Edwards, Sarah 
ſton, Catherine Eaton, Mary Richardſon, Elizabeth . 
Watts, - Rebecka Evans, Elizabeth Foſter, -Mary de 
Normandy, Mary Ward, Mary Vincenty Deborah Ingles, 
"Catherine Richardſon, Mary. Eaton, Pleaſant Oldale, Sa- 
rah Brock, Hannah Britain, Janede Nyce, Mary Taggor, 
Ann Foſter, Rachel Wright, Martha Edwards, Maztha 
; Eaton, Mary Powell. : < .. £2 


- 
- » + 
+». F 


| 
a. 
is 
L 'T 
: , 
þ \ 
X \ go 
F- 
- 6 
d if 
: : 
= 
"= 


O-=- 
. 


, \ 5 #4 >, das, She © $6 "Je: P Ra. 
2 ; 4 A, , 9 . 
a. _ a+ l &y I. 
o . - 
5 " : - 

% Y - 

. *, a hy % ' - —_— n #45 . _ _ ” * 
DOES TE ST TO ug er Ae 274» 5: 
WF EF te”. 6.0 ; al ads Eon PE EIT "IT © If . 

- " tim _ 1 : ” a» - 
: ., 
— T7 
o . 


- "off "+ 
47 


«4 $44 


” - 
- 
of 


- þ l 
ww 
” - 
- 
,* * » 


(.8.) 

_ among them and baptized one Joſeph Afhton 
and Jane his wife, Willam Fiſher and John 
Watts which increaſed their number to twelve 


ſouls. including the miniſter, Theſe twelve 
did by mutual conſent form themſelves into a 


church 1n the month of January 1688, chool: | 


.ing Mr. Keach to be their miniſter, and Samuel 
Vaus to be deacon. Soon after, the few e« 


migrated Baptiſts in this province and Weſt- 


.jerley did join them ; allo thoſe whom Mr. 
Keach baptized at the Falls, Coldfpring, Bur- 
lington, Cohanſey, Salem, Pennineck, Cheſ- 
ter, Philadelphia, &. They 


nance quarterly at Burlington, Cohanſey, 
Cheſter and Philadelphia ; which quarterly 
meetings have fince transformed into three 
yearly meetings and an aflociation, "Thus, 
for ſome time, continued their zion with 


lengthened cords till the brethren in remote | 
parts ſet about forming themſelves into dif-/ | 
tint churches which began in 1699 and con- | 
By theſe detachments | 
 Pennepek was reduced” to narrow bounds, but 


tinued till of late years, 


yet abides among the churches as a mother in 
the midſt of many daughters. Various have 
been the dithculties they paſſed. through for a 


courſe of 82 years; but having obtained help | 
of God continue to this day, and are4n a.com- 


fortable ſituation-nnder the, care of their pre» 
ſent worthy paſtor. At their ſettlement and 


during the adminiſtration of Mr. Keach they 
were the ſame_as now with reſpe& to faith and 


were all one | 
church, and Pennepek the center of union $ 
where as many, as could, met to celebrate the * 
memorials of Chriſt's death ; and for the ſake | 
of diſtant members they adminiſtred - the 'ordi- # 
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(9) 
order ; 'but when their number increaſed, and 
emigrants from differing churches in Europe 
incorporated with them diviſions began to take 
place about” various things, ſuch as abſolute 
E predeſtination ; leſing Vo of hands ; diftri- 
buting the elements ; ſmgmg pſalms ; ſeventh- 
day ſabbath, &c. which threw the body eccleſt- 
aſtic into a fever, In the year 1447 a tumult 
aroſe about the choice of a miniſter which 1{- 
ſued in a feparation. But this and the other ma- 
8 ladies healed when the peccant humours had 
Z been purged off, and the defign of providence 
2 accompliſhed ; which defign is expreſted in 
7 theſe notable words, There muft be diviſions a- 
* -mong you' that they who are approved may be made 
manifeſ}. 1 Cor. xi, 19, The firſt miniſter they: 
2 had was the | 
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Rev, Elias Keach, 


Z . Hz was ſon of the famous Benj, Keach, of 
# London. ' Arrived in this country a very wild 
" & ſpark about the year 1686. On his landing he 
3 drefled in black and wore a band in'order to 
E paſs for.a miniſter, The proje& ſucceeded to 
his wiſhes, and many people reſorted to hear 
the young London divine. He performed well” 
enough till he had advanced pretty far in the 
_ ſermon, Then, ſtopping ſhort, looked like a 
{ man aſtoniſhed. The audience concluded he 
had been ſeized with a ſudden diforder-; (but, 
on aſking what the matter was, received from 
him a confeſſion of the impoſture with tears in 
his eyes and much trembling, Great was his 
diſtreſs thongh it ended happily ; for from this 
time dated he his converſion, He heard there 
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From Coldfpring 


| Mar 


Had ſix children ; im all 3s. 
\ Hances and-offspring of theſe would tend towards an end- 


(ie 3 - 


_ was A Baptiſt miniſter at Coldſpring in Bucks 


county between Briſtol and Trentown. To 
him did he repair to ſeek counſel and comfort ; 


_ and by him was he baptized and, ordained, 


The miniſter's name was Thomas Dungan. * 
Mr. Keach came to Penne- 
pek and ſettled a church there as before relat- 
ed ; and thence travelled through Pennſylva- 
nia and the Jerſtes preaching the goſpel in the 


wilderneſs with great ſucceſs, in ſo much that | 


he may be conſidered as the chief apoſtle of the 
Baptiſts in theſe parts of America. 


He and | 


his family embarked for old England early in | 


the ſpring of the year 1692, after having re- 


* Of this venerable father IT can learn no more than 
that he_came from Rhodeiſland about the year 1684. 


That he and his family ſettled at Coldſpring where he ga-- 


thered a church, of which nothing remains but a grave 
yard and the names of the families which belonged to it 
viz. the Dungans, Gardners, Woods, Doyls, &c, That 
he died in 1688 and was buried in ſaid grave yard. That 
his children were five ſous and four daughters (1) Willt- 


ai, who married into the. Whing -g/ of Rhodeiſland *' 


and had five children (2) Clement, who died childleſs 
(3) Thomas, who married into the Drake family and 
had nine children, (4) 
fame family and had eight children (5s) Elizabeth, who 
married into the Weſt tamily and had four children (6) 
who marriedinto the Richards family and had three 
children (7) John, who died childleſs (8) Rebecka, who 


* married into the Doyle family and had-three children (9) 


Sarah, who married into the family of the Kerrels and 


To mention the names, al- 


leſs genealogy. Sufficeth it, That the Rev. Thomas 


Dungan (the firſt baptiſt miniſter in” the province) now. 
exiſteth in a progeny of between fix and ſeven hundred, - 


eremiah, who married into the | 
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ſigned the care of the church for a conſidera- 


* ble time before to the 


Rev. John Watts. 


He was born Nov, 3, 1661 at Lydd * in the 
county of Kent, Came to this country about-the 
year 1686, Was baptized at Pennepek Nov. 


# 21, 1687. Called to the miniſtry 1n 1688. 
® Took on him the care of-the church in 1690. 


Continued in the care-thereof to Aug. 27, 1702 


= when he-died of the ſmall pox and was buried 
at Pennepek, having had Mr. Samuel Jones to 
# his afliftant. He married; Sarah Eaton, by 


Z whom he had-children, Elizabeth, Sarah, Ma- - 
E ry, Deborah, Elias and Stephen. Stephen is 


yet alive. 'The ſons married 'into the Roberts 


| and Melchior families, and the daughters into 
'# the families of the Yerkes, Davis, Shulls and 
7 Ingles and have raiſed him twenty nine grand 


: & children, and theſe another generation of be- 
- & tween fifty and ſixty. Mr. Watts was aſound 


# divine, and a man of ſome learning as appears 
iz by a book * he wrote*® entitled Davis Diſabled. 


CY 


--* The paper from which I took the above aceount is 
ſo illegible that I' cannot be ſure whether the place of his 


—_— ſhould be read Lydd or Leed or ſomething like 
either, | | 


* The book whereto Mr. Watts's piece was an anſwer 
was publiſhed in 1500 and entitled Feſus the crucified 
man, -the eternal ſon of God, The main doctrine in this 


| book is ©* That the divine nature and the human were 


** ſoblended in the perſon of Chriſt that he was not pro- 


- © perly God nor'properly man but a compound of both.” 


The author, Mr. William Davis, had been a Quaker 


| (cn, 
There was an order for prifiting this book dated # 
Aug. 3, 1105, but it was not executed, The 3 
manuſcript is in my peſſeſliton. He alto com- | 
poſed a catechiſm' or little ſyſtem of divinity | 
which was' publiſhed in 1700, but of it I have 
t yet obtained a'copy. His ſucceſſor was the | 


Rev. Evan Morgan. 


Hz came to this country very early and wag Þ 
a ſmart.” a knowing, and a prons man. He F 


broke off from the Quakers along with many 


others of Keith's party m 1691. Was baptized } 
in 1699 by one Thomas Rutter, and the ſame | 
year, renouncing the reliques of Quakeriſm, | 
was received into the church, In 1102 he way 
called to the miniſtry, and ordained OR. 23, 
1906. by Rev, meſſieurs Thomas Griffiths and 

homas Killingworth. He died Feb. 16, 1509 
and was buried at Pennepek, after having had 


preacher. He broke off from them in the grand ſeparas 
tion of 1691 along with George Keith,- and was one* of 
the forty eight who ſigned the reaſons and cauſes of 
that ſeparation. In 1697 he embraced the principles of 
the Baptiſts and 'was baptized at Philadelphia by Rev, 
Thomas Killingworth of Cohanſey. The ſame year he 
joined Pennepek church where he began to inculcate the 
- above mentioned dofQtrine with great afliduity ; but they 
decming it hereſy did, after a firſt and fecond admonition 
to no purpoſe, expel him Feb. 17, 1698. After that he 
-joined a ſociety of Keithians kept at the houſe of Abra- 
ham Pratt in the neighbourhood of Pennepek (ſome of 
_ which-had been baptized the year before), and with many 
of thera became a ſeventhday Baptiſt. He continued to | 

preach to them- till he went to - Weſterly in Rhodeifland 
* government in 1911, where he abode to 1724 and thence 
returned to the Jerfies where he. died, After leaving * 


Weſterly he wrote a letter to - the people there and print». 
e&d it, whercin he complains of very ill ufage from hen; 
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the joint care of thechurch for upwards of two 
| years, His wife's name was Mary - Swift by 
2 whom he had a daughter named Frances who 
Z married Richard Hall and bore him a ſon who 
- © is yet alive and married to Suſannah Edge. 
, & Her ſecond huſband was Joſeph Fiſher, by 
Z whom ſhe had children Iſabella, Mary and 

Martha who married into the Leech, Green 

and Hall families. Mr, Morgan's ſueceffor, 
& who had alſo been his colleague, was the 


% | VU wer 
=, 


= Rev. Samuel Jones. 


>. -»xf 
EP. 


| 3 Hzr was born July. 9, 1657, in the: pariſh 
3 of Llanddewi and the county of Radnor, 
23 Came to this country about 1686. : Called to 
,_ ©. the miniſtry-in 1697,  Ordained OR. 23, 1706, 

Z.at which. time he. took part of the-miniſtry 
_& with Mr. Evan Morgan, He died Feb:-3, 
1722 and was buried at Pennepek, His chit 
2 dren died before him. He had Mr. John Hart 
#Z * and others to his afliſtants. The ground on 

& which the meeting-houſe Rtands was given by 
| & him. He alſo gave for the uſe of the meeting - 
3 Pool's annot. 2 vol. Burkit's -annot. x vol. 


7 Keach on the parables and Biſhop's body of di- 


* Mr. John Hart was born Nov. -16, 1651 at Whit- 
ney in Oxfordſhire, Came to this country early, and 
preached among the Quakers to 1691 ; at which time he 
ſeparated with George Kenth, and was one of the 48 who 
# lgned the reaſons of that ſeparation. From the ſepara- 
$ fon in 1691 he preached to a ſociety of Keithians, ameet- 
ing at the houſe of John Swift in Southampton, Bucks 
county. About - 1697 he, - and fome of the ſociety, 
embraced the principles of the Baptiſts. The ordinance 
was adminiſtred to them by one Thomas Rutter, In ry0z 
he and the focicty joincd Pcanepck. Mr. Hart was not 


named. His ſucceſior was. 


( 14 ) 
vinity, &, His ſucceſſor, who alſo had been 
| his colleague, was 


Rev. Foſeph Wied. 


He was born in the year r659 near Hull in 
Yorkſhire, Came to this country about 1684. 
Baptized by Mr. Keach at Burlington Jul. 24, 
1691, Ordained Sept, 25, 1408, at which 
time he took part of the miniſtry with Mr. E- 


van Morgan and Mr. Samuel Jones. He died 


Sept. 15. 1747 and was buried” at Coldſpring.. 
His children were Joſeph, Jabez, Joſiah, Ta- 


. bitha, Benjamin, John, Samnel, William'and 
Hannah. Mr.' Wood was reckoned a good 


preacher ; but in the latter part of life his- uſe- 
fulneſs was much leflened by ſome family and 
perſonal unhappineſs, better concealed than 


Rev. Abel Morgan. 


Hz was born in the year 1637, at a place 
called A/{zgoch in- the pariſh of Llanwenog and 
county of Carmarthen, Entered on the mini1- 
firy in- the nineteenth- year of his age, Was 
ordained at Blaenegwent in Monmouthſhire, 


Arrived is this country Feb: 14. 1711. Reſi- 


ordained ; but was reckoned a good preacner and a moſt 


ol 
= 
\ 
*. - 
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pious Chriſtian. The laſt words he uttered were, Now 
1 bnow to @ demonſtration that Chriſt died to ſave me! His 
wife's name was Suſannah Ruſh;"by whom he had chil- 
dren, John, Joſeph;- Thomas, p| ofiah and Mary. Theſe 
formed alliances with the Criſpin, Miles, Paulin and 
Oy ns families and have raiſed him upwards of 2c grant. 
chil en, . X | , Y 0 
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ded ſome time at Philadelphia, and then re- 
moved-to Pennepek, Took on him the care of 
the church as ſoon as he landed ; and 'conti- 
nued therein to his death, which come to paſs 
Dec. 16, 1722. He was buried in the grave 
yard of Philadelphia, where a ſtone is erected 
to his memory. His firſt wife was Pricilla 
Powell of Abergavenny. - His ſecond, -Martha 
Burrows, His third, the widow Gooding, 
daughter of the reverend "Thomas Griffiths. 
She is yet alive under the name of Fulton. 
By the firſt he had, Jane; by the third, Rachel, 
Abel, Samuel and Enoch. Theſe married in- 
to the Holms, Howell, Sprogle and Keen fa- 
milies, and have raiſed him 16 grend children, 
Mr. Abel Morgan was a great and good man, 
and is held in -dear remembrance by all that 
knew him. He compiled a folio concordance” 
to the Welſh bible, printed at Philadelphia in 
1730. Tranſlated the Century confeſſion to Welſh, 
and added thereto article the xxi1 and xxxi, 
Several other pieces of his are yet extant in 
manuſcripts. His ſucceflor was 


Rev. Jenkin Jones, 


He, became miniſter of this church in the year 
1725 which was near three years after Mr: Mor- ' 
van's deceaſe, and had Mr. William Kinner- * 
fey * to his afliftant, Mr. Wood was yet a» 


4 


| * Mr. William Kinnerfley was born" n 1669 at a 
place called the Lynch near Leominſter, in Erdsficld pa- 
riſh and county of Hereford. His wife was Sarah Turner - 
\ 5 Rofs, in the ſame county, by whom ke had children, 


; 


live but not very EY of ſerving the church. 


He continued in the care thereof -for upwards 
of - twenty years, and then reſigned it, to 
become the miniſter of Philadelphia church 
where we {hall fay more of him. His ſuccef- 
ſor was 


Rev, Peter Peterſon Vanhorn. 


Hz was born, Auguſt- the 24th, 1919, at 
Middletown. in Bucks county, and was bred: a 
Lutheran. Embraced the ' principles of the 
Baptiſts: Sept. 6,' 1741. Ordained- June 18, 


1747. Continued wthe overſight of the church | 


to 1762 when he reſigned; and ſettled at the 
Newmills in the Jerſey. His aſfiſtant' was Mr. 
George:;Eaton * , His wite is Margaret Mar- 

tall by whom be bas children; Ts: Ga- 


Ebenezer and Mary, ' who married into the Dnfheld and 
Hubbs families, arid have raiſed him eight grand children. 
He; came to' America Sept. 12, I 714+” Was an exhorter 
in the chnrch of Tuxbery, /but-was never ordained. He 
exerciſed his talent in at capacity with acceptance to 
Feb. 13. 1734 when be dicd, and- was buried at Penne-« 


peck. 


* Mr. George Eaton was never ordained but only aus 
thoriſed taypreach as 'an exhorter abont "the year” 1734, 
which he continued to do with acceptance tq his death in 
Jul. r, 1964. . He married Mary Dayis by whom hethad 


chitdren, George; Peter, John, Sarah and James. Theſe 


married into the T aylor, Morris, Harris, Grays and 
Huntſman families, and have raiſed him 28 grand children, 


. His ſecond wife -was Martha -Griffiths who is yet alive; | 
He beſtowed on the church x I, and an/acre of land; and 


is buried at Pennepek where a tombſtone is erctted' tO lus 
memory by his ſurviving and pious widows | 


þ Þ 1 5 (66 yy a by. Bac Ac oo: ca. bu 


ww + woes wet. 4 


males off. The third at Liwtlecreek hundre 


69) 
briel, Peter, Aaron, Thomas, Elizabeth; Mar- 
that, Charles. .His ſuccelſor i iS | 


Rev: Sama? Trl, A M. 


Hs. was born Jan. 14, 1735, at a EEO 
called Cefer y Gelli in Bettus pariſh : in Glamor- 
ganſhire.” 'Came'to America 'in 1937. Bred: 
atthe college of Philadelphia. Ordained Jan. 
$; 1767; at which time he commenced  mini- 
fter of Pennepek"and'Southamptore, © He mar-' 
ried SyIvia-Spicer of Capemay by whom: he has 
a ſon named Thomas, - Mr. Jones's ordination: 
fermon was printed-; together with a charge 
given him, and a hiflepinnl narrative- of the 
manner in which the folemnity was conducted. 

-- The next church to Peninepek, in order of 
time, is  * | | 


WELSHTRACT:. 


Tas is diſtinguiſhed by the above name, 
which is thename of a parcel of land ſfurround- 
ing the place of worſhip, in the hundred! of 
Pencader and. county of Newcaſtle, 45 miles 

$8 wqs' from Philadelphia, The houſes a neat 
brick, building, 40 feet by 30, with. ſeats, 2 
ſtove, and a jacent ſtables. , It ſtan a lot. 
of high ground, containing fix acres, the gift 
of Hu and formed into an angle by. 
the running. of Ironhill brook -.irito Chriſtiana, 


 river,. *-Here the three branches of the Church 


meet 'on the firſt Sunday 'in the month 10 cele< 
brate the” Lord's-ſupper. : "One branch reſide 
nar ; the other- in London-britain townſhip 


EENED F ) 

in the ecunty of Kent, about 32 miles diſtant ; 
in each of which places is a meeting houſe. 
The temporalities of this church are (1) Two 
hundred pounds the gift 'of Thomas Edmunds 
(2) A plantation of 116 acres the gift of Hugh 

orris (3) Twelve pounds the gift of Mary 
Williams, With theſe helps it is propoſed the 
living ſhall be worth 1001. a year. The church 
is. now in its widowed ſtate ; but ſupplied by 
Mr, John Davis ſon of their-late miniſter, who 
1523 ſenfible man, bred in the callege ot Phila- 
delphia, and abaut removing to Boſton. The 
_ families belonging to the place are about 100, 

whereof 107 * perſons are baptized and in the 
cormunion of the church. This was the ſtate 


_ * Tfaiah Lewis and David Evans, deqc. Themas James, 
Eſq. Thomas M*Kim, Eſq. John Evans, Eſq. William 


Buckingham, William Buckingham, jun. John Bucking- 
ham, John Bowen, Thomas Davis, John Davis, Tho- 
mag Jones, Joſeph Gardner, Abel Davis, Daniel Davis, 
William Eynon, Joſeph Price, Lewis German, Benja- 
min Jopes, Daniel Griffiths, David Hughs, Hugh Glaſ- 
Foxd, Iſaac Hughs, Jacob John, James Jones, William 
= es, Jacob Lemmon, Richard Lemmon, fohn Toyn- 

d, James Williams, Edward Miles, John Morgan, 
John Ck, Enoch Mor gan, James Mundle, As» 
] exander M*Kim, Themas- Robiſon, Morris Thomas, 
Ni _ Paine, Jane Buc Fingham, J ane Bowen, Anne 
=, onham, bags "Fay Ruth Cloud, 


y, Mary Cann, Mary Clark, Mar Ro- 

gares Morphy, Eſther Rees, Hanwah avis, 
{49 Navis, Elepor Davis, FEAST Color Price, 
Hannah Eynon, Jane Evaps Eyans, Rachel Fy- 
ris, MEA Evans, Rachel ed Mary, Giiilks,- A- 
it Giles, Elizabeth Prichard, Margaret Wilkaws; 


Hannah, D 
wh, ek ph6 ed annab Janes, 


ak Jon Jay Jens Jin: Joe Lee 
Watſen, 26009 Watſon,. Jane Williams, Debg- 


| 
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6f WelfttraQ it- the year 1970- - Theif Rats 
from that time fo' their original will lead us 
back to the beginning of the century and acroſs 
the Atlantick to Wales where it originated in 
the following mariner, ' In the ſpring of the 
year 1501 ſeveral baptiſt acquaintance * in 'the 
counties of Carmarthen and. Pembroke reſ6lyed 
to go to America, And ab one of the compa» 
ny was a miniſter they wefe adviſed to form 
themſelves into a church, They did'ſo. | The 
mitrument of their confederation is ſtill extant 
but without a date, Their names were, Rev. 
Thomas Griffiths, Griffith Nicholas, Evan Ed- 
munds, John Edwards, Eliſha Thomas, Enoch 
Morgan, Richard Daws, James Davis, Eliza» 
beth Griftiths, Lucy Edmunds, Mary Jones; 
Mary Thomas, Elizabeth Grifiths, Jennet Da- 
vis, Margaret Mathias, Judith Morris, - Theſe 
16, which may be ſtyled: a church* emigrant; 
met at Milford haven in the month of June 
1501, and embarked on bogrd' the good ſhim 
" Jamer and Maty ; and on the eighth of Sep- 
tember following landed av Fliladelpliia, The 
brethren there treited thei courteoully, and 
adviſed thera to ſettle about: Pennepek. Thi- 
ther they went, and there continned for about 
a year and a half; during which time 21 per- 
{ons joined them, But finding it -inconveni- 
ent to! abide about Pennepek they Wrchaſed 


yah "Whitten,. Sarah | Fones,. Elizabeth Lemtnon, Mary 
Lewis, Sarah» Mites, Sazzh Miles, jun. Mary Morgan, 
Hannah M*Cormick, Margaret Morgan, Margaret Mun- 
dle, Rachel Morriſon, Ekzabeth Morgan, Agnis M*Kim, 
-Sarali Oborn, Cathetine Rees, Mary Roberts, Elizabeth 
Robiſon, Mary Rhodewell, Jane Rowland, Mary Tho- 
mas, Mary" Themas, jun. Hannah Thomas, Elizabeth 
Singleton, Rey. Robert Lemmon, 
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land in the county of - Newcaſtle and gave it 
the name of Wel/htra?,” Thither they removed 
in the ſpring of 1103 and the ſame year built a 
meeting houſe on the ſpot where the preſent 
ſtands, . This removal left ſome of their mem- 
bers near Pennepek, and took ſome of the Pen- 
nepek , members to Welſhtrat ; yet neither 
could commune with - their neighbours by rea- 


fon of difference about laying or of hands ; (the 


church of Pennepek being grown indifferent a- 
bout the rite ; but that of Welſhtra& deeming 
it prerequifite to the communion of ſaints.) 
To remedy this inconvenience. both churches 
appointed deputies to compromiſe matters as 
well as they could, who met to the. number of 
24 at the houſe of Richard Miles, \ June 22. 
1706, in the townſhip of Radnor and county of 
Chefter. The iffue of the meeting was an a- 
greement (1) That the members of either church 
might tranſiently commune with the other, but 
Qot be received 1gto memberſhip (2) That the 
votartes of the rite might freely converſe on 
the ſubje&, and that the reſt would hear. . Con- 
viction followed ; for within three years after 
we read that ſome miniſters and about 55 pri- 
vate perſons ſubmitted to the ordinance, No 
very reinarkable events have happened in this 
church for a courſe of 69 years, except two 
diviſionsFand diviſions muſt be) which have 


been pretty well healed long ago. Four _ 
may be ſaid in commendation of theſe people 
{1) They were the firſt who received. the Centu- 
ry confeſſion which was ſubſcribed by 122 of 
them in the year 1716, with addition. of arti- 
cle- the xxiii and xxxi. It had been tranſlated 


for their uſe by Mr. 4be! Morgan (2) They 


M{AOO OO Ongntlg mb wHh.9 0 


OW SL oa AD KORN tht » 4 - 


wv! re] hp 


( 23 } 


were means of enlightening man fouehing the 
nature and obligation of the lidance of lay» 
ing on of hands after baptiſm (3) They main- 
tained ſtrict diſcipline (4) They were cxat in 
keeping records ; though hereafter they will be. 
of no ſervice as they were written in Well 
down to the. year 1732. The miniſtry of this 
church hath been. filled with great and: 
men: who have been as uſeful and have ſup- 
ported the ſacred charatter as well as any 
of clergy in America, 'The firſt was 


Rev. Thomas Griffiths. 


{ct 


- 


Hz was born, 1645, in Llanfernach pariſh 
and county of Pembroke. Took on him- the 
care of the church at their conſtitution. in. 1701. 
Arrived with thera in this country Sept. $, 
xX701. Died and was buried at Pennepek July 
25, 1925. His childrens names were. Eliza 
beth, Sanmel, Iſaac, Mary, . hadith. Theſe 
married mte the families of the Trueax, Good» 
ing and Morgan and have raiſed him 18 grand 
children ; and theſe thirty nine great grand 
children moſt of them alive under the names of 
Loyds, Wards, Holms, Halls, Likings, Mo#- 
gans, Howells, Grifhths. His daughter Ju- 
dith is yet alive, and widow of Mr. Fulton. 
His.ſucceffor, who had been his coll.ague, was 


Rev, El ifha Thomas. 


| Hs was born in Carmarthenſhire in-1674. - 
- Arrived in this country September 8, 140t. 
Took on him the care of the church, July 25, 


1725, Died Nov. 7, 1330, and was buried at 
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elſktra, when > G1 is ereRted to his Mes 
> He hd ghters. Rachel and 


Sarah. *Þ "3 | 3s" yet © ive and widow of 
the Rev; David Davis. Her firſt hnſband was 
of the Jones family by whom ſhe had a daugh- 


ter (now nivivied to John Evans, Efq.) who 
has children, John, Rees, Mary, "Ofwell, 
The ſecond diwugh married into the fzmily 

of the James *and went to Carolina, whe 
fome. of her offs * Exiſt to' this day. Mr: 
Griffiths's ſucceffor, who alfo had been his 


OY. was 


Rev Erect Morgen. 
-*H# was born in 1 656 at a place' called Atte- 


re in'the #ariſh of Llanwenog and county of 


Cardigan. Arrived in this country Sept. 8, 
1701. Took on him the ſole care of the church 
Nov. 7, 1730, Died, Mar. 25, 1940, and was 
buried at: Welſhtra&t where a tomb is ereQted 
to his memory, His widow 1s yet alive, By 


Her he had children, Abel (now miniſter of 


Middletown. and unmarried), Eſther and E- 
noch who married into. the Douglas and 
flowell families and have raiſed him many 
grand children. His ſucceffor, who alſo had 
been his colleague, was 


Rev. Owen Thomas. 


He was born in 1691 at a place called Gavr- 
_ygodllys in Cilmanllwyd pariſh -and—county- 
of Pembroke in Wales. Came to America - 
1707. Toak on him the care of the church 
Mar. 25, 1740, Continued ma the care there- 
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{ this country in. the year 1710. | Aﬀſumed the 
{ care of the:church May 25, 1748. ' Continued 
| in the care- thereof to Aug, 19, 1769 whenrhe 

| died. ' He was an excellent-man !. and is had 


 rah, Owen who married into the Thomas, 


 * called/ upon three times to anoint the fick 
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of to May 29, 1948 when he removed G Vin- 
cent near the Yellowſpring, where he died an& 
was buried- Nov, 12, 1760, His children were 
Elizabeth, Morris, Rachel, Mary, David, Sa- 


Cantrel, Alliſon, Jury, Rogersand Evans fa-- 
milies and have raiſed him forty fix grand 
children. Mr. Owen Thomas left behind tim 
the following remarkable note. ** I havebeen 


*« with oil for recovery, The effe&t was ſur- 
«« prizing in every caſe z but in none more ſo 
* than in that of our brother Rynallt Howell. 
*« He'was ſo ſore with the bruiſes of 'the wag- 
« gon when he was anointed that he could not 
« bear to be turned in bed otherwiſe than with 
« the ſheet ; the next day he was ſo well that 
« he went to meeting”, - I have often-wonder- 
ed that this rite is ſo much negleced as thepre- 
cept 1s fo plain, and the effets have been ſo «= 
falutary.- His ſuccefſor, who alſo had been his 
colleague, was 


Rev. David Davis, \ 


Hz was born in 1708 -in the pariſh of Whits 
church and county of Pembroke. Came to 


n precious remembrance by-all that knew him; RE 
His childrens rrames are Rees, } onathan- (now — 
miniſter- of the ſeventh cay baptiſt'church: at | 
Cohanſey), John '(now a probationer),”Suſan- 
na, Mary, 'Margazet. - Johnand Margaret aze - 


({ 4 ) 
fingte- 5 'the reſt are married into-the families 
df the Miles, Bonhams, Bentleys and Parrs 
I'M; and have raiſed him eighteen Got children, 
F; Cotemporary with Ms. Davis was | 


Reo. Griffth Jones, 


Hz was born 'O&. 8; 1695-at @ place called 
Mlhfaws i the pariſh of Lanon and comty of 
hor eng Agony on. the miniry it. the 
r9th year Settled firlk at Penyfai, 
and \ ek at C goed, Came to Ame» | 
rica-in 1749, afid- ſettled at-Duckereek. Died © 
Dec. 4, 1754 and was buried at Pencader, He | 
had two-wrves, by whom he had children Ma» Z 
ry, Samuel, Morgar (new miniſter of Hemp Þ 
ſtead m England), John, Benjamin, Robert, | 
Rachet.—The next church in aw of ſeniority 
the 


GREATVALLEY. 


IT is diſtinguiſhed by the above name of Þ w: 
Greatvalley, which is the name of a long bottom | ty 
of land. reaching from Scliuylkill to Suſquehan- Z Ke 
ma. In the eaſt end of which, in the townfhip ® A 
of Tredyffryn, county of Chelter, eighteen & an 
miles wnwhn from Philadelphia ſtands the Y W 
meeting-houſe., Its dimenfions are 28 feet} 10 
_ Ffquare, erected in 1922 with ſeats, galleries, & pl: 
_ {nd a ſtove, 'The ground about it Contains Þ 
-NEAr TWO acres ; =p of which was gives 
_ by William George ; the reſt purchaſed by the 
=  ehureh. On this lot are Bakler 3-ad-aciote | 
Ing it a fchool- houſe, 'The fituation & plea 


ſagt, being rifing ground by the highway and 
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binderivg on a ſmall-brook called Nart yr E-. 
wid. The church exiſts in two branches. The 
onenear; the other at Te//owſpring im the town- 
ſhip of Vincent, about 12 miles off where 1s a 
meeting houſe, a ſchool houſe, and a ſtable. 
The houſe is 30 feet by 20, and ſtands on a lot 
of four acres, the gift of Mr. Cox, Other Je- 
gacies appertain to this church (1). One hun- | 
| dred and fifty pounds the gift of Wilham 'z 
| George ; -onethird of which is appropriated to = 
| the Yellowfpring (2) Fitty pounds the gift of 
» = Thomas Recs (3) Fifry pounds the gift of John 
| Z Phillips (4) Sixteen pounds the gift of Edward 
> © Mathews (5) Five pounds the gift of Richitd 
» & Owen (6) Four pounds the gift of William 
- =} Morgan(7) Twenty pounds the gift of Thomas 
Jenkins (8): Five pounds the gift of Sarah Mites | 
(9) Five pounds the gift of Griffith Jenkins 
# (10) Five Pounds the gift of Griffith Philips 
# (11) Ten pounds the gift of John David Rees 
& (12) Ten pounds the gift of William Rees 
 & (13) Fifty pounds the gitt of Hugh Wilſon to- 
{ wards ſupporting the ſchool houſe (14) Twen- 
2 ty pounds the gift of Owen Phillips towards 
2 Keeping the meeting houſe in good repairs (15) 
| A plantation vf fifty acres with a good houſe 
z and outhouſes on it, the gift of Henry Davis, BN 
! With theſe helps the living is judged worth "2 
1001. a year. The families belonging to the 
place are about 92, whereof 99 * perions are 
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* Tohn Davis, min. James Davis, eld. Samuel Jones and > 
John Williams, deac. Samſon Davis, David Thomas, F1 s + 
Thomas Nicholas, Joſeph Nicholas, George George, Xo 
| Thomas Davis, Rev. Thomas Davis, Edward Powell, o 
Nathan*®Powell, David Cornog, Abraham Cornog, Tho= .. 
mas Cornog, Daniel Cornog, Eyan Thomas, Griffith 
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baptized and members of the church. The pres 
ſent miniſter is Rev, John Davis. Thus ſtood 
matters at the Greatvalley in 1940. A retrol- 
pet of their affairs will lead us to the year 150r 
and 1702 when ſeveral families from Wales ar- 
rived and ſettled in the eaſt end of ſaid valley ; 
one of which was. James Davis, a member of 
the baptiſt church of Rydwilim in Carmarthen- 
ſhire, Near to his plantation, in Radnor town- 
ſhip lived one Richard Miles who, with his 
wife, had been baptized a. little before by Mr, 
William Beckingham in Upperprovidence. 
Theſe two families conſorted together, and in- 
vited miniſters from other parts to preach at 
their houſes, by which means ſeveral were 
baptized particularly William Thomas Hugh, 
Arthur Edwards, William Davis, Margaret 


Thomas,. William Griffiths, John Edwatds, Lewis Mor- 

un, Edward Jones, Iſaac Adams, Elijab Davis, David 
Thomas, Owen Thomas, William Grmo, Johm Thorvas, 
Thomas Morris, William Gorden, David Jenkins, Phi> 
lip Jenkins, Philip Lewis; Enoch Lewis, Joſeph Fhibps, 
David Philips, Jobn Philips; owes John, William Wells, 
David Davis, Sarah Evans, y Davis, Hannah Jones, 
Mary Williams, Catharine Jones, Elizabeth Nicholas, 
Marty Nicholas, Hannah Davis, Mary Evans, Ann Wal- 
ters, Catherine George, Hannah George, Mary. Davis, 
Mary Pugh, Mary Davis, Mary Powecl, Elizabeth Ste- 
vens, Margaret James, Catherine Cornog, Jane Cornog, 
gt Mags ws Elizabeth Thortas, Sarah Cormog, Mar- 
tha Lewis, Jane Davis, Sarah Mather, Mary Davis, Mar- | 
garet - - - =, Sarah Edwards, Marths ards, Edith 
Adams, Alce Adams, Elizabeth Davis, Catherine <q 
berts, Lettice. Thomas, Margaret. Gxano,. "Mary Loyd, 
Lettice James, Lettice Davks. Hannah Norris, Sazab 


" Gorden, Joan Davis, Margaret Jenkins, Jane Jenkins; 


Ann Lewis, Elizabeth Martin, Mary Philips, Margaret 
Phillips, Mary Williams, Emma Vaughn, Margarct 
Smith, Hannah Wells, Mary Davis, Elizabeta Davis,. 
Elizabeth" Jones, Catherine Bartholomew. 


. 
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Davis, Joan Miles, Jane Miles, Margaret 


Phillips, Margaret Evans. In 1410 Rev. 
Hugh Davis (an ordained miniſter), William 
Rees, Alexa Owen, John Evans and Mars 
garet his wife arrived and fettled in the fame 
neighbourhood which mecreaſed their number 
ta ; — and made them think of forming 
themſelves into a church. Accordingly, Ap. 
22. 1511, they were incorporated, and did 
chooſe Rev, Hugh Davis to be their miniſter 
and Alexander Qwen, and Wyham Rees to be 
elders, and the ſame year they joined the affo- 
eration ; the former officiated: as a deacon till 
Griffith Jones arrived from Rydwilim in the year 
1712, From this time to 1422 they increaſed 
| faſt partly by Mr. Davis's. miniſtry, .partly by 
comers from . other parts, but chiefly by emi- 
grants from Wales, which made it inconveni- 
ent for them to hold their meetings in private 
houſes, and ſet thera on erefting the building 
defore deſcribed No yery remarkable event 
dath come to paſs in this church for a courſe 
of 59 years except 2 debate which aroſe among 
3emrin 1726 on account of the feventh day 
fabbath and which cauſed fire families to with- 
lraw z of which more hereafter. The fir mi» 
alter which the Greatvalley had was - — 


Ren. Flugh Davis, 


Hz was born in 1665 in Cardiganſkire; 
aptized and ordained at Rydwilim. Arrived 
n this country; Apr. 26;' 1411. Settled with © 
ze church when firſt conſtituted. Continued 
hong them-to his death, which came to: paſs 
«cy 13s 1753» after having faithfully ferved 
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the church for 42 years five months, and 21 
days. He had one daughter who married Das» 
vid Davis, 'The farnily yet exiſts near Suſque- 


hanna, Mr. Hugh Davis-was a man of parts 


with a natural turn for ſatyr ; which neverthe- 
leſs he managed to advantage in his ſermons. 
vome years before his death he had a ſevere 
pain in his. arm which gradually waſted "the 
hmb, and made life a burden. After' trying 
many remedies he ſent for the elders. ot ' the 
church to anoint him with oil, according to 
James v. 14—17- The effe&t was'perfe&t cure 
fo far, that the pain never returned,” One of 
the elders--concerned (from whom T' had this 
relation) is yet alive, and ſucceeds Mr, Hugh 


Davis in the miniſtry, viz, 
Rev. John Davir, 


He was born Nov, 1, 1402 in Llanfernach 
parith, county of Pembroke, - Arrived. in A- 
merica Jul. 27, 1713. Called to the mmiltry 
in 1722, Ordained Nov. 16, 1732, at. which 
time he took part” of the mimſtry with: Mr, 
Hugh Davis ; and has had the ſole care of the 


' church ſince his death in 1453. Mr. John Da- 
_ vis married. Abigail Miles, -by yhom he had a 


ſon named Samſon who alſo married into the 
ſame family and has chjldren, Abner, Abigal, 
Hannah, Nathan and John, —— Lhe next 
church 1s; E423 3295 | 
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Land: 
Rdes, Tt exiſts in two branches; the one In 
Birmingham townſhip in the county of Cheſter 
where is a meeting-houte, erected in 1718-00. & 
lot of one acre the gift of Edmund Butcher, 
38 miles wbs, weſterly, from Philadelphia ; 
the other branch is in Newlin townfhip, 12 miles 

' off, where is a houſe, erected in 1742, on & 
lot of one acre the gift of Jeffrey Bently. They 
adminiſter the Lord's-ſupper alternately in each 
place the third ſunday in the month, when thep 
have help ; for at preſent they are in a widow= 
ed ſtate, There are no temporalities belong- 

ing to this church, nor many rich; for whick 
reaſon it 1s ſuppoſed that 291. a.year would be 
the utmoſt they could raiſe towards ſupporting 
a minilter, The families belonging to the 
place are' about 26, whereof 19 * perſons are 
baptized and in the communion of the church. 

S This was the ſtate of Brandiwine in the year 

E 1770, Tt originated 1n the following manner 

; About the year 1697 a ſociety of Keithiarr 

© baptiſts was formed in the neighbourhood ; of 

© whick more hereafter. This ſociety broke up 
# in 1700 on account of a difference that aroſe a» 

# mong(t them about the Sabbath. Such as pres - 

"| ferred the firſt day of the week lay ſcattered in 

the neighbuurhood to the year 1414 when Mr. 
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* Jeffrey Bently deac. John M*Kim, Samuel M*Kim, 
Samuel Richee, Samuel - - - -, John Garret, Robert 
Chalfont, George Bently, James Shields, James Bird, 
William Collet, Elizabeth M<Kim, Jane Shields, Eliza= 
beth Garret, Margaret Baldwin, Suſanna Simmons, Eli= 
zabeth Barnet, Ruth Frame, Margaret Collet, Hannah 
M*<Kraken, Mary Shields, Margaret Shields, Elizabeth 
Powell, Dorcas Davis, Martha Barnet, Sarah Piper, Eli- 


zabeth Way, Elenox Bently, Mary Byans, Eſtber Hop= 
ON, - y | 


Fo 


+ tized Aug. 11, 1717. oeed on the mini- 


e 
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Abel Morgan viſited them, and baptized one 
Feremiah Collet. He continued his viſits. and 
found the following remains of the Keithian 
_<harch of Providence to be regular and ſound 
In the faith, viz, Edmund Butcher, John Po+« 
well, Richard Buffington, John Beckingham, 
Joſeph Powell, David Roberts, Thomas George, 
Elizabeth Powell, Hannah Beckingham, Mar- 

ery Martin, Hannah Hunter, Mary Robinet, 
Mary Powell, Joan Powell, T heſe 15 perſons 
ere, by ſaid Abel Morgan, formed into a 
charch June 14, 1715; and the ſame year re- 
ceived into the aflociation. The church hath 
Now exiſted for upwards of 55 years without a- 
ny remarkable event. At firſt they met in the 
houſe of John Powell at Upperprovidence ; but 
the body of the people removing RITES | 
they agreed in 1717 to hold their worſhip a 
Birmingham, where they . built the houſe _ 
fore defcribed. But many of them ſettling 
northward {till they found it neceffary in 1741 
to have another meeting in Newlin townſhip 
within the forks of Brandiwine, where they al- 
ſo built a houſe, as has been obſerved before. 
They were for near 5 years without any mini- 
ſter except viſiters from other churches, The 
firſt that ſettled among them was 


Rev. William Butcher, -..__ 


. Hz was born May 18, 1699 in the townſhip 
of Birmingham and county of Cheſter, Bap- 


Ary in 1719. Continued in it among them to 
1421 when he removed ty Cohanſey where he 


gcd and was buried Dec, I2, 1 724- He max- 
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fied the widow Wallin, but had no iſſue. Front 

his departure to the Jerſey, Mr, Owen Thomas 

'and others viſited the church once a month all 

they had a miniſter of their own again, whieclt 

was not till about 4o years after, Mr. Butcher 
wasa popular preacher ; and withall very: tall, 
| and of a majeſtic preſence which procured him 
the name of The high prieſt, The next miniſter 
they had was _ 


Rev. Abel Griffiths, 


Hes was born Dec. 23, 1723, in the townſhip 
of Montgomery and county of Fhiladelphia; 
Was baptized Apr. 14, 1744. Ordained mn 
1761. Settled at Brandiwine Ap. 12, 1761 
waere he continued for ſix years, and then re- 
moved to Salem in the Jerſey, He married Sa» 
rah Cofhn by whom he has children, Sarah, 
Rachel, Elizabeth, John and William, all fin- 
gle, —The next church in order of tie, 18s 


MONTGOMERY. 

TH1s is diſtinguiſhed by the above name of 
the townſhip where the meeting is, in the 
county of Philadelphia about 20 miles x bw from 
the city. The houſe is a ſtone building, 42 
feet by 24, with ſeats, galleries, a ſtove and 
two fire places. It was erected in 1731 on a lot 


hip ot one acre, the gift of John Evans, whereon 
ap-W are alſo convenient ſtables and a ſchool houſe, 
ini- This church exiſts in three branches ; the one 


i to near the place of worſhip; the other at Per- 
 beſfl quely where is a houſe, erected in 1737 by Mr. 
1ar-_ William Thomas who allo appropriated therets' 


\ 
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Four acres ; thethird at Upperperqueſy where 
- a houſe built in 1452, on an acre of land the 
gut of John Kelly, within 8 miles of the mo- 

zer church ; the other within four miles. 
From theſe quarters the people reſort to Mont- 
mery to celebrate the Lord's ſupper on the 
Jecond ſunday in every month. Beſides the 
Jaid acres there are other legacies left to this 
chureh (1) Twelve pounds a year, the gift of 
Thomas Edmunds. (2) One pound ten ſhillings 
@ year the gift of Thomas Rees (3) One pound 
Iixteen ſhillings a year the gift of Thomas Jones. 
With theſe helps the living is thought to be 
worth 40 l.a year. The families belonging te- 
the place are about go, whereof 99g * perſons. 


* John Thomas mini. Ephraim Thomas and Iſaac: 
James elders, Joſepn Thomas and Joſeph Lunn deac. 
Tenkin Evans, Joſeph Thomas, Henry Harris, 'Thomas 
Davis, Manaſſeh Thomas, Enoch 'Thomas, Themas 
Thomas, Job Thomas, Nathan Britain, Samuel Jones, 
Joſeph Grifkths, Peter Evans, John Hitchman, Benja= 
min Drake, Laurence Kelly, John Mathias, Evan Ma= 
thews, Jeremiah Vaſtine, Edward Jones, Edward Eaton, 
Joſeph Days, Thomas Mathias, "Thomas - Morris, 'Fho- 
mas Jones, John Williams, John Britain, Nathaniel Bri= 
tain, Joſeph Britain, Jonathan Newhouſe, Henry God-. 
ſhalk; Abel Griffiths, Richard Britain, John Weſt, Thoe 
mas Jones, Evan Pugh, Ann James, Mary Davis, Eliza=- 
beth Thomas, Martha Harfis, Martha Jones, Sarah. 
Bates, Sarah Thomas, Alce Lunn, Elenor 'Thomas, Sa= 
rah Thomas, Mary Thomas, Rebecka "Thomas, Ann 
Britain, Leah Jones, Elenor Evans, Mary Lewis, Mary 
Griffiths, Rachel Drake, Rachel Drake, Hannah Hym- 
,phrey, Joanna Davis, \Neborah . Drake, Sarah Thomas, 
Alce Mathias, Hannah Mathias, Mary Mathews, Rebec- 
ka Eaton, Elizabeth Vaſtine, Gwenllian Morris, Sarah 
Gray, Margaret Jones, Sarah Vaſtine, Mary Eaton, Dos. 
rothy Days, Elizabeth Mathias, Ann Morris, Ann Lew»: 
is, Ann Williams, Elizabeth Jones, Ann Williams, 
Heſter Jones, Elizabeth Britain, Hannah Coſger, Ann; 


_ wife (members of Ridwilim church whereof. 4 © | 
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{e” baptized - and- in the communion of thes 
church. The - preſent miniſter is Rev, John 
Thomas. This was their ſtate in the years 
1770. For their original we muſt look-back to 
1710 when John Evans and wife (members of + 
2 baptiſt church in Wales whereot James James: * 
was paſtor) ; the next year one John James and 


John Jenkins was paſſ@) arrived and ſettled in 
ſaid townſhip, In the year. 1712 Mr. AbeE 
Morgan began to viſit them.- In 1418 he bapss 
tized William James,  'Thomas: James, Joſale 
James, James Lewis and David Williams. In 
1719 arrived one James Davis, which increaſed. 
their number to ten ſouls. Then they were ad=- . 
viſed either to join Pennepek or be formed 1inta- 
a church, They preterred the latter; and ac- 
cordingly were, - June 20,-1719, conſtituted by 
the ſaid Abel Morgan, and the ſame year were 
received into the afſociation.- In 1920 many 
emigrants from Wales joined them which indus» 
ced them to build a meeting houſe on the ſpot 
where the preſent ſtands. In 1422 they called 
to the miniſtry one Benjamin Griffiths and Jos 
ſeph Eaton, who were ſoon atiter ordained,— 
From that time to the preſent they have ſent 
forth many miniſters, ſuch as Rev. meſſieurs 
John Thomas, John Marks, John Davis, AbeF 
Griffiths &c.- This church hath now exiſted 
for upwards of 50 years without any remarkas' 
ble event, - except a- diviſion which took place 


Newhouſe, Mary Cook, Katherine Philips, Mary Lewis, 
Mary Griftiths, Rebecka Pugh, Rachel Britain, Margaret” 
Jones, Abigal Britain, Ann Young, Elizabeth Godſhalk, 
Catherine Dungany Ann Jones, Aun Well, Sarah- Pars 
ker, Elizabeth Rees. * + : 


— 
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w 1742, of which more hereafter, 'The firſ 
{ettled miniſter they have had was 


ev, Benjamin Criffiths. 


Hz was born. OR. 16. 1688 in the pariſh of 
Llanfiwyni and county of Cardigan. Came to 
this conntry in 1710. tized May 12,1711. 
vettledat Montgomery in 19420, Called to the 
miniſtry in 1722.” Ordained OR. 23, 1725. 
Continued' in the care of the church to his 
death, which came to paſs O&. 5, 1768, and 
was buried at Montgomery in the 81 year of 
his age and the 47 of his miniſtry; having had 
Mr. William Thomas * to his afliſtant for many 
years, His funeral ſermon was preached by 
Rev. David Thomas of Virginia and isprinted: 
He married Sarah Miles by whom he had chil- 
dren, Jane, Abel (now miniſter of Salem), Sa- 
rah, Joſeph, Rachel, who are married into the 
Evans, Coffin and Roberts families, and have 
raiſed him 22 grandchildren, Mr, Griffiths 
was 2 man of parts though not eloquent, and 
had by induſtry acquired tolerable acquaintance 
with languages and' books, He appeared un 


* He was born in Llanwenarth pariſh in Monmouth- 
ſhire. Arrived in this country Feb. 14, 1712. He was 
never ordained but preached as an exhorter to his death 
which came to paſs in the year 1757, He was buried at 
the meeting houſe which he himſelf had erected. His 
children-were-Fhomas, John (now miniſter at Montgos 
mery), Job, Ephraith, Manaſſeh, William, Ann. ——« 
Theſe have married into the Batesz Williams, James, 
Morris, Days and Rouland families, and have raiſed him 
2 numerous progeny. He purchaſed ſeven plantations 


for his ſcyen children agd built on cach a good Rope 


houſe, - 
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print in vindication of the reſurre&ion of the 
ſame body (a very ſcarce piece) ; and in anſwer 
to an anonymous pamphlet entitled: The divine: 
rioht of infant baptiſm, He wrote a treatiſe vf£ 
diſcipline which has been twice printed ; alſo 
an Eſſay on aſſociations, ©c.; An anſwer to But- 
ler's creed which have not been printed, He 
was offered a commitſiion of the peace, which: 
he refuſed. Upon being aſked why he declin- 
ed the honour, made anſwer «< Men are not 
to receive honour from offices but offices from 
men ; as much as men receive, the others loſe, 
till at laſt offices come to have no honour at 
all.” Mr. Griffiths's ſucceſſor, and the pre- 
fent miniſter of Montgomery, is 


Rev. John Thomas. 


He was born Dec. 9, - 1103 in the townſhip 
of Radnor and county of Cheſter. Called to 
the miniſtry at ſaid Montgomery im the year 
1749, Ordained m 1751 ; and has had the 
ſole care of the church ſince the deceaſe of Mr, 
Grifiths. He-marrigg Sarah James by whom 
he has children, Ann, Rebecka, Lea, Rachel ; 
the laſt is a maiden ; the others are married i in- 
to the Britain, Pugh and James families, and 
have raiſed him many;grandchildren, 'The 
next church, as to ſeniority, 1s 


TUBGTERSTEIN: 
v 


THrrs is diſtinguiſhed by the above name; 
which is the name of a river that runs through 
the neighbourhood, The firlt meeting houſe 
"was built in 1749 on a lot ot three acres, the 
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gift of Hugh Morris, Evan Loyd,. and Evati 


Price, in the townſhip of Cumry,. county of- 


Berks, about 65 miles xn wbwqw from Phila- 
deſphia. It is in dimenſions 26 feet by 16, 


one acre, the gift of Thomas Bartholomew and 
Hannaniah Pugh ; both near Reading, and the 
high road leading thence to Philadelphia, — 

There are no temporalities belonging to this 


ehurch ; nor many wealthy people, . for which: 


reaſon 1t 1s thought that 20.1. ayear would be 


the utmolt they could raiſe towards ſupporting, 
a-minilter. 'The families belonging to the place: 
are about 12, whereof 19 * perions are baptiz-- 


ed, The miniſter is Rev. Thomas Jones. — 
This was their Rate in 19750, Their beginning 


was in 1738 when the following perſons re-- 
moved from the Greatvalley and Montgomery: 
and ſettled near the banks of Tulpehokon, Tho-- 
mas Jones and wife, David Evans and wite, - 


James James and wite, Evaty Loyd and wite, 


George Rees and wife, John Davis and wife, - 


Thomas Nicholas and yjife, James Edwards 
and' wife, Rees "Thomas and wite, Henry Hars« 
ris, David Lewis and Thomas Loyd. Theſe 
21 perſonsefinding themſelves too far from their 


reſpective churches requeſted leave to be con»: 


tituted into a diſtin& ſociety, which according» 


ly was done Aug. 19, 1738 ;. and the ſame. 


* Thomas Jones and wife, *Fhomas Jones jur. John 
Pavis, John Davis, Thomas Nicholas, John Edwards; : 
David Evans, Nathan Evans, Mary Jones, Martha Da=- 
vis, Mary Davis, Mary -Nicholas, Mary Harris, Sarah 


Broomfie d, Eſter Lenyil, Hannah Eyans, Margaret 
Payis; Sarah Cornog, 


The other houſe is of the ſame ſize, diſtant from: 
the firſt 4 miles, - built the ſame year on a lot of 
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year joined the aſſociation, In the year 194® 
Rev. Thomas Jones became their paſtor, "This 
church hath exiſted for 32 years without any 
remarkable incident, except that it is in a very 
declining ſtate, owing to the departure of bap=-- 
tilt families to other parts, and the coming of 
Germans 1in their ſtead. "Their firſt, and pres 
{ent miniſter 1s 


Rev. Thomas Fones.. 


He was born in 1703 in the pariſh of News 
townottage in Glamorganſhire., Arrived in 
this country Jul. 22, 1437. Ordainedin 1440,. 
at which time he took the overſight of the 
church. He married Martha Morris by whom 
he has children, Martha, Thomas, Samuel 
(now miniſter of Pennepek), Griffith, Elizabeth, 
Sarah. Theſe have tormed alliances with the 
Daviſes, Broomfietds, Spicers, Loyds and Cor» 
Rogs and have raiſed him 16 grand children. 


SOUTHAMPTON. 


THr1s 1s the ſeventh church 1n the province g 
and 1s diſtinguiſhed by the above name of the 
townſhip where the meeting 1s, in the county 
of Bucks, about 18 miles nxt from Philadel- 
phia, The houſe was erected in 1731 on a lot 
of one acre, the gift of John Morris, with ſeats, 
oalleries and a ({tove, Near it are ſtables, a 
{chool houſe, and a grove, "The preſent place- 
ot worſhip 1s ſmall and decaying; but prepara- | 
tions are making for a new houſe which is to: — 
be a5 feet by 235. The endowment of this. 4 
ehurch is a plantation of 112 acres with a gaod; 


WY 


_honſe and onthouſes, the gift of John Morris, 


now let for 20 1. a year, With this help the 
living is reputed worth 60 1. a year. Their 
preacher 1s Mr, Eraſmus Kelly who is not yet 


ordained, The families belonging to the con- 


grepgation are about 50, whereof 56 *- perſons 
are. baptized. This was the ſtate of the South 
ampton church” in 119140, It originated from 
two ſources, The one was a monthly meet- 
ing kept in the neighbourhood by ſome who 
belonged to Pennepek. The other was a ſoci- 
ety of Keithians in the ſame neighbourhood 
who became baptiſts about the year 16997 and 
joined the former in the year 1502. Thus 
they went on to theyear 1746, when they were 
all incorporated into a diftin&t church with the 
leave of their brethren of Pennepek. The day 
was Apr. 8. Their number was 46. Their 
names, Thomas Dungan, Jeremiah Dungan, 
Thomas Potts, Nicholas Gilbert, Robert Par- 
fonas, Samuel Gilbert, John Hart, Thomasg 


* Stephen. Watts eld. Anthony Yerkes and Arthur 
Watts Jdeac. Joſeph Hart Eſq. John Shaw; Randel Mor- 
gan, Clement Dungan, David Dnngan, John Gilbert, 
Silas Yerkes, Thomas Dungan, Thomas Dungan jur. 
Abel Morgan, James Dungan, Joſeph Dungan, William 
Folwell, John Brooks, David Marple, Jeremiah Dun- 
gan, Joſeph Newtown, John Newtown, 'Thomas Fol- 
well, Jane Griffiths, Mary Davis, Elizabeth Watts, Sa- 
rah Shaw, Eſter Beans, Mary Gilbert, Elizabeth Hart, 
Rebecka Cuningham, Sarah Beans, Fang. Yerkes, Mary 
Dungan, Elizabeth Hellings, Elizabeth Storts, Rebecka 
Prichard, Sarah Watts, Martha Brooks, Hannah Burnel, 
Mary Craven, Sarah Shaw, Ann Folwell, Elizabeth Par- 
ſons, Mary Morgan, Elizabeth Folwell, Mary Richiſon, 


Sarah Dungan, Chriſtiana Johnſton, Suſanna Ruſh, Re- 


becka Yerkes, Elenor Beans, Elizabeth Marple, Grace 
Webſter, Elizabeth Sands, Elizabeth Beans, Mary: Fores 


by. 
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Dungan, Stephen Watts, Joſhuah Potts, Ran- 
del Morgan, John Eaton, John Mortord, John 
Harriſon, . John. Shaw, John Jones, Clement 
Dungan, David Dungan, James Dungan, Da- 
vid Rees, Joſeph Beans, John Gilbert, Joſeph 
Hart, Jſaac Eaton, Silas Yerkes, Oliver Hart, 
Elenor Hart, Elizabeth Hart, Elizabeth Yer- 
kes, Elizabeth Watts, Sarah Shaw, Mary Dun- 
gan, Grace Morgan, Sarah Murrey, Eſter 
Beans, Mary Jones, Mary Gilbert, Jane Yer- 
kes, Suſannah Thomas, Elizabeth Baldwin, E- 
lizabeth Hellings, Rebecki4 Humphrey, Mary 
Newman, Ann Potts, Elizabeth Morford, Sa- 
rah Hufty. The ſame year they joined the afſ- 
ſociation, They have now exiſted as a"church 
forupwards of 24 years without any remarkable 
event, except that they have ſent forth two 
very excellent miniſters, mefheurs. Oliver Hart 
and Iſaac Eaton. "They allo attempted to re- 
gulate marriages after the manner of the Qua- 
kers, which would haye ſtrengthened the ſoci- 
ety by mixture of blood, and alliances ; but 
their worldly wiſdom was ſoon confounded, 
which, with other things, tempts cne to believe 
that the baptiſt intereſt has ſomething in it 
which excludes policy ; and will ſhow that it 
is a kingdom not of this world, The firk mij- 
Kiſter they have had was 


Rev. Joſhuah Potts, | 


He was born Jan. 4, 1719 at Mansfield ig 
the Jerſey. Baptized Sep. 2, 1738. Ordain- 
ed May 29, 1746, at which time he took on 
+» Him the care of the church, and continued 
therein to his death, which came'to paſs June 
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32, 1461, and was buried at Southampton. Mr. 
Potts is ſaid to have been endowed with a very 
uncommon ſhare of thoſe qualifications which 
render the civil and miniſterial life amiable. 
He married Ann Bordon by whom he had chil- 
dzen Mary, Amy, Abigail, Rebecka, Hannah, 
Joſlbwah; Thomas, all fingle, except two who 
are married into the Edwards and Taylor fa- 


miles, — Mr. Potts's ſucceſlor was 


Rev. Thomas Davicr. 


Hz continued among them for a conſidera- 


. ble part of the two years that elapſed between 


Mr.Potts's death and the coming of Mr. Jones, 
but not as a ſettled paſtor ; for which reaſon 
we will take notice of him when we come to 
Oyſterbay in Longiſland. The next miniſter 
which this church hath had was 


Rev. Samuel Jones, A, M., 


Hz took the joint care of them and Penne- 
pek Jan. $8, 1763 ; and continued his care 
thereof to June 1, 19570, when he reſigned in 
favour of Mr. Kelly, We have ſpoken already 


of Mr. Jones under Pennepek, His ſuccefior 1s 
Mr. Eraſmus Kelly, A. B, 


* Hz began to preach ſtatedly at Southamp- 
ton May 13, 1770 but 15 not ordained, He 
was born Jul. 24, 1748, in Perqueſy, co 


of Bucks, Had his education at the college. F 


of Philadelphia where he commenced in 1769, 
Was baptized June 5, 1769 ; called to the pt 
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73, 1161, and was buried at Southampton. Mr. 
Potts 1s {aid to have been endowed with a very 
uncommon fhure of thote qualifications which 
render the civil and miniſterial life amiable. 
He married Ann Bordon by whom he had chil- 
dren Mary, Amy, Abigail, Rebecka, Hannah, 
Jothnuah, "Thomas, all lingle, except two who 
are married into the Edw: ards and Taylor ta- 
m11es, —— Mr. Potts's ſucceflor was 


* —x Rev. Thamas ear, 
Hs continued amonz them ror 2 confidera- 
ble part of the two yeurs that elapſed between 
Mr. Potts's death and the coming of Mr, Tones, 
but not as a ſettied pattor ; ſor which'reafon 
ve will take notice of him when we come to 
Oyliterbay in Longiſtand, The: next miniſter 

which this church hath had was 


Rev. Exmuecl 'Foner, A, NI, 


Hz took the joint care of them and Penne- 
pek Jan. 9, 1703 ; and continned his Cre 
thereof to June 1, 17570, when h<- reſigned in 
favour of Mr. Keily, We have ipcken already 
of Mr. Jones under Pennepek, His iucceflor is 


Mr. Eraſmus Kelly, A. B. 


He began to preach ſtatedly at Sonthamp- 
ton May 13, 1970 but 15s not ordainea, He 
was born Jul. 24, 1748, in Perqu: oTY, county 
of Bucks, Had his equcation at the cc Hege 
of Phil: idelphia where ne COMMENT: ed 1 Lil 1709. 
Was baptized June 5, 1769 3 _ Lo the Dal» 
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niſtry and licenced to preach the ſame year. He 
1s a hopeful youth ! 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Ta1s is the eighth church in order of conſti- 
tution ; but in reality is within as old 
as Pennepek, It is diſtinguiſhed by the above 
name of the city where it exiſts ; and is conh- 
dered as a center to all the aſſociating churches,- 
The place of worſhip is a neat brick building, 
61 feet by 42, with pewsand galleries, erected 
in 1762 at the charge of 2200 1. It ſtands near 
the center of the city on a lot of 303 feet by 44, 
having the burying-ground to the back, and a 
court to the front opening to Seconditreet ; mn 
one corner'oft which is the parſonage houſe. A 
part of ſaid lot did belong tothe Keithians; the 
other part was giyen by John Holms, ſubje& 
to a debt of 1001. The endowments of this 
church are confiderable (1)A parſonage houſe, 
erected by Rev. Jenkin Jones aghis own expence 
m part, and in part at the expence of John 
Swift who bequeathed 5o 1], for that purpoſe 
(2) Three houſes, the gift of Sarah Branſon, 
now ler"for go 1. a year (3) Three hundred 
pounds the gift of Sarah Smith (4) One hun- 
dred pounds the pitt of Septimus Robiſon and 
his Son (5) Two pounds ten ſhillings a year 
the gift of John Morgan. "The miniſter has a 
right to 101. out of ſaid houſes ; to the intereſt 
of one of the ſaid three hundred ; and to: the 
parſonage houſe ; the reſt are either appropri- 
ated'to the poor, or left to the diſpoſal of the 
Ethurch, With the above helps the hving 1s re- 
puted worth 2001, a year to the preſent mini- 
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& 42 ) 
ſter, Rev. Morgan Edwards. The families be- 
ionging to the place are about 120, whereof 
140* perſons are baptized and in the .commu- 
nion of the church, This was-the tate of Phi- 
ladelphia in the year 14750. Their ſtate in re- 
ts ene) lead us. almoſt to the founding .of 
the City. In the year 1686 one John Holms 
arrived and: ſettled in the neighbourhood : he 
was a man of property and learning ; and there- 
fore we find him. in the mayiſtracy of the place 
im 1691. He died judge of Salem court, 


Tn 1696 John Farmer and his wife arrived : 


they belonged to the church: of Rev. An- 
fard Knolls, in London, In '1697 one 
Jofeph Todd and Rebecka Wooſencrott 
came to the ſame neighbourhood, who be- 
Tonged to a baptiſt church at Limmington in 
Hampſhire whereof Rev. John Rumſey was paſ- 
tor, The ſame year one William Silverſtone, 
William Elton and wife, and Mary Shepherd 
were baptized by Rev. Thomas Killingwofth. 


* Morgan Edwellls, min. Ifaac Jones, Efq, George 
Welcott and Samuel Davis, eld. Joſhuah Moore, Samuel 
Miles, Foſeph Moulder, deac.. Samuel Aſhmead, Kiq, 
Rev. Ebenezer Kinnerſlcy, John Perkins, John Stande- 
fand, Jofeph Ingles, Samuel Burkilo, 'thomas Byles, 
Johp Bazeley, Cathegine Standeland, Mary Burkilo, E- 
dith Prieſtley, Eſther Aſhmead, Elizabeth Dade, Sarah 
Bazeley, Elizabeth Shewell, Mary WMorgav, Iſaac Bellens 
gee, Rebecka Wilhams, Mary Morris, jennet Charch, 
Eſther Tommins, - John Linnington, - Sarah North, Ma- 
xy Harris, William: Powell, Mary Ruſh, 5ufapna Woods 
row, Elenor Keſler, Abraham Levering, Ann Levering, 
Catherine Morgan, Edward Middletoa, Martha Coffin, 
Mary Thomas, Rachel Davis, Septimns Levering, Ma- 
sy  Levering, Elizabeth Church, Catherine Coughlin, 
Ann Barns, Joſeph Watkins, Joanna Anthony, Frances 


Jones, Elizabeth Byles, Mary Bartholomew, Cathering 
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Theſe 9 perſons did, on the ſecond ſunday m 
Dec. 1698, aſſemble at a houſe m. Barbadoes 
Jot, and did coaleſce into a church for the com- 
munion of ſaints, having Rev. John” Watts to 
their aſſiſtance, From that time to the year 
1746 they increaſed, partly by emigrations 


from the old country, and partly by the 


occaſional labours of rev. mefficurs Elias Keach, 


Thomas Killingworth, John Watts, Samuel 


Jones, Evan Morgan, {John Hart, Joſeph 
Wood, Nathaniel Jenkins, 'Thomas Griffiths, 
Eliſha Thomas, Enoch Morgan, john Bur- 
rows, Thomas Selby, Abel Morgan, George 
Eaglesfield, Wilkam Kinnerfley and others. 


Bartholomew, —__ Davis, . Rarnaby Barns, Jem 
Timmerman, Sufanna Mottis, ohn Dickſon, Fane 
Jones, Mary Powell, Sarah tines, William Perkins, 


Eſther Davis, Hatnab Stakes, Andrew Edye, Joſeph 


Williams, Mary Iden, Sarah Shewell, - Sarah Gardner, 
Mary Wood, Sarah Edge, Frances Maglone, Suſanna 
M*<Lancghan, Hannah Swanſon, Samuel Miles, John Mg 
fon, Nehemiah Davis, John Morgan, ' Grace Loyd, 
William Jenkins, Joſeph Mouldery/Sarah Moulder, Sa 
rah Neaves,. Elizabeth Holton, T as Shiclds, Arn 
Ruxby, Margaret Emmet, Rebecks Wilſon, Charles 
Wilſon, Abel Gibbon, Sarah Thomas; Martha Maſon, 
-Fames Hunter, Sarah Harper, Lydia Shields, Fonth The- 
.mas, Mar Robiſon, Mary Jones, Joan Thomas, Sy - 
fanna Rots, Joha Roſe, Hannah Drinker, PoHydore aud 

Ily, Jacob Levering, William Harper, Sarah PowehN, 
Elizabeth Shewell, Ann Bray, Thomas Fleeſon, Samucl 
Olden, Ehzabeth Morgan, Sarah Briding, 'George Tn- 
oles, Toſeph Gilbert, John Stow, Rebecka Barger, Mary 
Richey, . Judith F ulton, Evan Jenkins, Thomas Dungah, 
John Filcham, Samuel Woodbridye, Iſaac Powell, Eki- 
zabeth Morris, Sarah Megetepen, ETathias Mairis, Mar=- 
garct Levering, Sufanmah De Nyce, John Drinker, £E- 
noch Morgan, Eraſmus Kelly, Sarah Marſh. Mary Fox, 
My Ruih, Mary Evans, Maxy Powell, Charles M*Db- 
AKad. | 
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From the beginning to the laſt mentioned time 


(1746) they had no ſettled miniſter among 


them though 1t was a period of 48 years. The 
firſt that might be properly called their own 
was Rev. Jenkin Jones; the reſt belonging to 
other churches. They did "indeed in 1723 
chooſe George Eaglesfield to preach to them, 


*contrary to the fenfe 'of the church of Penne- 
-pek ; but im 1725 he left them and went to 
- Middleton, ' About the year 1746 a queſtion 
aroſe, whether Philadelphia was not a branch 
-of Pennepek ? and conſequently, whether the 
latter had not a right to part of the legacies 
*beftowed on the former? This indeed was a 


groundleſs queſtion. Bat for fear the defign 
of their benefactors ſhonld be perverted the 


*church of Philadelphia did, May 15. 1746, 
formally incorporate, which had only been 
done implicitly in Dec. 16. 1698. The num- 
| ber of perſons that did incorporate was 56. 
"Their names were, Jenkin Jones, Ebenezer 
Kinnerfley, William Branſon, Andrew Edge, 
"Thomas Pearſe$,Stephen Anthony, Augultin 


Stillman, Samuel Athmead, Mathew Ingles, 


\ Fohn Perkins, John -Standeland, Robert Shew- 
'ell, John Biddle, Joſeph Crean, Henry Hart- 


ley, John Lewis, Joſeph Ingles, Samuel Bur- 


: kilo, John Catla, Thomas Byl&, John Baze- 


ley, Samuel Morgan, Lewis Rees, Mary Stan- 
deland, Hannah Farmer, Mary Catla, Ann 


. Yerkes, Mary Burkilo, Mary Prig, Hannah 
Crean, 'Ann Davis, Hanna Bazeley, Jane 
_*Giffin, Edith Bazeley, Alce Clarks, Eavinia 
 Greenman, MaryBall, UſlawLewis, Jane L oxley, 
'Efter Afhmead, Hannah Jones, Sarah Branſon, 
_- Catherine Anthony, Jane Pearſe, Mary Edye, 
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Mary Valecot, Elizabeth Shewell, Mary MiJ- 
dleton, Frances Holwell, Elizabeth Sallows, 


Mary Morgan, 'Ann Hall, Phebe- Hartley, 
Ann White. Theplace where the church met 
at firſt was the corner of Seconditreet and Chet- 
nutitreet, known by the name of Barbadves lot. 
The building was a ſtore houſe ; but when the 
Barbadoes company left the place: the Baptiſts 
held their meetings there. So alſo did the 
Preſbyterians, when <ither a baptiſt or preſbyte- 
r1an miniſter happened to be im town; for as yet 
neither had any ſettled among them. But when 
Jedediah Andrews came'to the latter they 
m a manner drave the baptiits away. Several 
letters paſſed between the two ſocieties on the 
occaſion, which are yet extant. "There was al- 
ſo a deputation of-tLree baptiſts appointed-to 
remonſtrate with the rreſbyterians for ſo unkind 
and rightleſs a conduct ; but to- no. purpoſe. 
From that time forth the baptiſts held their 
worſhip at a place near the draw-bridge known 
by the name of Anthony Morris's brewhouſe : 
Here they continued to meet to Mar. 15. 1707 
when, by invitation of the |Keithians, they re- 
moved their worſhip to Secondſtreet where they 
hold it to this day. The Kkeithian meeting- 
houſe was a ſmall wooden building ereted-in 
1692. This the baptiſts took down in 17531, 
and raiſed on the ſame ſpot a neat brick build- 
ing, 42 feet by 3o. ' This alſo was taken down 


-IN 1962-to make way for the preſent whick hath 


been already defcribed. But an accident in" 
1734 had like to have deprived the 'baptiſts of 
their valuable lot and houſe. Then one Tho- 
mas Peart died after having made a conveyance 


of the premiſes to the church of Englaud.. 
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The veſtry demanded poſſeſſion, The bapriſts. 


refuſed, A law ſuite commenced, - whick 
brought the matter to a hearing before the af- 


ſembly.. The epiſcopalians being diſcouraged 


offered to give up their claim for 56 1. The 
offer was. accepted ; and contention ceaſed. 
No other very remarkable event hath hap- 
pened 1 this church except a diviſion which 


"took place m 1411 occaſioned by the turbulent 


ſpirit of an -Ifih preacher that was among 


them, along with Mr, Burrows, His name 


was Thomas Selby, When he had formed n 
party he ſhut Mr. Burrows and his friends ont, 


. who thenceforth met at Mr. Burrows's houſe 
_3n CheſnvtRtreet, This was the fituation of 


affairs when Mr, Abet Morganartived in 1411. 
But his preſence ſoon healed the breach, and 
vbliged Selby to quit the town,which he did in 
1713*and went to Carolina; and thete died 
the ſame year, but not beſore he had occaſion- 
ed much difturbance—The miniſters which this 
church have had from the beginning to the 
year 1746 are mentioned above, and ſome ot 
them have been already chara@erifed. The 
reſt will-be mentioned in proper places. The 
following are the rainiſters they haye had ſince 
that tune. 


Rev. Fenkin Fones. 


E He was born about 1690 in the pariſh of | 
- Llanfertach and county of Permbroke, Ar- 

tived to this country abont 1410, Called to 
the mmiſtry at WeHhtrat in 1924. Removed 
thence in 1725.' Became the mmiſter of Phi- 
ladelphia, vnfy, at the time they were recon- 
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fitnted in May 15. 1746 3 for theretofore he 


had the care of Pennepek alſo. He died at 
Philadetphia Jul. 16. 1961, and was' there 


buried, - where a tomb 15s ere&ed to his memo- 
ry. He tnarried the widow Melchier, but-had 
no ſme. Mr.-Jones was a good man and has 
done real ſervices to the ohurch, and to the 
baptiſt intereſt. {(1r) He ſecured to them the 

poſſeſſion. of their valuable Jot and place of 
worſhip before deſcribed. * (2) He was the 
moving catife of altering the direQion of 4i- 


cences ſo as tb enable diſſentmyg mamiſters to 


perform marria ages by them. (3)- He bnilt @ 
Sfonaye honſe partly at his own charge. 


(4) He gave a handiome ITegacy towards pur- 
| chafing a ſilver cup for the Lord's tabte, which 


is worth upwards of 601, His name is en- 
vraven upon it——Cotemporary with him was 


| Rev, Ebenezer Kinner/ley, A. M. 


He was born- Nov. 30. 1911, in the-city 
of Glouceſter, Arrived in this county; Sept. 
12. 1914. Ordained in 1943, Preach at 
Philadelphia and elfewhere to 1954 when he 
got a -profeſor's chair in the college of faid 
city, which he {ls with reputation to this day. 
He is well known to the learned world on ate 
count of his improvements -in eleQtricity. He 
married Sarah Dufficld by 'whom he has two 
children, Heſter, and William, — Mr. Jenkin 


Jones's fucceffot is 


| Rev. Mergen Edwards, A.M. 
Hz was born May 9, 1722, in the parih vf 


( -48 ) 

;Frevethm and county of Menmouth, - Was 
bred a churchman, Embraced the principles 
.of the baptiſts in 1738. Had his grammar 
learning in Wales, His academical in Briſtol 
under Dr, Foſkett. Entered on the miniſtry 
in the ſixteenth year of his age, Was ordain- 
ed, June 1, 1757, in Ireland where he reſided 
nine years, He married Mary Nun of Cork, 
by whom he had many children, two of which 
are alive, William and Joſhuah. The eldeſt 
11s now in Rhodeiſland college. Mr. Edwards 
arrived in Philadelphia May 23. 1761 ; and 
has had the overſight of the church ever ſince, 
He publiſhed (1) A Farewell Sermon at Rye in 
Suſſex in 1760, which has been twice printed 
(2) An Ordination Sermon, delivered in the 
_ college of Philadelphia, Jan. 8. 1763 ; with 
a Narratrte of the manner 1m which the ordina- 
tion was condudted (3) The cuſtoms of primitice 
churches, being a ſet of precepts and precedents 
relative to miniſterial offices (4) 4 New-year”s 
gift, publithed at Philadelphia Jan. 1. -1770, 
which has paſled through four editions. He 
Jaboured hard to ſettle a baptiſt college in 
Rhodeiſland government and to raife money to 
endow it ; which he deems the greateſt ſervice 
he has done or hopes to do for the honour of 
the baptilt intereſt. 


NEWBRITAIN: 


 Tmris 1s the ninth church in,the province 
with reſpe@to ſeniority, It is commonly dil- 
tinguiſhed by the above. name of the townſhip 
where the meeting is, in the. county of Bucks, 
_ about 25 miles nbwhx from Philadelphia,— 


[© 4 


The houſe is of ſtone, 45 feet by 30, ereted in 
1744 ON a lot of two acres, partly the gift of 
judge Growden, and partly ih purchaſe of the 
congregation, whereon are ſtables, a ſchool 
houſe and a fine grove, It is a riſing ground, 
formed into an angle by the crofling of two 
high roads. "The houſe is accommodated with 


ſeats, galleries and a ftove, This church ex- 
iſts in two branches; the one near the meeting 


houſe ; the other on the border of the Great- 
ſwamp, 14 miles off, where alſo is a meeting 
houſe, commonly known by the name of” Rock- 
hill, All affemble at Newbritain on the felt 
ſunday in the month to celebrate the Lords 
ſupper, There are ſome temporalities belong- 
ing to this church alſo, (1) Thirty pounds, the 
gift of Thomas Jones (2) Five pounds, the 
gift of William George (3) Five pounds. the 


gift of Simon Mathews, With theſe helps the 


income of the miniſter may be eaſily made up 


forty pounds a year. The families belongy 
iag to the place are about ſeventy. The mem- 
bers 49. Their names are below*; This was 


® Rev. Joſhua Jones, Sky Mathews and David Ste- 
phens, deac. David Stephens, Evan Stephens, Willian 
James, Mary James, John James, John Williams, Margaret 


Williams, Walter Shewell, Mary Shewell, Rebecka But- 


ler, Diana Mathews, Sarah James, Mary Mathews, Re- 
becka Thomas, Samuel Jones, Daniel Jones, William 


Bryan, Rehecka Bryan, Rebecka James, Richard Lee, 
Aon Les, Catherme Morgan, Ifaae Richards, Thomas 


Jones, Hannah Jones, Margaret Lewis, Thomss Barton, 
Joſeph Barton, Catherine Evans, Peter Eaton, Catherine 
Vaſtine, Lydia Eaton, James James, Elizabeth James, 


William Dungan, Catherine Dungan, Clement Doyle, 


Margaret Doyle, Thomas Humphrey, Elizabeth Paris, 
David Jones, Sarah Lee, Jane Thomas, Rachel Davis, 
Caleb Todd, Klenor Jones. | 


_ — 


( zo |) 


3 the ſtate of the church 'in 194940. As for its 
ok paſt ſtate we have no further back to look for 
_ 1t than 1943+ To thatyear the people in this 
wt ; neighbourhood had been a branch of Montgo- 
nr mery ; but then they divided. The caufe of 
il _*% the diviſion was a propoſal for a new meeting 


iS houfe on Leahy hill, which” ſhould be central 
WW - for all the peaple. This project Montgomery 
| IJ warmly oppoſed, and the Newbritainers as 
'W__ warmly urged rill the anhallowed paſſions of 
Oo - both were flirred up. There was alſo a diffe- 
' 3 rence foblifting among them touching the /or: 
Yap of Chriſt, Some grounding the character 


#& $ of /on on an-eternal generation ; others on me- 
ſt cation only ; bnt both allowing his perſonality, 
| | - and equality with the father, A-controverſly 


| _ therefore tov inconfiderable to produce the ef- 
| © _., fc it did /hadnot a ſeparation been a deter- 
lien. mined point. Accordingly the matter was fo- 
mented by a paper that was afterwards called 
Batler's creed, How the controverſy was ma- 
mnaged may-be feen by the report of 'the com- 
mittee which the affociation had appointed to 
examine the whole affair, dated Nov. 7. 1744, 
and ſigned Nathaniel Jenkins, Owen Thomas, 
Benjamin Stelle, Thomas. Jones. They blame 
both parties, and leave itdonbtful which was 
moſt blameable, However a diviſion took 
'place/;z- one party having Benjamin Griffiths at 
'their head ; the other Jofeph Eaton; each 
crying $* the temple of the Lord are we : the 
« effence of the church is with us.” Hence- 
forth they acted as two ſeparate churches, and 
ſometimes under the ſame roof. Number fa- 
voured the: claim of the Newbritainers ; but 


they quitting the houſe in 1742 the feate Tean- 


("5x ) 
ed tothe people of Montgomery's claim. - Ne- 
vertheleſs, Newbritain petitioned for a diſmilſ- 
fon, and Montgomery granted it, 'The one. 
to confirm their churchſhip ; the other ta get 
into the aſſociation, At the diviſion, about fif- 
teen ſided with neither party ;*therefore were 
called Newtrals; fore of which belong to no. 
viſible church to this day, When the New- 
britainers had obtained a diſmiflion they did: 
formally incorporate Nov. 28. 1754 ; but were 
not received mto the affociation till 1955. 
Their number -was 23. "Their names Joſeph 
. Eaton, Iſaac Evans, David Stevens, Evan Ste- 
- vens, John Willams, Walter Shewell, Joſhu- | 
"ah Jones, Willam George, Clement Doyle, % 
Witham -Dungan, John James, David Mor- 
gan, Thomas Jones, David Stevens, "Thomas w 
Humphreys, Mary James, Mary Shewell, Ma- 
ry James, Margaret Philips, Ebtzabeth Stevens, 
Jane James, © Catherine Evans, Margaret 
Doyle: No very remarkable event hath kap- 
pened in this church, 'except their difavowing 
the nation of a mediatorial fonſhip.” "The mi= 
lo nilters which they have had are | 


Rev. 7ejeph Exton. 


Jy vs SC Ms _. ww@a_.A nd ? ' * 


He was born Aug. 25: 1679, inthe pariſh 
of Nantmel and county of Radnor. Came to 
this country about 1686. Was called to*the 
miniſtry at ' Montgomery in ' 1722. Ordained E 
OR. 24-4727. Continued in the joint care of " 
that chareh to the diviſion in 1443, and from 
that time to his death was miniſter of Newbri- 
tain, Hedied- Apr: 1, 1749, and was buried 
at Newbritain, He married Gwen Morgan by 
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whom he had children, John, Joſeph, ; George, 
's 


Edward, David, Mary, Joanna, Sarah 

fecond wite was Uria” Hunyphreys ; by whom 
he had Iiaae (now numiſter of Hopewell) Jacob, 
Hannah, George and Jacob died” childleſs ; 
Joſeph is not tiftrried. The reſt formed ally- 
ances with the Todds, Youngs, Davids 'and 
Walls, Wilkams, Godrens, Jones and Butlers 
and Wilgus, Stouts and Doyls, and have raiſ- 


_"ed im a moſt numerous progeny of grand chil- 
dren, His ſucceſſor, who had alſo been his 


colleague,. was 


Rev. William Davis, 


AY 


Hz was born in 1695, at Caſtellneth in Gla- 
Came to this country firſt in 
1722 but ſoon went back agam, He returned 
m 1737,,and ſettled at Vincent. Thence he 
removed to Newbritain, and hadthe joint care 
of the church to his death, which came to paſs 
Ot. 3. 1763, He was buried at James's hun- 
dred in Kent county. He had two children, 
Waliam and Mary who married into the Evans 

d Caldwell famihes and have raiſed him four- 
teen grand children. ' His colleague and ſuc- 
ceflor was 


: - 


on * wmg Jones. | 


8 


tain in 1761, and has had the ſole care of tl 
chuzch fince OR, 6. 1768. 


Hs was born in 1721 1n the pariſh of New- 
caſtle and county of Pembroke. Arrived in 
America in 1926, Was ordained at toe 


BY oy ff or od 4 wo at 
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TH1s 1s the tenth and youngeſt church mm 
the province among the britiſh baptiſts who ob- 
ſerve the firſt day of the week for ſabbath. - It 
takes its diſtintion from Konolowa river, nigh 


to which the meeting houſe ſtands in Air town- 
#thip, Cumberland#eounty, about 200 miles 


whs from Philadelphia, The place of wor- 
ſhip 1s 22 feet by 18, erected in the year 1752 
on a lot of 50 acres ; towards the purchaſing 
of which the aſſociation of Philadelphia con- 
tributed 12 1. 6, 1 in 1967, With this little 
olebe the living 1s worth about 3o1. a year to 
the preſent miniſter, who 1s Rev. Joſeph Pow» 
el], He was born at Pennepek in the county 
of Philadelphia, Mar. 6, 1734. Had his edu- 


cation at Hopewell ; where alſo he was ordain- 


ed m 1764 ; and thenceforth became miniſter 


of Konolewa. He married Rachel Roſe of Jer- 
ſey, by whom he has children, Mary, Elea- 
nor, Anna, The families belonging to the 
place are about 4o, wherof 30 * perſons are 
baptized and m the communton of the church. 
This was their ſtate in 19750. They ori- 
ginated in the following manner, In the year 
1751 one James Dunn preached in the neigh- 
bourhood, The next year Rev. Samuel Hea- 


* Their names are Rev. Joſeph Powell and wife, Eli- 
as Stilwell, James Graham, Robert Bennet, Martha 
Higgins, Ann Combes, Mary John, David Bowen, Han= 
nah Bowen, Thomas John, Jonathan Harnet, Catherine 
Harnet, -Jane Roſs, Owen Davy, Hannah Davy, David 
Bowen, Sarah Bowen, Edward «-Combes, Jeremiah Stil- 
well, Sarah Evolt, John Mellot, Sarah Mcllot, Rachel 
Powell, Mary Biddlecom, Elizabeth Wiggins, John Bucs 
baidge, Joanna Roſe, Thomas Applegate. 
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whom he had- children; John, Joſe h, George 
Edward, David, Mary, Joanna;* arah. [2 | 
ſecond: wife was Uria®Hunyphreys ; by whom 
he bad Iſaae (now miniſter of Hopewell Y Jacob, 
Hannah, George and Jacob fied” childleſs ; 
Joſeph-is not mifteried,” The reſt formed ally- 
Hh aprons the Todds, Youngs,” Davids 'and 
Walk, Williams, Godrens, Jones and Butlers 
and Wilgus, Stouts and Doyls, and have raiſ- 
ed him ai\moſt numerous progeny of grand chil- 
: dren; His ſucceſſor, rage had alſo been his 
{7 Nr | CUNFTSEy was | 


” Rev. William Davie,” 
a : 
' _ Hz was born 1n "1695, at Catellgeth in Gla- 
| —_— morganthire. Came to ON FO firſt in 
if A "oF 1922, but ſoon went back a He returned 
m:1737,,and ſettled at vices Thence he 
removed-to Newbritain, and ha@the | joint care 
of the church to his death; which eame to paſs 
OQ.:3. 1763, He was buried at James's hun- 
dred 1 in Kent-county. - He had 'two children; 
liam and Mary who married into the Evans 
ſe _ Caldwell fam; les and have raiſed him four- 

teen'grand-children.. "His RE and ſuc- 


"= he oh was, | 
OO fn nt Jaw. 
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_ Hs was ond: in __ in the* Pariſh-of New- - 
=: caſtle and county Pembroke. Arrived in 
[UE © Aimericain 1926: "Was' ordained at Newbri- 
# _ tain in'1761, and has had the-ſole care of'the 
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KONOLOWA, 


TH1s is the tenth and youngeſt chnrch th 
the province among the britiſh baptiſts who ob- 
ſerve the firſt day of the week for ſabbath, + It 
takes its diftintion from KXenolown river, nigh 
to which the meeting houſe ſtands in Arr town- 
#ſhip, Cumberlang#&ounty, about 200 miles 
whs from Philadelphia, The place of wor- 
ſhip is 22 feet by 18, erected in the year 1752 
on a lot of 50 acres ; towards the purchaſing 
of which the aſſociation of Philadelphia con- 
tributed 12 1. 6, 1 in 1967, With this httle 
glebe the living 1s worth about 3o1. a year to 
the preſent miniſter, who 1s Rev. Joſeph Pow» 
ell. He was born at Pennepek in the county 
of Philadelphia, Mar. 6, 17,34. Had his edu- 
cation at Hopewell ; where alſo he was ordain- 
'ed m_ 1964 ; and thenceforth became minifter 
of Konolewa. He married Rachel Roſe of Jer- 
ſey, by whom he has children, Mary, Elea- 
nor, Anna, The. families belonging to the 
place are about 40, wherof 30 * perſons are 
baptized and m the communton of the church. 
This was their ſtate in 1950, They ori- 
ginated in the following manner, In the year 
1751 one James Dunn preached in the neigh- 
bourhood, The next year Rev. Samuel Hea- 


* 'Their-names are Rey. Joſeph Powell and wife, Eli- 
as Stilwell, James Graham, Robert Bennet, Martha 
Higgins, Ann Combes, Mary John, David Bowen, Han= 
nah Bowen, Thomas John, Jonathan Harnet, Catherine 
Harnet, *Jane Roſs, Owen Davy, Hannah Davy, David 
Bowen, Sarah Bowen, Edward -Combes, Jeremiah Stil- 
well, Sarah Evolt, John Mellot, Sarah Mcllot, Rackel 
Powell, Mary Biddlecom, Elizabeth Wiggins, John Bucs 
bridge, Joanna Roſe, Thomas Applegate. 
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ton viſited thoſe parts, and baptized one Elias 
Stilwell, William Lenn, John Graham, James 
Graham, Ifrael Hines, Sarah Graham, Ann 
Graham, About the ſame time one Richard 
Abbot (a member of Montgomery church) ſet- 
tled in the neighbourhood ; alſo the ſaid Mr. 
Heaton from Milcreek. Hitherto they were a 
branch of Milcreek church” But obtaining a 
diſmiſſion from thence, were incorporated in- 
_ to a diſtind ſociety, Aug. 25. 1765 and the 
ſame year joined the affociation. No very re- 
markable event hath happened fince ; only they 
were driven away from their habitations the 
Jait war by the Indians ; which, when the 
church of Philadelphia heard of, they, in 1763 
ſent 25 1. 123 6 to their relief, The church 
at preſent is in a declining way, by reaſon of fa- 
milies removing thence towards Reditone creek 
on Monangahbela, where a church 1s like to be 
gathered ſoon. There 1s alſo a likehhood that 
another baptiſt church will be raiſed in the nor- 
thern liberties of Philadelphia. 

From what hath been written it appears (1) 
'That there are in Pennſylvania about 650 fa- 
milies of the britiſh baptiſts who obſerve the 
firſt-day ſgbbath ; which, if multiplied by 5, 
will ſeem to contain 3252 ſouls ; whereof only 
G668.are baptized (2) 7 oh there are ten chur- 
ches of ſuch baptiſts ; to which appertaia 18 
meeting houſes; and only 11 miniſters (3) 
'That the firſt conſtituents of thoſe churches 
were chiefly emigrants from Wales, or their 
offspring (4) That ſome of the firſt ſettlers 
4n the province were of tbe baptiſt denomi- 
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Treats of the keithian Baptiſts. 


Soon after the ſettlement of Pennſylvanra 
a difference aroſe among the Quakers touchy 
ing The ſufficiency of what every man naturally 
has within himſelf for the purpoſe of his own ſalua= 
tion. Some demied that ſufhciency, and con- 
ſequently mſagnified the external Word, Chriſt 
&c above Barclay's meaſure.. Thefe were head- 
ed by the famous George Keith, and therefore 
called KEITHIANS, 'The difference roſe to a 
diviſion in the year 1691 when ſeparate meet- 
ings were ſet up in diverſe parts-of the country, 
and a general one at Buzlington. in oppoſition 
to that of Philadelphia, This: year they pub- 
liſhed a Confeſſion of faith, containing twelve ar- 
ticles much in Barelay's ſtrain, and. ſigned by 
George Keith, Thomas Budd, John Hart, 
Richard Hilhard, Thomas Heoten and. Henry 
Furnis in the behalf of the reſt, They alſo 
publiſhed The reaſons of the ſeparation &c ſigned 
by the ſame perſons. and others to the number 
of 43. About the ſame-time, and afterward 
were publiſhed ſeveral other pieces*. The de- 


* The pieces which came under my notice are, Copy 
of the judgment againſt G. Keith &c, Expoſtulaticu with 
Samuel Fennings, Thomas Loyd &c. Plea of the innocent 
&c. Second Expoſtulation &c. Appeal jo the ſpirit of 
truth &c Truth and innocence againfl calumuy and defa- ' 
matii;n &Cc. \ Te/timony againſt opinions &c. Fundamental 
truths &c. Falſe judgment reprebended &c. Anſwer to - 
papers from Maryland &c. - TJufl rebuke &e. Diſcovery 
of bypocriſy &c. Hereſy and hatred &c. New Eng+ 
land 's ſpirit of perſecuttin in PcnnſylWthia &c, Sericus_ 
appeal &c. Spirit of the bat &c. 


_ ( '56 } > 
fign of thoſe publications was (1) To inform: 
the world of the principles of the ſeparate 

Quakers. (2) To fix the blame of the ſepara- * 
tion on the' oppoſite party ; and (3) To com- 
plain of the unfair treatment, ſanders, fines, 
wmpriſonments and other ſpecies of-perſecotion 
which. they endured from their brethren, — 
Whether theſe complaints be, jnſt or not is nei- 
ther my buſineſs nor inclination to determine. 
If juſt, the Quakers have alfo ſhown «© That 
every 1e& would perſecute had they but power”. 
E know but one exception to this ſatyrical re- 
mark, and that 1s the Baptiſts ; they have had 
civil. power in their hands in Rhodeifland go- 
vernment for a 136 years, and yet have never 
abuſed t m this manner, their enemies them« 


'felves being judges. And it is remarkable that 


John Holmes Eſq. (the only baptiſt magiſtrate 
m Plaladelphia at the time refered to) refuſed 
to act with the Quaker magiſtrates. againſt the 


- Keithians, alledging © That1t was a religious 


« diſpute: and:therefore not fit for a crvil court”. 
Nay, he openly blamed the court (held at Phi- 
hdelphia Dec. 6—12, 1692) for refuſing” to. 
admit the exceptions whick- the priſoners made 
to their jury, However, the keithiar quakers 
ſoon declined ;- their head deſerted them and: 
went over to the Epiſcopalians. Some follow- 
ed him thither. Some returned to the Penn 
Quakers ; and ſome: went to other ſocieties. 


Nevertheleſs many. perſiſted-in the ſeparation,, 
. particularly at Upperprovidence ;. at Phitadel- 


Phia ; at Southampton ; and at Lowerdublin. 
Theſe by reſigning themſelves to the guidance 
$f Scripture, began to find water 1n the con. 
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miſſion” (@) ; bread and wine in the eommand 
(e) ; community of goods, love feaſt, kiſs of 
charity, right hand of fellowſhip, :anointing 
the ſick for recovery, and waſhing the diſci- 
ples feet in other texts (/); and therefore were 
determined to practiſe accordingly 


The ſociety of Keithians moſt forward* in 
theſe matters was that kept at the. houſe of. 


Thomas Powell in Upperprovidenoe: ; which: 
forwardneſs, it 1s faid,. was owing to one Abel 
Noble who vifited them, and was a ſeventhday- 
baptiſt miniſter. when he arrived in this country. 
The time they began. to put their deſigns in 
practice was Jun, 28.. 1697 when the ſaid Abel 
Noble baptized a public Friend (whoſe name 
was Thomas Martin) in Redley creek. After- 
wards: Mr. Martin baptized other Quakers viz 
Thomas. Powell, Evan Harry, Hugh Harry, 
John Palmer, Judith . Calvert, Alce Veſta], 
Thomas. Budd,. Richard Dungworth, John 
Powell;. David Thomas, John Hannum, Mar- 
gery Hannum, Margery Martin, Mary Palmer, 


Elizabeth Powell; JohnBeckingham. To them 
joined one: William Beckingham who broke off 


from the church of. Cohanſey. Theſe 19 per- 


ſons d1d,.ORober 12, 1697, incorporate ; and: 


proceeded to chooſe a miniſter by lot, "Three 
were put innomination, Willtam Beckingham, 
Thomas: Budd, Thomas Martin ; the lot fel] 


on the laſt, who the ſame day adminiftred the. - 


Lord's ſupper to them for the firit time From: 


that*day- forth other keithian- quakers were 


x: (a ) Math' xxvii. rg (e) Math. xxvi. 26—30; 
) AQ, 1, 41-—47. Jud. I, Rom, >4o0 16, Gal. 1, Qs - 


Joh.-xiii, Jam, \ OE I4—16 F 


_ fogether for 9 years, 


fngton, Elizabeth Thomas, Jane Phillips, Ed- 
ward Lane, Edward Edwards, James Plumley, 


. David Phillips, Elizabetle Paviour, Mary Clark; 
Elizabeth Hall; Rees Price &c, forthe of which: 
Hyed ir other parts of the country. But in 
F700 a difference aroſe among them touchirig 


the ſabbath: which broke up the ſociety. Such 
as' adhered tothe obſervation of the ſeventh 


day kept togetherat Newtown, where-ſome of 


their poſterity are to this day. The reſt lay 
fcattered in the neighbourhood till Mr. Abel 
Morgan gathered together 15 ot them, and 
formed them into a ſociety, now called the 
Ehurch of Brandirvine, See p. 29. 

Another ſociety of keithran quakers- who 


. Kept together was that of Philadelphia, where 


they builded a meeting houſe in 1692. Ot. 


, theſe, two - public perſons were baptized in 
1697 by Rev. Thomas Killingworth of Cohanſey 


Their names were” Wilkam Davis and Thomas 


Rutter. 'The firſt joined Pennepek ; the ather 


kept preaching in Philadelphia where he bap- 
tized one Henry Bernard' Koſter, 'Thomas- 
Peart, and feven' others whoſe names are not 
om record, Theſe 9 perſons united? in commus+ 
nion- June 12, 1698, having "Thomas Rutter to 
theiy miniſter, They increaſed and continued 
But ſome removing to- 
the country, and the unbaptized keithians fall- 
img off, the ſociety 'in a manner broke up ut 
1707 ; for then the few that remained invited: 
the regular baptiſts to join them, and were In» 
corporated: with” them 


| & third ſociety of Feithign gquakers Was at 


ſ 


baptized» Ann'Compton,. Samnel Miles; Har 
nab Brunſdun, William Thomas, Richard Buf- 


—_ 
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Sonthamptors in Bucks county, kept at the 
houſe of one John Swift. "Their preacher: was: 
Joim Hart. In- 1697 ſaid John Hart,. John 
Swift, Evan Morgan and others were baptiz- 
ed by the forementioned- Mr. Thomas Rutter. 
Evan Morgen joined Pennepek the ſame year 5 
the reſt kept together to 1702, and. then fol 
lowed the ſteps of Evan Morgan 

The other ſociety of keithian quakers was 
that in Lowerdublin townſhip, kept at the houſe 
of Abraham Pratr, One of theſe,. John Wells, 
became a baptiſt Sep. 27, F697, 'Fhe next 
year Mr, William Davis joined them, being put 
out of the church of Pennepek for hereſy. In 
1699 and afterwards others were baptized, as 
David Price and wite, Abraham Pratt and wife,. 
Richard Wanſell, Margaret Davis, Martha 
Deal, Peter Deal, Richard Wells, Richard 
Sparks, Nicholas. Aſhmead, Alexander Bah- 
cock, &, Theſe united in communion after 
the manner of their brethren at Upperprovi- 
dence, having William Davis to their miniſter; 
But they had not been long a ſociety before 
the ſame queſtion divided them, as in Cheſter 
county. Thoſe who preferred the ſeventh day 
' were: Wilham Davis, their preacher; the Wells 
the Wanſets, the Pratts, the Aſhineads, &c. 
Theſe met by themſelves ; and in 1702 built a 
place of worſhip in Oxford townthip. But their 
preacher, WilliamDavis, leaving themin 17113 + 
and their meeting houſe being taken from them 
they became as ſheep without a ſhepherd. 


- Thoſe who adhered to the obſervance of- the 


Srſtday ſabbath jomed Pennepek | 
= Thus have we ſeen that the keithian quakers: 


ended in-kind of trausformation into leithian 


( & ) 
baptiſts 3 they were alſo called quater bapti/?}, 
becauſe they ſtill retained the language, dreſs, 
and manners of the quakers. -- We have ſeen 
alſo that the keithian or quaker baptiſts ended 
m another kind of transformation into /eventh- 
day baptiſts ; though fome- went -among the 
fir/tday baptiſts and other ſocieties. However 
theſe were the beginning of the Sabbatarians 
in this province. A confeffion of faith was 
publiſhed by the keithian baptiſts in 1697 : « 
conſiſts chiefly of the articles in the {ples creed. 
The additions are articles which relate to bap- 
tifm by mmmerion'; the Lord's ſupper ; diſtin- 
guiſhing days and months by numerical names; 
plainneſs of language and dreſs ; not ſwearing; 
not fighting &c 


£-4-20-T--I, 
Treats of the ſeventhday baptiſts. 


THEesz, it is well known, receive their diſ- 
tin&tion from the day of the week they obſerve: 
for holy reſt. The charatters of general and 
particular divide them in this province, few as 
they are. They originated from the keithian 
baptiſts in- 17500; as has been obſerved before, 
who were general in their, ſentiments touching 
the redemption of Chriſt. Before that time I . 
can find but one ſeventhday baptiſt in Pennſyl- 
vania viz Mr. Able Noble. He arrived, it is 
ſaid, in the year 1684. His name 1s among 
the forty eight who ſigned the reaſons of the 
keithian ſeparation in 1691. By him was the 
firſt keithian baptized in 3697 ; and by him: 


(67. } 

were the relt gained over to' the Obſervance-ob 
the ſeventh. day, I ſuppoſe therefore be may be 
called the father of them in this part of Ame» 
rica, 'The congregation of german baptiſts at 
Tunkerſlown, who obſerve the ſeventh day, owe 
their peculiarity in that point ta this man. 
But—more of theſe -hereatter-: at preſent we 
have only to do with the brits/þ 1eventhday 
baptiſts. Of theſe there be ſour focieties 1a the 
Province, 

THe firſt ſociety we ſhall mention 1s. that at 
Newtown wm U pperprovidence, Cheſter county, 
about. 24 miles wbs from Philadelphia. 'T'he 
meeting is kept at the houſe of David Thomas. 
Three families belong to this place ; whereof 
the following perſons are baptized, David 
Thomas, John German, Hazael Thomas, 
Ruth Thomas, Prifcilla Wane, Elizabeth 
Wane, Mary Gilky. This was their ſtate in 
1770. They originated in 1400 in themanner 
deſcribed-in page 58 ; but their miniſters mef+ 
fieurs Martin, Beckingham and. Budd dying, 
and' none riſing in their ſtead they are reduced 
to a ſmall handful 

The next ſociety of them is at Pernepet in 
Lowerdublin, county of Philadelphia, about 
9 miles nehn-from the city. The meeting 1s 
held at the houſe of Benjamin Tomlinſon, e- 
very ſecond ſabbath, by Mr. Enoch David. 
The families belonging to this ſociety are e- 
leven ; whereof the following perſons are bap- 
tized, Samuel Wells, Richard Tomhlnſon. and 
wite, Job: Noble and wife, Elizabeth Weſt, 
Mary Keen, Rebecka Dungan, Enoch David. 
This was their ftate in 19750. They origmated 
in the, manner deſcribed in page 59 about the 
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year 14017, But their miniſters, William Da- 
vis and Thomas Rutter quitting them, and 
none other rifting m their ſtead they are re- 
duced at preſent to 9 ſouls, In the year 1702 
they built a meeting houſe on a lot given them 
by Thomas Graves ; but they negle&ing to 
take a_conveyance in due time, the -epiſcopali- - 
ans have got both the Jot and houſe. On the 
lot they have built Oxford church, and turned 
the baptiſt meeting houſe to a ſtable while it 
ftood, but now it is no more 

The third ſociety of them is at Nottingham int 


Cheſter county, about 50 miles ss w from Phi- 


ladelphia. The meeting is kept ſometimes at 
the houſe of Abigail Price in ſaid Nottingham, 
but chiefly at the houſe of Samuel Bond in 
Cecil county, in the province of Maryland. 
The families to which Nottingham is central 


; are fix; whereof 8 perſons are baptized viz 


Daniel Oſborn, Joſeph Oſborn, Samuel Bond, 
Richard Bond, Richard Clayton, Abigail Price, 
Ann Bond, Mary Bond. ' Here & yearly meet- 
ing is kept on the laſt ſabbath in Auguſt, This 
was their ſtate in 1940, They originated from 
the keithians at 'Upperprovidence as deſcribed 
in page 58, But having no miniſter among 
them, and lying wide one of another they have 
not increaſed. | | 

The other ſociety of them is at Frenchcreet in 
Eaft Nantmel townſkip, county of Cheſter, a- 
bout 32 miles xw bw from Philadelphia, Here 
s a meeting houſe, 3o feet by 22, built in 1962, 
ena lot of one acre, the gift of David Rogers. 
Fhe families belonging to the place are fix; 
whereof 10 perſons are baptized, Philip 'Tho- 
mas, Gwen Griffiths, David Rogers, AbeL 


( 9%] 
Griffiths, James Roberts, William Griffiths, 
Daniel Griffiths, Owen Hughs, . Edward 
Hughs and Ann Hughs. They have no ſtated 
worſhip in this houſe, though it be the only 
one belonging to the ſabbatarians, This was 
their ſtate in 1970. They originated in the 
year 1726, when the following perſons broke 
off from the Greatyalley church-on- account of 
their change of ſentiments concerning the ſab- 
bath, Philip Davis, Lewis Williams, Richard 
Edwards, Griffy Griffiths ;' and the next year 
William James. * Theſe five, with their families 
removed to French creek in the fore faid year, 
Philip Davis and Lewis Wilhams did preach as 
mong them, and after them, John Brayman ; 
but for ſometime paſt they have been as ſheep 
without a ſhepherd 

Thus have we ſeen (1) That there are in 
Pennſylvania of the ſeventh-day baptiſts 26 fa- 
milies containing about 130 ſouls, allowing 5 
to a family ; whereof 31 are baptized, (2) 
That they originated from the keithian bap- 
tilts about the year 1700 by means of Abel No- 
ble (3) That they have two yearly meetings ; 
and one meeting houſe, To which we may 
add, that they have one miniſter. He is* 


Rev. Enoch David. 


HE was born Feb. 22. 1918 at Duckcreek in 
the county of Kent. Went amony the Indians 
in 1740... Called to the miniſtry, at WelſhtraR, 
in 1751. Embraced the ſentiments of the Sab- 
batarians in 1752.- Ordained Oc. 16. 1769, 
He has . had four wives, by whom he has 


children, Marian, Ebenezer, Suſanna, Eliaſhib, 
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Zedckiah, Elizabeth; Daniel, Owen. Ebene- ; 


zer is now at Rhodeiſland college. 


PART IV. 


/ 


Treats of the Germans an Pennſyloanie 
who are commonly called TunkERs, 
t0 diſtinguiſh them from the MExxo- 


NISTS; for both are /tyled Dig Tauter 
or Baptilts. 


Trxy are-called Twikers in derifion which 
3s as much as to ſay Sys, trom Zunken to put a 
wiorſel into ſauce; but as the term fignifies Dip- 
persthey may reſt content with the nick-name, 
ince it-is the fate of Baptiſts in all countries to 
bear ſome croſs or other. They-are alſo call- 
ed Tumblers, from the manner in which they 
perform baptiſm, which 1s by putting the par- 
ty's head forward under water (while kneel- 


- ing) ſo as to refemble the motion of the body 
| in the action of tumbling. 


The Germans 
Lound the letters # and b like 4 and þ ; hence 
the words Tunters and Tumblers have been.cor- 

ruptly written Dankers and Dumplers, The 
firſt appearing of theſe people in America was 
In the fall of the year 1719 when about twenty 
Families landed in Philadetphia, 'and diſperſed 
themſclves,ſome to Germautown, ſome to Skip- 
Peck, ſome to Oley, ſome'to Conneſtogo and 
.exewhere. This difperfion incapacitated them 


_ to meet for public. worſhip; and therefore Be 


foon began to' grow lukewarm in religion. B 
4 the year 1722. mcllicurs Baker, Gomery, 
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Gantz and the Trautzs viſited their ſcattered 
brethren which was attended with a- great re- 
vival, in ſo much that ſocieties were formed 
wherever a number of families were within 

reach one of another, But this laſted not a- 
bove three years, They ſettled on their lets 
again, till about thirty families more of their 
perſecuted brethren arrived i the fall of the 
year 1729, Which both quickened them again, 
and increaſed their number every where. — 
Theſe two companies had been members of one 
and the ſame church, which originated at 
Schwardzenau in the year 19508. The firſt 
conſtituents were Alexander Mack and wite, 
John Kipin and wife, George Grevy, Andreas 
Bhoney, Lucas Fetter and Joanna Nethigeim, 
'Theie had been bred preſbyterians, except Kip- 
m who wasa lutheran ; and, bemg neighbours, 
they conſorted together to read the bible, and 
ediſy one another in the way they had been 
brought up ; for as yet they did not know that 
there were any baptiits 11 the world. However, 
believer's bapliſm and a congregational church 
ſoon gained upon them, in ſo'much that they 
were determined to obey the goſpel ia theſe 
matters. 'They deſired Alexander Mack to bap- 
tize them ; but he deeming himſelf in reality 
unbaptized, refuſed, Upon which they caſt 
lots to find who ſhould bz afiratos. On 
whom the lot fell hath been carefully concealed, 
However, baptized they were in the river E- 


der by Schwardzenau ; and then formed them- 


ſelves into a_ church ; chooſing Alexander - 
Mack to be their miniſter. "They wucreaſed faſt ; 
and began to ſpread their branches to Merien- 
Horn and Epſtein, having John Naaſfs, and 
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Chriſtian Levy to their miniſters in thoſe pla- 
ces. But perſecution quickly drave them thence, 
ſome to Holland, and ſome to Creyfelt. Soon 
after the mother-church voluptarily removed 


from Schwardzenaa to Seruſtervin in Frizland; _ 


and from thence migrated towards America in 
1719. And mn 1729 thoſe of Creyfelt and Hol- 
Jand followed their brethren. - Thus we ſee 
that all the Tunker churches in. America 
ſprang from the church of Schwardzenau in 
Germany ; that that church began in 1108 
with only ſeven ſouls, and that in a place 
' where no baptiſts had been in the memory of 
man, NOT any now are, In 62 years that /itle 
one is become a thouſand, and that ſmall one a great 
nation. Tt 1s very hard to give a true account 
of the principles of theſe Tankers as they have 
not publiſhed any ſyſtem or creed, except what 
two individuals have put forth ; which have 
not been publicly avowed, However, . I may 
afſert the following things concerning them 
from my own knowledge. 'They are general 


bapti/ts in the ſenſe which that phraſe bears in - 


Greatbritaim ; but not Friars nor Socir;izans, as 
molt of their brethren in Holland are. General 
redemption they certainly hold ; and, withall, 
general ſalvation ; which tenets though wrong 
are conſiftent, Fhey uſe great plainneſs of 
Janguage and dreſs, like the wool and 
like them will neither ſwear nor fight. "They 
will not go to law ; nor take intereſt for the 
money they lend, They commonly wear their 
—beards; and keep the firſt day ſabbath, except 
one congregation, They have the Lord's ſup- 
per with its ancient attendents of love-feaſtr, 


waſhing feet, kiſs of charity, and right hand of 
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fellowſhip. They anoint the fick with ol! for 
recovery ; and ule the ?rine immerſion, with lay- 
ing on of hands and prayer, even while the per- 
ſon baptized is in the water ; which may eaft- 
ly be done as the party kneels down to be bap- 
tized ; and continues in that poſture tilt both 

_ prayer and impoſition of hands be performed. 

But though their baptiſm be well contrived for 

trine immerſion, yet it loſes the reſemblance of 

a burial. Their church government and diſci- 

pline are'the ſame with thoſe ot the engliſh bap- 

tiſts ; except that every brother 1s allowed to 

ſtand up in the congregation to ſpeakin a way 

of exhortation and expounding ; and when by 
theſe-means they find a man eminent for &yow- 

lege and apineſs to teach, they chooſe him to 

be a miniſter, and ordain him with impoſition 

of hands, attended with faſting and prayer and 

giving the right hand of fellowſhip. They 

[ allo have deacons ; and ancient widows for dea- 
| coneſſes ; and exhorterr ; who are licenced to uſe 
/ their gifts ſtavedly, They pay not their mini- 
= ſters unleſs it be in a way of preſents, though 
5 they admit their right to-pay ; neither do the 
| miniſters aflert the right, eſteeming it more 
, bleſſed to give than te recetve, Their acquaintance 
with the bible 1s admirable. In a word, they 
are meek and pious chriſtians ; and have juſtly 
acquired the character of the Harmleſs Tunkers. 
Of "theſe there are, in Pennſytvania, ſeveral 
congregations, Here follow ſome accounts of 
them, and of theirpreachers, Thoſe in other 
provinces ſhall be ſpoken: of hereafter. The 
firit ſociety of this people is that at | 
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BEGGARSTOWN. 


Tr1s takes its diſtin&ion from a little village 
ot the above name, in the townſhip of Ger- 
mantown, eight miles xqw from the city. The 
meeting-houle is of ſtone, 30 feet ſquare, e- 

| rected this year, on a lot of eighty "rods, the 
gift of one Peter Shiſbert. On the ſame lot 
ands their old building ere&ed by one John 

. Pettikoffer for his dwelling houſe in 1731 ; and 
becauſe it was the firſt houſe in the place, and 
ereted by a beggar, the village afſumed the 
name of Begpgar//own. The families belonging 
to this congregation are-about 30 ; whereof 
57 * perſons are baptized and in the communi- 
on of the church, This was their ſtate in 15750. 
For their beginning we have no further back to 
Took than Dec. 25. 1723 when the following 
perſcns (ſome baptized in Germany and fome 
in this country) formed themſelves into a fſo- 
ciety, having Mr. Peter Baker to their miniſter ; 
and had the Lord's fupper' and Iove fealt &c 
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* Alexander Mack mini/t. with his wife and daughter, 
Chriſtopher Sower ex#. with his wife and ſon, pred We 
Boyer deac. George Shriber and wife, Henry Shoghuft and 
two daughters, Philip Weaver and wife, Peter. Lybert 
and wife, John SlingInff and viife, Henry Slingluff, An- 
thony Snyder and wife, Richard,Roob, Michael Keyſes, 
Peter Keyſer and wife, Jacob Bowman and wife, Juſtus 
Fox and wife, John Kime, Conrad Good, Conrad Stamm 
and wife, Hannah Stamm, Mary Baker, Saruh Baker, 
Snſannah Baker, Eve Fith, Elizabeth Boyer, Mary Boſ- 
fert, Margaret Herfzback, Magdalen Mellinger, Eliza- 

| beth Roob, Chriſtian de Lafhet and wife, William Spy» 
ra and wite, Nathaniel Shryber, Katherine Shryber, Hen= 

- _ ry Sharpreck and wife, Mary Nyfe, Rulolph Haly and 
wite, Mary Feudg Sybelia Ear. © 
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for the firſt time-; and the firſt time they were 
celebrated by them in the province, Their 
names were Mr, Peter Baker, Henrick Traut, 
Henry Holzaptel, Johannes Gomery,._Jeremi- 
ah 'Traut, Baller Traut, Stephen Koch, ]o- 
hannes Hildebrand, Daniel Ritter, George 
Balſer Gans, _Jacob Koch, John Preis, John 
Kempfer, Magdahna Traut, Anna Gomery, 
Maria Hildebrand, and Joanna Gans. From 
this ſmall beginning with 16 perſons they have 
in 47 years increaſed to the number of 55, Now 

other remarkable event 2a happened in this 
congregation, 'The mrunifter they firſt had was 


Rev. Peter Baker. 


He was born in 1687 at Dilſheim in Ger- 
many. Educated a preſbyterian, Embraced 
the principles of the baptiſts in 1714. ' Arrived 
in this country in 1719. Settled with the 
church of Beggarſtown'in 1723. Went to 
Skippek in 1947 where he died and was buried 
Mar. 19. 1758. He married Dorothy Part- 
man by whom he had two. daughters, 'Mary 
and Elizabeth who married into the Heerly and 
Stump families and have raiſed him 15 REI 
children, Whatever his real character was. 
yet this may be faid of him, He Taboured more- 
abundantly than all his cotemporaries, His 
facceiior who had been allo his colleague was. 


Rev. Alexander Mack, 


Hs was born in the year 1680 at Schriſheim 
in Germany, Was educated a Calviniſt,  Em- 


braced the baptiit principles ia ho8., Arrived 


C901 

to this country with many of his congregation 
in 1729, and became a miniſter of Beggarſtg 
the fame year, Died in 1735 and was b Ned 
at Germantown, He married Anna Margare- 
ta Kling by whom he had children, Valentine, 
John, Alexander, (now miniſter of Beggarſ- 
town) who married into the Hildebrand, 
Sneider and Nifſe families and have raiſed- him. 
many grand childrz-n. His fonrth chitd was 
Anna, now a fingle ſiſter at Ephrata, Mr. 
Mack was a man, of real piety. He had a 
handſome patrimony at Schriſheim, with a 
profitable milland vineyards thereon, but ſpent 
all in raifing and, maintaining. his church at 
Schwardzenau: whereof he was father, and the 
father of all the Tunkers, His ſucceſſor is his 
- own fon 


Rev. Hohner Mack. 


Hr was born at Schwardzenau, Jan. 28. 
1712, Baptized in 1728. Arrived to Ameri- 
ca in 1929. Ordained in- 1749, at which time 
he took op him the care of the church, He 
married Elizabeth Nife, by whom he has chil- 
dren, Wilham, Sarah, Hannah, Lydia, Eliza- 
beth, Margaret, Mr, Mack is a fſtncere good 
man, Afiſtant to him 1s : 


Rev. Chriſtopher Sewer. 


He was born, Sep. 26, 1721, at Laſphe m 
Wirgeinſtein, Bred a preſbyterian, Came to 
this country in 1724, Baptized M1937. Or- 
dained Jun. 10. 1753, He married Catherine 
Sharpneck by whom he has children, Chrifto- 
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pher, Daniel, Peter, Catherine, Eſther, Da- 
vid, Samuel. The next church to this 1s 


GREATSWAMP, 


Tn1s ſociety is diſtinguiſhed by the above 
name, which is the name of a tract of land call- 


ed the. Greatiwamp. "The meeting 1s kept at 


the houſe of Mr.-John Frick in Uppermilford 
townſhip, in-the county of Bucks, about 49 
miles xqw from Philadelphia. . 'The families 
belonging to the ſociety are abont 20 whereof 
28 * perlons are baptized. Thus ſtood things 
with themin19570, Their beginning was in this 
manner. In the year 1433 one Salome Miller 
and Joſeph Miller her brother, John Brech and 
wife, Peter Longanacre and Peter Rhode were 
baptized by Mr. John Naafs. In 1735 were 
baptized, by Mr Peter Baker and Mr. Martin 
Urner, one Hanſe -Zuk and wife, John Slet- 
fer, and John Frick and wife ; andthe ſame 
time had theLord's ſupper adminiſtred to them 
by Mr Peter Baker. This was the period of 
their exiſtence as a fociety; and 11 their num- 
ber. They have exiſted for 35 years without 
any remarkable event, except that count Zeins | 
zeiidorf took away ſome of them in the year 
1752. At firſt they were viſited by miniſters 


* Tohn Frick exhor, and wife, Laurence Erboch and 
wife, Andrew Meinzinger, John Demud and wite, John 
Sleifer and wife, Henry Kun, Philip Goodman and wife, 
Philip Deal, F rederick Deal, John Redroch and wife, . 
Egite Chriſtian and wife, Lodowick Chriſtian and wife, 
Jacob Staut and wife, Mary Chriſtian, widow Rinker, 
Catherine Rinker, widow Olinger, widow Cny'Mgs Free 
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from other parts, and increaſed faſt, Several 
of the Mennoniſts joined them. But fince that 
time the increaſe has been inconſiderable, The 
frit ſettled miniſter they had was 


Rev. Abraham Dutoy. 


Hex was born in 1679 at Epſtein in Germany, 
Bred a prefbyterian. Embraced the principles 
of the baptiſts in 1712, Came to America in 
17528, Settled at Perkiomen ; and from thence 
went to the Greatſwamp 1n 1738, where he di- 
ed and was buried Mar. 2r. 1748, Smce 
that time Mr John Frick hath preached to 
them ; but 15 not ordained, The next church 
is 


- 


COVENTRY. 


TH1s takes its diſtinQtion from the townſhip 
where moſt of the members reſide, in the coun- 
ty of Cheſter, 37 miles x whw from Philadel- 
plita, Coventry is on the banks of Schuylkil, 
appolite to Potſgrove, - Theſe people have no 
Public place of worſhip, but ho'd their meetings 
in a kind of rotation at five private houſes. 
The preſent miniſter is Mr. Martin Urner ; who 
Has to his afſitant Mr. Peter Reinhart, The 
families belonging to them are about 22, where- 
of 4o * perſons are baptized. This was their 


* Martin Urner mim/. and wife, Peter 'Reinhart exhor. 
_ Owen Reinhart, Henry Daſker and wife, Nicholas Hare 
wick and wife, Abraham Grub and wife, Ch-iſtian Mo! - 
-Fieur, Barbara Miller, Barbara Welt Frederick -Rein- 
hare and wife, Barbars Urner, Elizabeth Ingles, Cathe- 
tine Grumbacker, C:therine Boch, John Eiker, Jacob 
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ſtate in 19750, For their original we muſt look 
back to 1724 when one Daniel Eiker and wife, . 
Henry Landis and wife, Peter Heffly, Martin 
Urner, Owen Langanacre and Andrew Sell 
(=50 had been baptized before) did unite to ce- 
ebrate the Lord's ſupper and to walk together. 
in love, having Rev. Peter Baker to their afhi{- 

tance, They increaſed faſt, and would now be 
a very large ſociety had not fo many families 


_ gone away to Virginia, Carolina and other 


parts, "The firſt miniſter they had was 
Rev. Peter Urner 


He was born in Alſace about the year 1695, 
and was bred a preſbyterian. He came to A- 
merica in 1715. Embraced the principles of 
the Baptiſts in 1922. Was ordained by Rev. 
Alexander Mack 1n 1729, at which time he took 
on him the overſight of the church. He died 
in 1755 and was buried in the grave yard at 
Coventry. His wife was Catherine Reift by 
whom he had children Mary, Martin, Jacob. 
Theſe married into the Woolt, Edis and Light 
families. Afliſtant to Mr. Urner was one Cafſ- 
per Ingles. The next and preſent miniſter is 


Rev. Martin Urner 


He'is nephew to the fore mentioned Martin 
Urner. Was born 1425-in Newhanover town- 


Pfauts and wife, Abraham Boch, Andrew Woolf, Eaſt- 


her Switſer, Wendle Danfelſer, Henry Bear and wife, 
Jacob Sweitſer and wife, Maud Reinharth, Jacob Light 
and wife, Philip Waggoner and wife, Eliz. Holderman, 
Anthony Berkard and Daughter, John Light aud wife, 
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ſhip and county of Philadelphia, Ordained in- 
1756, at which time he took on him the care of 
- the congregation, His afliſtant is Mr. Peter 
Reinharth, Mr. Urner martied Barbara Sweit- 
ſer by whom he has children Mary, Joſeph, 
Martin, Elizabeth. The next fociety is 


EPHRATA 


T#1s church is diſtinguiſhed by the above 
name which .is the name of the village where 
it exiſts, in ;Cocolico townſhip and Lancaſter 
county, 60 miles wx whw from Philadelphia. 
'The ſame village is frequently called Tunkers- 
town, TIt.confiſts of between 3o and 40 build- 
ings, and ftands on a parcel of land containing 
155 acres. "The land is formed into a triangle 
by the croflings of the paxton and lancaſter 
roads and Cocolico river. The places of wor- 
ſhip in the. village are three : one (called Sha- 
702 ) adjoins the ſiſters appartments by way of , 
chappel ; the .other, called Bethany, is a chap- 
pel belonging to the appartments of the bre- 
thren, where they, reſort to worſhip morning 
and evening, and ſometimes in the night, as 
the ſiſters alſo do in the other 'chappel ; the- 
third is a common church called Z;on, built on 
the ſummit of 'a little Hill, about 200 yards 
diſtant from the other, Here the ſingle breth- 
ren and fingle fiſters and the married people 
and their children meet once a week for pub- 
Iic worſhip. The brethren have adopted the 
dreſs of the white triers with ſome alteration ; 
and the ſifters. that of the nuns; and both, 
like them, have taken the vow of celibacy. 


But ſome break through the vow. Then they 


(8 
quit their cells and: go to'the neighbourhood a- 
mong the married: people. All the fraternity 
wear their beards, Their livelihood they get 
by cultivating the land, by a printing office, by 
a grit mill, a paper mill, an oil mill &c ; and 
the ſiſters by ſpinning, weaving, ſewing, &e, 
They ſlept at firſt on» board couches with. - 
blocks for pillows, but now ſleep on beds ; and 
have otherwiſe abated much of the ſeverity of 
their order, They keep the ſeventh day of the 
week for ſabbath, to which their founder ha4 
been proſelyted by the remains of the keithian 
baptiſts, particularly Rev, Thomas Rutter, who 
in this affair was the diſciple of Abel Noble, 
From the uncouth dreſs, the recluſe and alſce- 
tic life of theſe people ſour afpets and rough 
manners might be expected ; but on the contra» 
ry, a ſmiling innocence and meekneſs grace 
their countenances, and a ſoftneſs of tone and 
accent adorn their converſation, and make theip 
deportment gentle and' 6dliging. *Fheir fing» 
ing is charming ; partly owing to the pleaſant- 
neſs of their voices, the variety of parts they 
carTy on together and the devout manner of 
performance. 'The families belonging to the 
fociety are about 40 whereof about 1235 * per- 
jons (including the ſingle brethren and ſiſters) 


* The number of ſingle brethren is only 14. Their 
names are Rev. Peter Miller, John Mayle, Jacoh Moyer, 
Mark Graff, John Huple, John Reiſman, Chriſtian Reb, 
Jacob Eiker, Samuel Funk, George Miller, Jacob Kim» 
mel, Wilttem Lebrecht, Henry Bendle, Jacob Funk 

The number of ſingle ſiſters is 28, Barbara Moyer and 
Elizabeth Eckſtone, matrons, Catherine Hegeman, Mary 
Landert, Catherine Volzin, Elizabeth Zinn, Barbara 
Bream, Elizabeth Heafly, Anna Maria Gramar, Hannah 
Leighty, Catherine Gardner, Roſina Good, Chriſtians 


I» 
are baptized and in communion. This was 
their ſtate in 1970. They had their exiſtence 
as a ſociety on Nov. 12, 1724 when Conrad 
Beiflel, Joſeph Shaffer, John Moyer and wife, 
Henrick Hehn and wite and Veronica Frederick 
were baptized in Pequea river by Rev, Peter 
Baker. The ſame day theſe ſeven incorporat- 
ed into a church and choſe Conrad Beiflel to be 
their miniſter. Afﬀtef this they continued ſome 
time at Millcreek ; and then, removing-about 
three miles northward, pitched on the land 
of Rudolph Neagley, in Earl townſhip. Here 
they continued about ſeven years ; and hither 


Funk, Maria Miller, Elizabeth M>ck, CatherineHenrick, 
Veronica Funk, Chriitiana Leſsley, Mariah Henrickx, Su- 
Janna Stedtler, Louiſa Beiflel, Barbara Kimmel, Maria 
Hecker, Maria Eiker, Maria Graff, Dorothy Monſhour 
The married members and their offspring are John. 
Hoffman, John Miller and wife, Mrs. Pethkoffer, John 
Fethcofter, Iſaac Pethcoffter, Mrs. Heuple, Henry Heu- 
le and wite, Magdalene Leſhar, Jacob Seibers and wife 
and ſon and daughter, Godfreid Scuſinger and wife, E- 
jon Miller and wife, Jacob Kellar and wife, Sebaſtian 
Keller, Joſeph Keller and wife, Frederick Keller and 
wife, Joſeph Heafly, John Heafly and wite, Magdalere 
Gitter, Jacob Martin, Maria Martin, Jacob Spreple 
wife and daughter, Mrs Hahn, Jacob Graft and wite, Jo- 
ſeph Graff, Daniel Good and wife, James Anguis-and 
wife and daughter, Jacob Senſeman and wife, Mrs Senſe- 
man, Mrs Shreid, Jacob Gorgas and wife, Adam Ken- 
ickmaker, Jacob Neagley and wife and maid, Catherine 
Janſin, Herman Zinn and wife, Conred Boldhauſon, 
Peter Fahnſtick and wife, Margaret Fahnſtick and maid; 
i} John Neagley and wife, John Garber and wite, Benjamin 
= Bowman and wife, John Bowman, Laurence Double and 
wife, Martha Simeon and daughter, John Hnber, Jere- 
 miah Miller and wife, Lodowick* Hecker, Suſanna Hart- 
man, Barbara Rorback, Geo. Zinn & wite, And. Hook & 
wife, Lod. Bender & wifc, Gertrude Mellinger, An. Thom- 
mim, Ann Leſsley, Jacob Rohrer and wife and ſon and _.. 
daughter, John Fabhnſtick and wife, : <4 


* 
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reſorted many to ſee them, ſome of which join 
ed the ſociety. Here they began their oecono- 
my, the men living by themſelves on the fore- 
mentioned lands, and the women alſo by them- 
ſelves on the adjoining lands of John Moyly. 
Here Conrad Beifſel appointed two elders and 
a matron to preſide over his church in the wil- 
derneſs, binding them by a ſolemn promiſe (and 
at the ſame time giving to each a teſtament) to 
govern according to the rules of that book. 
Then he withdrew, and made as though they 
ſhould ſee him ny more. This was done in the 
year 1733. He travelled northward till he 
came to the ſpot where Ephrata or "Funker!- 
town now ſtands, and with* his hoe planted 
indian corn and roots for. his ſubſiſtence. But 
he had not been long in the place before the ſo- 
ciety found him out and repaired to his little 
cot ; the brethren ſettling with him on the weſt 
banks of Cocolico, and the ſiſters on the eaſt, 
all in ſight of one another with the river run- 
ing between them. "The next year they ſet a> 
bout building their village, beginning with a 
place of worſhip. The village is incloſed with 
a large ditch, and fortified with poſts and' rails 
and quickſets. 'The founder of this people and 
their firſt miniſter was 


Rev. Conrad Beifel 


T'a1s was his real name ; but when he be-- 
came a baptiſt he aſſumed the name of Freid- 
ſam Geuttrecht, and gave new names to all the 
brethren and filters. He was born in 1690 at 
Eberback in Germany. Bred a prelbyterian. 


Arrived i Boſtop ip 1729+ ; Thence he and his 


# 
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two companions, Stunts and Steiffel, travelled 


weſtward to Pennſylvania, and lived as her- 
mits about Millcreek and the Swedeſpring 1n 
Lancaſter county, He embraced the principles 
of the Baptiſts in 1724. Died Jul. 6 1768 and 


was buried at Ephrata, As for his character 


I give it in the words of one who knew him 
well «© He was very tri in his morals and 
«« praiſed ſfelfdenial and mortification to an 
** uncommon degree. Enthufialtic and whim- 
& fical he certainly was, but an apparent de- 
* voutneſs and fincerity ran through all his od- 
*& dities. He was not an adept 1n any of the 
*« liberal arts and ſciences except muſic ; in * 
« which he excelled. He compofed and ſet to: 

«© muſic (in three, four, fix and eight parts) a 

« folio volume of hymns, and another of an- 
* thems. He publiſhed a difſertation pn the fall 
* of man in he myſterions ſtrain ; aiſo a vo- 
« Jume of letters. He left behind ſeveral books 
« jn manuſcripts curiouſly written and embel- 
« lifhed-” Tt is expected his hfe will be pub- 
Iiſhed by his ſuccefor and. the preſent miniſter 
of Ephrata | 


Rev. Peter Miller 


He was born in 1709 inthe bailywick of Kai- 
fadtert in Germany. Had hiseducation in the 
univerſity .of Heildeberg, Came to this coun- 
try in 1730 and ſettled with the dutch preſby- 
terians in Philadelphia. There he was ordain- 


_ed by Rev. meſfeurs Tennent, Boyd and An- 
& hat the fame year. He embraced the prin- 


ciples of the baptiſis 1 in 1735 ; and in 1744 Te» 
ceived another orgdination from Rev, Conrad 
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Beiſſel to be prior of the ſociety, over which he 
ill preſides. Dr. Douglas (in-.his hiſtory of 
the provinces) ſaith thay he ts a good ſchollar 
and writes fine latin | 
No very remarkable event hath happened in: 
this ſociety, which hath now exiſted for 46 
years, except a confederacy which Eckerlin 
oor firſt prior) had formed to ſupplant the 
ounder. He had ſeduced the brethren to hispur- 
poſe, and began to tamper with the filters ; but 
they, perceiving his defign, oppoſed and defeat- 
ed it. He has ſince cauſed uneafinefs by rea» 
fon of the power he has as truſtee for the land, 
But the: ſociety are meditating to have their 
grievances redrefſed. by a bill of affembly. 
The number of ſingle brethren and 'fiſters is. 
much reduced ; nor 1s it likely that young peo» 
ple will join them to keep up. a. ſaccethon 


= mw "I 


Tr1s ſociety takes its diſtinction from the 
townſhip where moſt of the people reſide, in 
the county of Berks, 54 miles nw from Phila- 
delphia, The preſent preachers are meſs,. 
Martin Gaby and Jacob Joder, but not or+ 
dained. The families belonging to the place 
are about x2 whereof 20 * perſons are baptize- 
ed. This is their preſent ſtate. They had 

* their beginning about 1732 when one Ritters, 
Shilbert, Blanſh, and- others did unite for com+ 


* Martin Gaby exhoy. and wife, John Joder - exhor. 
and wife, Conrad Price and wife, Dayid Price and wife, 
Pavid Kinſey and wife, Jacob Baker and wife, Chriſtian 
Kinſcy and wife, Peter Kleine, Liſs Elks, Mar 
Harpine, Catherine Plank, Daniel Klcine and wife, 


3 He 
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munion of ſaints, having Peter Baker to their 
athiſtance, Since this time they have had no 
ordained miniſter, but are viſited by Rev.George 
Kleine, 'This church is much reduced by rea- 
{on of removals of families to other parts, par- 
ticularly to Conecocheague in 1743 


: CelE—DO iQ 


THr1s ſociety is diſtinguiſhed by the above 
name which 1s the name of a little river near to _. 
which the people reſide, in Cocolico townſhip 
and county of Lancaſter, 60 miles wxwhw 
trom Philadelphia. The miniſter is Rev, * Ja- 
cob Sonday, who has Mr. John Landis to his 
alliſtance. Mr. Sonday was born in Germany 
in 1700. Came to this country in 1733. Was 
ordained in 1163, at which time he took on 
him the overſight of the church. He married 
Mary Landis by whom he has one ſon. The 
families belonging to the ſociety are about 53 
whereot 86 * perſons are baptized. "This 1s 


| * Rev. Jacob Sonday and wife, John Landis, exhor. 
and wife, John Roſh and wife, Peter Eychelberger and 
wife, Michael Frantz and wife, Henry Mohler and wife, 
Peter Reyer and wife, Tobias Miller and wife, Chriſto- 

her Becker and wife, Elizabeth Leſsley, Catherine Har- 
Las, Ann Mohler, Magdalene Millenger, Daniel Bal- 
linger and wife, Daniel Reyer and wife, John Reyer and 
wite, Martia Meyer and wife, Jeremiah Woolf and wife, 
George Schwarts and wife, Jacob Landis and wife, Dae. 
vid Landis, Chriſtophex -Weſtenberger and wife, . Jacoh 
Sponhauer and wife, Chriſtopher Widder and wife, Jacob 
Knodel and. wife, Salome Harlacher, Barbara Frantz, 
Catherine Reyer, Margaret Landis, Barbara Steiner, Bar- 
bara Schob, Henry Schneider and wife, Daniel Hollinger 
and wife, Chriſtopher Reyer and wife, Jokn Meyer andq 


witc, Samuel Good and. wife, Eya Sychriſt, Jeremiah 
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their preſent ſtate, They originated about the 
year 1735 when the following perſons ſeparat- 
ed from the church of Ephrata and became a 
diſtin& ſociety viz Michael Pffauts, Rant Wo- 
olf, John Frantz, Emick Reyer, George 'Re- 
yer, John Landis, Samuel Good, Henry Snei- 
der, Philip Rouland and others, havies Rev. 
Peter Bakr to their afliſtance The firſt mi- 
niſter they had was Rev. Michael Frantz, a na- 
tive of Switzerland. He was ordained in 1434 
and the next year took on him the overſight of 

| the church. He died in 1748, and was buried 
' at Cocolhico. After his death Rev. Michael 
Pfautz and others preached to them until their 
preſent miniſter was ordained 


WHITEOAKLAND 


Tris ſociety is diſtinguiſhed as above from 
a trac of land ſo called, in the pariſh of War- 
wick, Lancaſter county, 95 miles wbw from 
Philadelphia, and 2 miles from Letitz. They 
hold their meeting at private houſes. "The e*' 
niſter 1s Rev. Chriſtian Langanacre, who was 
born Nov. 11. 1732 in Raffo townſhip. Or- 
dained May 15 17969 at which time he took on 
him the care of the church. He married Mar- 
garet Geib by whom he'has ſix children, The 


families belonging to the ſociety are about 39, 


Woolf j Jur, and wife, Jonas Joner and wife, Jacob Heller 
and wife, Mrs Hiſtant, Mrs Moſer, Mrs Behr, Chriſti- 
an Haas and wife, Jacob m— and wife, Magdalene 
Landis, Mary Frantz, Magdalene Bellenger, Mary 
Koch, Barbara Koch, Henry Schneider jur. and wife, Sy» 
ſannah Landis, Catherine Landis. 


\ 
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whereof 65 * perſons are baptized, 'This is 
their preſent ſtate. They began in this man- 
ner. About the year 1729 one George Reyer, 
John Langanacre and others came from Ger- 
many and ſettled in this neighbourhood. Af- 
ter them came ſeveral more trom other places 
who in the year 1936 united together and had 
the Lords ſupper adminiſtred to them by Rev 
Michael Pffautz. He was their firſt miniſter 
but lived at Cocolico. He married Catherine 
vchlauch by whom he had four children, Was 
ordained in the, year 1735. Diced May 21. 
1769 leaving behind him a good character 


GREATSWATARO 


Tr1s church is ſo diſtinguiſhed from a river 
near to which the people dwell ; and {ometimes 
by the name of :Eaftconewago which is another 
river that runs through the neighbourhood. 
The meeting is held chiefly at private houſes in 
the townſhip of Mountjoy, county of Lancaiter, 
20 miles from Lancaſterand 86 miles wbx from 
Philadelphia. "Their preachers are meſf{, George 
Miller and Adam Hammaker, but not ordained. 
The families belonging to the congregation are- 


. Þ® Rey, Chriſtian Langanacre and wife, John Zng and' 
wife, John Langanacre and wife, Chriſtian Zug and wife, 
John Pffautz and wife, Henry Kuenſing, Jacob Kuen= 


ling and wife, Chriſtian Krabiel and wife, Jacob Zug and 


wite, widow Huber, Catherine Bitner, Elizabeth Reir, 


_ Abraham: Hlowy and wife, Conrad” Gingle, George Moh- 
| Jer and wife, El 


izabeth Huft, Martin Schuh and wife, 
Jecob Herſhy and wife, Andrew Eby and wife, Henry 
Giebel and wife, Barbara Eby and four daughters, Henry - 
Eter and wife, Elizabeth Langanacre, Henry Langanacre 
and wife, Ulrick Lavganacre, Jobn Hackman and wie, 
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dbout 20 whereof 39 * perſons ate baptized, 
This is their preſent ſtate. They began in this 
manner. In the year 1752 the ſaid George 
Miller embraced the principles of the Baptiſts, 
and foon after, his wife. Others removed hi- 
ther from Whiteoakland, and in the year 1756 
united into a ſociety, having Rev.\ Michael 
Pfauts to their Aſſiſtance, He continued to vi- 
ſit them while he lived ; and after him, others. 


They purpoſe ſoon to ordain Mr. Miller to be 
their miniſter | 


LITTLESWATARO 


THr1s church alſo takes its diſtinon from 
a river of the above name, in the townſhip of 
Tulpehokon and county of Berks, 25 miles 
from Reading and 81 miles xn wbw from Phila- 
delphia, Some of the people live in Bether 
townſhip in Lancaſter county. They hold their 
worſhip in private houſes. Their preacher is 
Mr. Peter Heckman, but he 1s not ordained. 
The families belohging to the ſociety are about 


Henry Stohler and wife, John Lautermilch and wife, 
George Kleine and wife, Catherine Gith, John Frantz 
and wife, Ann Huber, Fronica , Catherine Reyer, 
Salome Borghart, Mrs Kratzer, Conrad Hauſler and wife, 


and George $tohler and wife. 


* George Miller exhor. and wife and daughter, Adam 
Hammacker exhor. and wife and daughter, Peter Ertz= 
ſtone and wife, Pnilip Roemer and wife, John Buck. and 
wife, John Eter and wife, - Jacob Metſegar. and wife, 
Henry Thamas and wife, Chriſtopher Branſer and wife, 
Margaret Thomas, Philip Reickcr and wife, Peter Berſh 
and wife. Henry Stohner and wife, Wendel Merich and - 
wife, Frederick Heſs and wife, Jacob Eter and wife, 
George Balſhbach and wife, George Henry and wite, Bar« 
bara Heury,) Freny Caſs, | | 
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19 whereot 45 * perſons are baptized. This is 
their preſent ſtate. Their beginning was in- 
this manner. About the year 1745 one George 
Beſher ſettled in this neighbourhood, and one 
Michael Frantz, Peter Heckman, John Frantz 
and others, Theſe were baptized by Rev. 
George Kleine, and in 1757 coaleſced into a 
church having the ſaid Kleine to their afliſ- 
tance. He has miniſtred the Lords ſupper to 
them ever ſince ; but they purpoſe ſoon to or- 
dain Mr, Peter Heckman 


NORTHEILL L 


Txr1s little ſociety is diſtinguiſhed as above 
from a- ſmall river called Neri#4/{1, in the town- 
ſhips of Tulpehokon and Bern, county of Berks, 
15 miles from Reading, and qy1 miles ys wbw 
from Philadelphia, The miniſter is Rev. 
George Kleine. He was born at Zweinbrec- 
ken in Germany, Oc. 9 1715. Came to A- 
merica 1h 1738. Was baptized in 1739 by Mr. 
Naas of Amwell in the Jerſey, Ordained in 
I757 by Rev. Michael PﬀRautz and Martin Ur- 
ner. .He married Dorothy Repman by whom 
he has ſeven children. The tamilies belonging 


* Peter Heckman exhor. and wife, Jacob Heckman and 
wife, Michael Frantz and wite, Nicholas Gerſt and wife, 
Jacob Moyer and wife, George Beaſher, David Marge 
and wife, Simon Menich and wife, John Frantz and wife, 
Chriſtian Frantz and wife, Roſe Shnables, Jacob Smith 
and wife, Liſs Kentzel, Adam Henrich, Mrs Cyder, 
Philip Zeigler arid wife, Jacob Breneiſen and wite, David 
Kleine and wife, widow Benedi&, Elizabeth Benedict, 
Sophy Kiſh, Leonard Sebalt. and wife, John Grove, - 
ow Baker and wife, Jacob Deal and wife, Hans Stoh- 

r and wite, Jacob Belhpr and wite, 
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to'them are 7, whereof 11 * perſons are baps 
tized and in fellowſhip. This is their -preſent 
Nate. They began to be a church about the 
year 1748 when one John Stump and ſiſter, 
Frederick Moyer and wife, with -a few more, 
had the Lords ſupper adminiſtred to them by 
the Rev, Michael Pffautz, About two years 
.after, their preſent miniſter ſettled among them, 
'The ſociety was-reduced to its now -low eſtate, 
by the removal of families to-other parts 


CO. B08 U9D 


Tris ſociety 1s diſtinguiſhed as above from 
a Tiver that is-called Godorus, in a townſhip of 
the ſame name in the county-of York, 11 miles 
from the town of York, and 99 miles whs 
from Philadelphia. 'The preacher is Mr. Hen- 
ry Neff, but he is not ordained, The fami- 
lies - belonging to the place are about 2a 
whereof 35 + perſons are baptized and mem- 
bers of the church. This ts their preſent ſtate, 


* Rev. George Kleine and wife, Valentine Lang, Elie 
2abeth Reiler, Elizabeth Stump, | Sarah Solenherger, 


ps Stohner and wife, Mary Stohner, Suſanna Mack» 
ley, Elizabeth Brandel, 


+ Henry Neff.exhor, and wife, Jacob Tilman and wife 
and daughter, Jacob Spitler and wife and two daughters, 
Peter Brilharth and wife, Jacob Neiſwanger and wife, 
Ann Neiſwanger, Catherine Beightley, Elizabeth Leip, 
George Beary and wife, John Harold and wife, Ru 
.Yunt and wife, William Spitler and wife, Chriſtian E- 
by and wife, Wendel Baker and wife, Michael Berky and 


wife, George Ettor and ſon, Mathias Sitler and wife, Sus 
Janna Weltner, -_ ; | £ | 


— 
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They began to be a church about the year 
1758 when one Rudy Yunt, Peter Brilharth, 
John Brilharth and others, united for eom- 
munion of ſaints, having Rev. Jacob Tanner 
to their afliſtance. This Tanner left them to 
go to Monocalſy ; fince, they have been ſup- 
plied from other places. Mr. Neff will ſoon 
be ordained 


EITTLECONEWAGO 


Tx1s fociety 1s ſo diſtingniſhed from a 
branch of the river Conewago near to which the 
people made their ſettlements, in the townſhip 
of Hanover and county of York, 20 rmles from 
the. town of, York and 107 miles whs from 
Philadelphia. The preachers are mef{. Jacob 
Moyer and James Henrick, but are not ordain- 
ed. The families belonging to the place are 
about 40, whereof 52 * perions are baptized. 
Their beginning was in 1738 when one El- 
drick, Dierdorff, Bigler, Gripe, Studſman 
and others united into a church, having Rey, 


* Jacob Moyer exbor. and wife, James Henrick, exhor. 
and wife, Hans Adam Sneider and wife, Barbara Sneider, 
George Wine and wife, John Gemy, Daniel Woods and 
wife, Henry Geiny and wife, Joſeph Moyer and wife, 
Nicholas Hovſtevter and wife, Chriſtian Houſteter, Rudy 
Brown aad wife, Dobis Brother and wife, Jacob Miller 
and wife, Michael Kouts and wife, Mrs Powſer, Mrs 
Moyer, Stephen. Peter wife and daughter, Maud Powſer, 
George Peter, Henry Tanner and wife, Michael Tanner 
and wife, John Moyer and wife, Jacob Souder and wife, 
Henry Hoeff and wife, Heſther Weiſe, Chriſtian Etor, 
John Peter Weaver, Barbara Bear, John Swarts and wite, 


Eus Bearing, Great Hymeny 


- 


( 87 ) 
Daniel Leatherman to their aſſiſtance, He left 
them and went to Monocaſy ; after him they 
had Rev. Nicholas Martin who alſo quitted 
them to go to Conecocheague ; of both which 
we ſhall ſpeak when we come to the Baptiſts in 
Maryland, Their ſucceſſors are the preſent 
miniſters, before mentioned | 


 CONEWAGO 


Ta1s ſociety alſo takes its diſtinftion from 
a river of the above name near to which the 
people reſide, in the townſhip of Reading, 
county of York, 14 miles from the town of 
York and 101 miles w from Philadelphia, 
Their preacher is Mr. George Browny' who 1s 
not ordained. 'The families ang about 45 
whereof 77 * perſons are baptized, 'Their be- 


* George Brown, exhor. and wife, Peter Werds, John 
Heiner and wife, Peter Fox and wife, Anthony Dierdorff 
and wife, John Dierdorff and wife, Nicholas Moyer and 
wife, Manais Bruch and wife, Michael Batſerman and 
wife, David Erhard and wifc, Ann Mummard, Daniel 
Baker and wife, Abraham Stauffer and wife, Henry Dier- 
dorff and wife, John Burckholter and wife, Chriſtian 
Fray, Andrew Trimmer and wife, Uſtace Reinſel and 
wite, Samuel Arnold, Peter Dierdorff and wife, Barnet 
Achenbach and wife, Mary Latzcho, Catherine Studyba- 
ker, John Neagley and wife, Michael Brifſe} and wife, 
Velte Brifſel and wife, Mathias Bouſer and wife and dangh- 
ter, Laurence Bakener and wife, Nichotas Bakener, Phi- 
Tip Snell and wife, Nicholas Bakener, jur. and wife, A- 
dam Sower and wife and two daughters, Adam Dick and 
wife, Marilis Baker, Henry Briflſel and wife, David 
Briſlel and wife, Sarah Briſſel, Henry Raudibuſh an@ 
wife, George Waggoner and wife, Jacob Miller, Mrs 
Marth, Rudolph Brawn, George Reeſon and wite. 
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ginning, as: a ſociety, was in the year 194K 
when John Neagley, Adam Sower, Jacob» 
Sweigard, Peter Neiper, Joſeph Latzcho-&c 
did unite for communion of ſaints, having to- 
their affiſtance Rev, George Adam Martin, of 
"whom -more hereafter. Next to him were Rev, 
Daniel Leatherman and Nicholas Martin, of 


whom we ſhall ſpeak when. we come to Mary- 
land | 


BERMUDIAN 


Tr1s ſociety alſo is diſtinguiſhed by the a- 
"bove name of a little river, in the rownſhip of 
Warrington and county of York, 15 miles from. 
« the town of York and 1Q2 miles whx from 
WH PhiladelphiSF Moſt of theſe people obſerve the 
| feventh day of the week for ſabbath, and are 
to be conſidered as the offspring of Ephrata 
church, Their preacher is Mr. Henry Low- 
man, who 1s not ordained, The families are 
about zo, whereof 58 * perſons are baptized, 
They began to be a church in 1758 when Phi- 
lip Gebel, Peter Beiflel, Henry Lowman and 
others united for communion of ſaints, having 


* Henry Lowman, exhor. and: wife, Frederick Reuter 
wife and daughter, Danicl Fahnſtick and wife, Peter Hen- 
ry wife and mother, Diertick Fahnſtick and wife, Paul 
Tranb and wife, Sebaſtian Shalles and wife, John Cook 
wife and ſon, Peter Bender and wife, Melchior Webber: 
and wife, John Bence wite and daughter and four ſons, 
Frick, Jobn Lehn and wife, John Meſlerbach 

and wife, John Miller wife and two fans, George Reiſs, 
George Neitfs and wife, Benjamin Gebel and wite, Philip- 
Gebel, Peter Beuſſel wife and ſon and daughter, Philip: 
Beuſſel and wife, Belzar Smith and wife, Adam Weyley 
and wife, Mrs Dorothy, —— Stauffer, Elizabeth Foltz.. 
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Rey, Conrad Beiſſel to their aſſiſtance. . . Af- 


terwards Rev. melſl. Peter Miller and George 
Adam Martin and others officiated among 


them 
STONYCREERK. 


Tars. is alſo denominated from a littly ri4 
ver of the above name, in the townſhip of 
Bruederthal Talias Brether/{own) in the county 
of Bedford, 3o miles from Bedford and 245 
miles whx from Philadelphia. The mainiſter 
is Rev. George Adam Martin of whom men- 
tion has been made before. He was born near 
Landfſtuhl in Germany in the bt 6 , Was 
bred a preſbyterian. Embrace ciples 
of the Baptiſts in 1737, .and Eo by 
Peter Baker in 19739, Afterwards he reſided = 
. Littleconewago where ſome miſunderitanding 
aroſe between him and the people and occa- 
fioned him to remove to Antitum® In the 
year 1762 h& adopted the ops, fe- 
venthday Baptiſts, and preached at Bermudi- 
an. From thence he went to Stonycreek this 
year. He married - one of the Knippers and 
has many children, 'The families belonging to _ 
the place are 12 whereof 17 perſons are bapti- 
zed and may be conlidered as the conſtituents 
of the church, viz. Rev. George Adam Martin 
and wite, Henry Roth and wife and daughter, 
Henry Roth, jur. and wife, George Newmoyer, 
Philip Oſwald and wife and daughter, Abrg- 
ham Gebel and wife, Philip Kimmel and wife, 


Mr Widdebarger and wife. This cturch alſo _ 


15 the offspring. of Ephrata where (tor the maſt 
part) the fſeyenthday ſabbath 1s kept 
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Tavs we ſee that there are in this province 
15 arches ot. Tenherbaptifls : to which apper- 
tain 8 ordained miniſters, and 13 exhorters or 
probationers, and. 4 meeting houſes ; the rea- 
fon of:their we no more places of wor- 
thip 1 15, That/they chooſe rather to meet from 
Aouje to houſe wn imitation of the primitive Ghri- 
{ti ns, We ſee alſo that their families are a- 
hour 419, which contain about, 2055 fonls al- 
lowing five to a tamily ; whereof 763 perions 
are baptized and in communion. There are 
ny Tankers about Conecocheague, Antitum, 
#they horder on Maryland and delong 
ches ui Fe; province 
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Treats af the Mennoni/t Baptiſts in Penn- 


fyloamas 


to "ch 


F | 
Tue: have their denomination from the 
perſonal name of Wenno S1775n, a native of Wit- 
errand a man of parts and learning who car- 
ried- the reformation one ſtep further than et- 
ther Luther or Calvin ; and who (no doubt) 
would have been ranked with the chiet refor- 
mers had there not been ſome eroſlgrained fa- 
tality attending the Jaudable deeds of Baptiſts 
to prevent their having (m this world) the 
praute they deſerve. He was born in the year 
1505. 'Got.znto orders in 1528, Comtinued 
a famous preacher and diſputer to 1531 when 
he degarfto ſuſpe the validity of many things 
Ws chyrch of Rome, and, among the ret, 


| % 21 ) 

that of infant baptiſm. He diſcovered his ſaf- 
prcions firſt to the doors of his own frgterni- 
ty ; but they, reſolving all to the authority of 
the church, relieved him not. "Thee yifit- 


ed Luther and many beſides ha#at«the - 


time avowed the word of God to be the only 
rulggof faith and practice in religious concern- 
ments. What ſatisfaQtion they gave him touch- 
ing other matters I do not find ; but their 
grounding infant baptiſm on conſequences and 
expedience rather than on any expreſs precept 
or-precedent increaſed hrs fuſpicton, He then 
betook himſelf to the cloſe ſtudy of the Newtelt- 
ament and ecclefiaRtieal hiſtory ;*and finding 
no traces of it in the# firſt nor ſecong century 
Nor yet in the'word of God 5 Men mdi- 


cations of believers baptiſm in bot tenounce- 
ed the former, and embraced rhe prinerples of 
the Baptiſts notwithſtanding-the diſgrace which 
the profetlion had been brought under by the 
appearance of ſome baptiits in the inſurrections 
of thoſe times which were common throughout 
mo(lt parts of Germany. || Theſe infarretons 
vere not of the religious kmd but ſtruggles of 
the people for civil} kberty Fgainſt'the tyranny 
and oppreſhon of the princes. In ſome oi thefe 
not a proteſtant of any denomination was found. 
In none of them were. the proteſtant Baptiits 
either the apitators or the mol numerous; no, 
not in that of Munſter. "The contrivers of this 
and the firſt that appearediin tt are well known 
to be of other ' denominations ; and ' thongh 
three Baptiſis (one by hig wealth and the other 


} Ad omnes ere germaniae partes. hac contagio pervas 
Git * __ S$kidan's Hitt. b., 4. p 126 
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two by their ſuperior {kill and coutage) became 
principals in fighting thegtyrant and defending 
the town yet had they not the guilt of the plot- 
ters nor of the firſt inſurgents; nor were the 
baptiſts under their command many in compar- 
--Yon-of the othet citizens and boors which made 
the whule body of the madmen of Munſter, as 
they are called, Nevertheleſs the blame of the 
whole is fixed on the Baptiſts contrary to all 
fair dealings and the hiſtorical evidence of facts, 
and follows them to this day even in foreign 
*countries. Menno continued preaching and 
planting churches in various parts of the .Low 
- countries for a courſe of about thirty years, 
and died in peace Jan. 31. 1561, after having 
been T_-_ = a partridge on the mountain 
by both proEſtants and papilts, The faith and 
order of this eminent reformer may in ſome 
meaſure be gathered from the fragments of his 
works which are now extant. A general Bapti/? 
(as that chara&er is underſtood inGreatbritain) 
he certainly was; but I have not ſeen ſufficient 
evidence of his being (what is now called) an 4- 
rian or Socinian. TI rather think that the term 
Arminian or Remot/trant would. better ſuit his 
religious ſentiments ——— But the Mennoni/t; 
in Pennſylvaniaand in other parts of the world 
have ſomewhat deviated from Menno in mat- 
ters. both of faith and practice ; particularly in 
that of baptiſm. He (in his ' Declaration con 
cerning chriſtian baptiſm in water, printed in 1539 
page 24) expreſsly ſaith « Afﬀter we have 
«« ſearched-ever ſo diligently we ſhall find no 
« other baptiſm beſides DIPPING IN WATER 
«* which is acceptable to God and maintaiged 
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& in his word” | After which he adds p. 39 
*« Let who will oppoſe, this 1s the only mode 
*« of baptiſm that Chriſt Jeſus inflituted and 
«« the apoſtles taught and practiſed!” #*F Ac- 
cordingly Menno was dipped, and did dip: 0- 
thers, His ſucceſſors did the fame,except when 
they made proſelytes in prifons or were hinder- 
ed from going to rivers ; and this they excuſe- 
ed from the conſideration of neceflity ; juſt as 
Cyprian, 1n his 69 epiltle, excuſes the uſage 
of /prinkling or pouring inſtead of dipping becaule 
the ſubjects. were confined to their beds, which 
made 1t be called Clinical baptiſm. But (as in 
Africa 1o in Europe) what was done at firſt 
out of a ſuppoſed neceffity became afterwards 
to be practiſed out of choice, What excuſed 
the Mennoniſts m Europe exeuſqgghem not in 
Pennſylvania. In the former they: made con- 
verts in priſons whom they could not lead to 
the water and therefore fetched water to them. 
In the former they were hindered from going 
to rivers and therefore did as well as they could 
in the inner chambers ; but in Pennſylvania e- 
very one may do what is right in his own ſight 
without either fear or ſhame. It is earneltly 
prayed therefore that the Mennoniſts of Ame- 
rica will return to follow Menno in an affair 
wherein he was ſo eminent a follower of Chriſt 

EI » 

+ Wunt hoe neerſtelick wioock ſoecken des nachrs en- 
de daechs, ſo en bevinden wi nocht ans niet meer den 
cen doopfel taden water dat God aenghenacm is, wtghe=- 
drutt end begrepen in Gods woort 

+* Obſtant ergo principes ut-velint, obſtant doi inge- 
nit ſui, acumine ut norint, obſtant univerſi qui ſub coclo: 
funt omnibus modis quibus poſffint hic eſt unicus ifle bap- 
tiſandi modus, quem Chriſtus Jeſus ipſe inſtituit et apes 
Kol docuerunt, cclebraruntque 
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and his apoſtles, eſpecially as ſo many of the 
common people have defired a reſtoration of 
immer/ion and have gone off to the Tunkers for 
want of it, Touching the ſubjes of Baptiſm 
the Mennoniſts ſtill retain their integrity by ad- 
mimniſtring the ordinance to none but thoſe who 


-profeſs faith and repentance and make vows of 


tubjeRion to the goſpel of Chriſt, which keeps 


up the diſtintion between wor/d and church (for 


where baptizing infants prevails there can be 
no world ; all are church); but they do not 
prefer dipping. Their common method is this. 
'The perſon to be baptized kneels ; the miniſter 
holds his hands over him into which the dea- 
con pours water and through which it runs on 
the crown of the kneeling perſons head : after 
which follogg impoſition of hands and prayer. 
'The parents ſometimes infilt on their children's 
being baptized before'they will conſent to their 
marriage which I wiſh they would not, leſt a- 
ny be forced to a thing which ſhould be a mat- 


. ter of perſonal choice following convittions and 


calls of conſcience ; for then only 1s baptiſm 
what it ſhould be, the anfwer of a good conſcience 
towards God 1 Pet. in 21. The principles and 
practices of the Mennonilts in Pennſylvania may 
be ſeen in their Conſefion of faith publiſhed at 
Philadelphia in 1727. This contefſion, as far 
as it®goes, is orthodox ; and is none other than 
a tranſlation of that framed and publiſhed at 
Dordrecht in 1632 by deputies from all the Men- 


*noniſts in Europe. But as the book 1s ſcarce 


I may be allowed to mention ſome particulars, 
The Mennoniſts do not, hke the Tunkers, hold 
the doctrine of general ſalvation ; yet, like them, 
they will neither ſwear nor tight, nor bear any 
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civil office, nor go to law, nor take intereſt 
for the money they lend (though many break 
through this laſt). Some of them yet wear 
their beards ; nor are the ancient rites of 
waſhing feet, &c wholly out of uſe among them. 
They, like the Tunkers uſe great plainneſs, of 
ſpeech and dreſs. This lalt is ſo capitaFa 
point with them that ſome have been expelled 
from their ſocieties for having buckles to their 
ſhoes and pocket holes to their coats. Their 
chureh government, like that of all Baptiſts, 
1s wholly democratical or republican, Their 
miniſters they chuſe by balloting ; and when 
two-or more are thus nominated they leave 1t 
to the deciſion of lots which thall be the man. 
They do not pay them ; nor do the miniſters 
aſſert their right to a livelihood from the goſ- 
pel. They are put into their office by the /ay- 
ing on of the hands of the preſbytery attended nvith 
faſting and prayer. They calltheir ordained mi- 
niſters Biſhops, which term (though as ſcrip- 
tural as paſtor, elder &c) other diflenters avoid 
as if they were conſcious that the proper office 
of a biſhop is not among them. The brothers 
are allowed to ſpeak m the church by way of. 
exhortation or expounding but are not permit- 
ted to preach publicly till they obtain licence 
from the church. Theſe, they call preachers, 
helps, exhorterr, Their aim in America is ta 
have a pious miniſtry rather than a learned 
one ; but in Europe they covet both and have 
a college among them for the purpoſe. "The 
epithets which theſe people give themſelves in 
their writings are Harmleſs chriſtians, Revengeleſs 
ehriſtians, Weaponleſs chriſtians &c ; and. as ſuch 


are they conſidered by the rulers of the pros. 
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vince and by thoſe of other ſtates. Remarka- 
ble on this ſubje& are the words of the Dutch 
embaſſador (van Benning) to monſieur de Tu- 
Tenne, ** 'The Mennonilſts are good people and 
«© the moſt commodious to .a ſtate of any in 
«© the world ; partly, becauſe they do not al- 
Me to places of dignity ; partly becauſe they 
« edify the community by the ſimplicity -of 
«< their manners and application to arts. and 
<< induſtry; and partly becauſe we fear no re- 
4c bellion from a 1e& who make it an article of 
« their faith never to bear arms”. The ſaid 
induſtry and frugality they carried with them 
to Pennſylvania, and thereby are become very 
wealthy. Some mennoniſt families were in the 
province as early as the” year 1692 who came 
«hither from Newyork government which at: 

firſt belonged to the Dutch and was called NV, 
etherland,extending fram the riverDelaware-to 
the river of Connetticut. They ſettled in the 
neighbourhood, now -called Germantown and 
Frankfort, &c. Other families ſoon followed ; 
and after them many .came directly, from Eu- 
LoPe, in ſo much that May 23 1708 there was 
a church ſettled at Germantown conſiſting of 
52 members, which exiſts to-this day, and 1s 
not only the firſt in the province but m ſome 
ſort the mother of all the reſt. Thenames of 
_ the members were, Rev, Jacob Godtſchalk, 
Willam Rittenhouſe, Harmon Caſdrop, Mar- 
tin Kolb, Iſaac van Centern, Conrad Johnſon, 
Henry Caflet and their wives, Harmon Tey- 
ner, John Kry, Peter Connerts, Paul Klump- 
kes, Arnold van Voſſen, John Kolb, Jacob 
Kolb, Wynant Bowman, John Gorgas, Cor- 


Aglius Claſſen, Argold Koſter, Mary Tuynecng 


cc 
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Helena . Krey, Gartrude Conners, Mary van 


Voſſen, Barbara Kolb, Ann Bowman, Marga- 


ret 'Huberts, Mary Sullen, Elizabeth Huſters, 
Margaret Tuyſen, Altien Revenſtock, John 
Niſe, Hans Niſe, John Lenſen, Iſaac Jacobs, 
Jacob Iſaacs, Hendrick Sellen, John Connerts, 
Peter Keyſer, Herman Koſter, Chriitopher 
Timmerman, Sara van Centern, Civilia"Con- 
nerts, Altien Tuyſen, Catherine Caſſelberg, 
Civilia van Voſlen. In about 16 years after, 
this church had branched out to Skippek, Co- 
neſtogo, Greatiwamp and Monatony and be- 
come 5 churches ; to which appertained 16 mi- 
niſters, viz. Rev. meſfieurs Jacob Godtſchalk, 
Henry Kolb, Martin Kolb, Cleas Johnſen, Mi- 
chael Zeigler, John Gorgas, John. Conerads, 
Cleas Rittinghauſen, Hans Burghaltzer, :Chri- 
tian Heer, Benedi& Hirchy (who is yet alive) 
Martin Beer, Johannes Bowman, Velte Clemer, 
Daniel Langanecker and Jacob Beghtly. The 
preſent ſtate of the Mennoniſts in this province 
is as follows (1) Their churches, which con- 
tain many branches, are 13 (2) The meeting 
houſes belonging to them are 42 (3) Their or- 
dained -miniſters or -bt{hops are 15 (4) Their 


; probationary or licenſed preachers are 53 (5) 


The families-are about 8 10, which, allowing & 
to a family, contain 4050 ſouls ; whereof 1448 
perſons are baptized and members of their chur- 
ches, This account, L behieve,-is pretty -ex- 
a& except. the county of Lancaſter hath intro- 
duced any error into it ; for in that county I 


have not met with as mu&h' readineſs to give 
me the informations I ſought, as in the other 
counties ; owing, I believe, to a ſuſpicion that 
a knowledge oi their ſtate would ſome way or 


> 
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ether bs to their prejudice, The Mennonifts 
which border on Maryland ſhall be mentioned 


when we come to treat of the Baptiſts in that 
Province, 
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Dx. Douglas in his hiſtory of the provinces 
(Vol. 2. p. 150) faith «© I am well informed 
that at preſent im Pennſylvania there are ſix- 
teen or ſeventeen different forts of Anabapriſts, 
Engliſh and . German.” "This hiſtory was pub- 
liſhed in 17533; at which time and tong before 
there were no other ſorts beſides thoſe already 
mentioned, viz. Firftdaybaptiſis, Seventhdaybaptiſts, 
Tunkerbaptiſls and Mennoniftbaptiſts ; and theſe 
laſt are, in a great meaſure, bapti/is in name 
rather than in fat, Of the number and ſtate 
of theſe four ſorts I have already grven ſeparate 
accounts, I will now drop the diſtinctions, and 
put them and their affairs in one point of view, 


Baptiſt churches m Pennſylvania 


42 
Members or communicants 2920 
Meetinghouſes - 65 
Families —— 1905 


Souls, allowing 5 to a family, — gg25 
Minitters ordained —— 35 
Miniſters licenſed or probationary w»— 69 


APPENDIX *1I.. 


Taz pecuniary terms, pounds, fſPillings,. pence, 
having been uſed in the foregoing ſheets, it may 
be proper to obſerve, that in Pennſylvania the 
ſums they-expreſs arc leſs in value by one third 


( 99 ) 
than the ſums which the ſame terms expreſs in 
Greatbritam. Subſtrat the third from any 
fum and the remainder will be ſterhng. 


APPE-N-D-1-X ith 


* IN p. 62 it was obſerved that the epiicopal:- 
ans poſlefſed themſelves of a meeting houſe and 
lot belonging to the baptiſts in Oxford town- 
ſhip; and, in p. 45, that they attempted a like 
thing at Philadelphia. Prior to this laſt, Rev. 
Mr. Clayton (epiſcopal miniſter of ſaid Phila- 
delphia) laboured to poſleſs himfelt of the bap- 
tiſt congreyation in the ſame city, 'The fol- 
towing letter (addreſſed to Mr. Clayton) will 
give as good a notion of the attair as may be 
expected at this diſtance of time, 


« SIR, 

WarrtAs we received a letter invitatory 
from you to return to your church of England 
(dated Sep. 26. 1698) wherein you defire us 
to ſend you in humility and without prejudice the 0b- 
jections why ave may net be united in one communion 
and withal that you doubt not but by the bleſſing and 
aſſiſtance of God, you will be able to <4 them to. be 
Stumbling blocks, made by our wills, and not by our 
reaſon ;, and ſome ot us in behalf of the reſt 
ASVINg; on the reception thereof, given you a 
viiit and had diſcourſe with yon concernin;s 
fome of the ceremonies of your church (about. 
which you gave no fatistattion) we knew not 
that you expected any other anſwer from us ; 
but in your late Jetter to John Watts you figni- 
fy, that you have received no anfwer-to your 
former letter ; we therefore taking this inte 
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conſideration do fignify, in anſwer to your fore» 
Ld invitation and-prepoſal, That to rend from 
a rightly conſtituted church of Chriſt is that 
which our {ouls abhor ; and that love peace 
and unity with all chriſtians and concord and 
agreementn the true faith and worſhip of God 
are that which we greatly deſire; and we ſhould 
be glad if yourſelf or others would inform us 
wherein we err from the truth and ways of 
Chriſt ; nor are we at all averſe to a reconcili- 
ation with the church of England, provided it 
can be proved by the holy ſcriptures that her 
conſtitution, orders, officers, worſhip and ſer- 
v.ce are of divine appointment, and not of hu- 
man invention, And fince you yourſelf are 
the perſon that bath given us the invitation 
and hath promiſed to ſhow us that cur objections . 
are ſtumbling blocks made by our nwills and not by our 
reaſen ; and we underſtanding that our lord Jeſus 
_ Chriſt is the only head, king, lord and lawgiver 
of his church whom all are bound to hear and 
obey under the ſevere penalty of an utter ex- 
tirpation from among the people of God ; and 
that his laws and will are only to be tound in 
and known by the facred ſcriptures which are 
the only ſupreme, ſufficient and ftanding- rule 
of all faith and worſhip ; and not underitand- 
ing the conſtitution of your church (with all 
the orders, officers, worſhip and ſervice at this 
day. in uſe and maintained therein) to be agree- 
able thereto and warranted thereby, hath been 
the cauſe of our ſeparation from her, and 1s the 
objection! we' have to make, or the ſtumbhng 
block which lies in our way to ſuch an union 
and communion as you defire ; we therefore 
hope and gxpet, according to your promile, 
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that you will endeavour irs removal by lhowing 
_ us from holy ſcripture theſe two things as ab{o- 
lutely neceſſary in order thereunto (1) That the 
formation of your church, with all the orders, 
officers, rites and ceremonies, now in uſe and 
practiſed therein, are of divine inſtitution ; par- 
ticularly, That the church of Chrilt under the 
Newteſtament may conſiſt or be made up of a 
mixed multitude and their ſeed even all that 
are members of a nation who are willing to go 
under the denomination of Chriſtians, whether 
they are godly or ungodly, holy or profane ; 
that lords archbiſhops and dioceſan lords 
biſhops, ſuch as are now in England, are of di- 
vine inſtitution and appointment ; that the 
government of the church of Chriſt under the 
goipel is to be prelatical, according as it 1s 
practiſed this day in your church; and that 
your eccleſiaſtical courts are of divine appount- 
ment z that particular churches or congre- 
vations with their miniſters or elders who have 
power and authority to recerve perſons into 
memberſhip, have not likewiſe authority (by 
Math. xviu, 15—18 1 Cor. v.) to execute 
church cenſures and excommunication upon. 
miſcreants, ſwearers, liars, drunkards, adulter- 
ers, thieves, atheiſts, &c. ; but that it is by di- 
vine appointment that they mult be preſented 
to their ordinaries, and only proceeded againſt 
in your eccleſiaſtical courts ; that the ſe- 
veral offices of deans, ſubdeans, chapters, archdea- 
cons, prebendaries, chancellors, commiſſaries, offici= 
als, regifters, canons, pettycanons, vicars, cheralr, 
afpparitors, erganiſls,, vergers, ſinging men and boys, 
ſeptins, epiſtlers, goſpellers, and ſuch Iike offices 
and ofticers of your church and eccleſiaſtical 
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courts are of divine inftitution- or have any 
1cripture warrant to juſtify them and to beur - 
them harmleſs in the laſt day ; that un- 
preaching miniſters may celebrate the facra- 
inents, by {cripture warrant ; that their dif- 
tcrent apparel in time of divine-ſervice, ſuch as 
hoods, tippets, ſurplices, &c. are of divine in- 
ſtitution or have any ſcripture warrant under 
the Newteſtament ; that the manner-of the 
public ſervice and liturgy of the church of En- 
gland with the viſitation of the fick, burial of 
the dead, churching of women, matrimony; 
&Cc. as now 1n uſe, are of divine appointment ; 
that the people ought by the rule of God's 
word audibly with the miniſters to ſay the con- 
icon, lords prayer and creed ; and makes 
juch anſwers to the-public prayers as are. ap» 
Pointed in the book of common prayer ; 
Lhat it is God's holy will and pleature that ſaint 
days or holy days ſhould be kept and obſerved 
by chriſtians, according to the uſe of the church 
of Pnoland'; that inſtruments of mulick are 
t& be uſed in Gods worſhip under the Newteſt- 
ament ; that infant baptiſm 1s a duty ; 
that pouring or ſprinkling water is the right 
manner of baptizing ; that your manner of 
adminiſtring the ſacraments and figning witli 
tlie ſign of the croſs in baptitm are of divine 
appointment ;—that godfathersand godmother s 
are of divine appointment— Theſe are tome of the 
things we defire you to prove and make -plain 
tO us by the holy ſcriprure. But if the cafe be 
ſuch that ſome or all of them cannot be there- 
dy proved ; then the (2) thing neceſlary to 
our reconciliation with your church 1s, That 
you Will give us clear aad infallible proof trom 
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God's holy word, ſuch as will bhear-us harmleſs 
in the laſt day, that ourlord Jeſus Chriſt hath gr 
ven power and authority to any man, men,conv0- 
cation or ſynod to make, conſtitute and ſet up any 
other laws, orders, ofhcers, rites and ceremonies 
1 his church beſides thoſe which he hath appoint- 
ed in his holy word; orto alter or change thoſe 
which he hath therein appointed according as 
may fromtime to timeto them ſeem convenient 
:nd that we are bound in conſcience towards 
God by the authority of his word to yield obe- 
dience thereunto ; or whether it will not ras 
ther be a ſore refletion upon the ſufficiency of 
the holy ſcriptures, and a high defamation of 
the' kingly and prophetica] offices of Jeſus 
Chriſt to ſuppoſe ſuch a thing. —Thus have we 
in humility and without prejudice ſent you onr 0b- 
jections; and if you can, according to your Tet- 
.ter, ſhow them to be /fumbling blocks made by our 
wills and nit by our reafon we ſhall be very thank: 
fuk ; and you ſhall not find us obitinate but rca- 
dy to accept your invitation, But until you do 
10 and prove the conſtitution, orders, officers, 
rites and ceremonies of your church to be of 
God it is but reafon that you ſhould ſuſpend al} 
charge of ſchi/jr againſt us, and defilt trom 
blaming us for our: peaceable ſeparation ; which 
is all at prefent from your loving friends who 
deſire information and unity among faints Koa 
the churches peace that God in all things may 
be glorified through our lord Jeſus Chrilt. 2 
men. Subſcribed by us, members of the gene- 
ral meeting in behalf of the reſt, March 11, 
1699, John Watts Samuel Jones 
Joleph Wood George Eaton 
George Eaglesfield "Thomas Bibb.” 
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THz times to which the above letter refers 
were remarkable for the ſpirit of proſelyting, 
excited chiefly by means of the Rev, George 
Keith, who, 1t 1s ſaid; was admitted to orders 
upon condition that he would return to Penn- 
iylvania and endeavour to bring his party over 
to the church of England. He and his breth- 
ren met with ſucceſs at firit ; but a copy of the 
above letter being made public they were ſome- 
what embarrailed, and their progreſs retarded. 


APPENDIX IV. 


IT was obſerved in p. 45 that the baptiſts of 
Philadelphia did hold their worſhip at a ſtore 
houſe on Barbados lot whither the few. preſby- 
terians, then in town, did reſort to hear baptiſt 
miniſters ; and where they were received with 
courteſy and brotherly love for the fpace of a- 
bout three years. Within that time the latter 
increaſed, and had a miniſter of their own, and 
then ſoon began to diicover an unwillingneſs 
that baptiſt miniſters ſhould preach in the houſe 
any longer, though the baptifts had a better 
right to it becanſe.of prior occupancy ; and 
ſurther than occupancy neither could lay claim 
thereto, the building being the property of 
traders who had quitted the town. The fol- 
lowlhg papers relate to the affair, and may be_ 
depended upon, as they are extant in the hand» 
writing of Rey. John Watts. 


« Uyron the requeſt of ſome friends about 
the 2d month, in 1695, John Watts had con- 
ſented to preach at Philadelphia every other 
Lord's-day, and had ſo continued to do to this 


£2, 397 MI 
time (1698) unleſs prevented by a hand of pro- 
vidence?; and divers of the perſons who came 
to that aſſembly were preſbyterians in judg- 
ment (they having no miniſter of their own, 
and we having hitherto_made_no. icruple of 
holding communion with them. .o thepublc 


with a miniſter from Newengland there appear» 
ed ſome ſcruples on their ſide, as not being 
willing to condeſcend fo far to. us or 'to allow 
our miniſters the like liberty. For our better 
ſatisfaction touching their judgment in this 
point, and for the preſcrvation of love and u- 
nity we-wrote to them as follows.” 

« To our dear and well beloved friends and 
brethren Mr, Jedidiah Andrews, John Green, 
Jolhuah Story, Samuel Richardſon and the 
reſt of the preſbyterian judgment belonging to 


— 


the meeting in Philadelphia ; the church of 
Chriſt baptized on- confeſſion of faith, over 
which John Watts -is paſtor, ſend ' ſalutation 
of grace: mercy and peace from God our father 
and from'our lord Jeſus Chriſt—Dearly beloy- 
ed! Having ſeriouſly and in the fear of God 
conſidered our duties of Jove. to and beaggng 
with one another and receiving the weaF in 
faith ; and knowing that love peace and unity 
tend much to the honour of Chriſt and Chrilt- 
ianity and to- the conviction and converſion of 
ſinners and the comfort-and eſtabliſhment of 
believers; and being deſirous of your company 
heavenward as far as may be, and as much as 


we can to heal the breach betwixt us occalioned 
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by our difference ia judgment (none being et 
perfect in knowledge) we have thought it ne- 
ceſſary to make to you this propoſition follow- 
ing for peace (as being the neceflary term up- 
on which we may ſafely comfortably. and peace- 
ably hold chriſtian communion together in the 
things wherein we agree in the public worſhip 
of God and common duties of religion, as in 
prayer, preaching, praiſing God, reading and 
hearing the word) viz. We do freely confeſs 
and promife for onrſelves that we ean and do 
own and allow of your approved minilters who 
are fitly qualified and ſound in the faith and of 
holy lives to pray and preach in our afſemblies. 
It you can alſo freely confeſs and promile for 
yourſelves that you can and will own and allow 
of our approved miniſters who are fitly quali- 
fied and ſound in the faith and of holy Jhves 
to preach and pray in your aſſemblies ; that ſo 
each ſide may own, embrace and accept of 
one another as fellowbrethren and miniſters of 
Chriſt ; and hold and maintain chriſttan com- 
munion and fellowſhip. Unto which propofſt- 
tion for peace (that further diſputes and vain 
jangliogs may be prevented) we ſhall defire, if 
you pleaſe, your plain and direft anſwer ; and 
if it may be by the fourth day of November, 


_ - and left for us at the widow Elton's houſe in 


Philadelphia. Subſcribed in behalf of the reſt 
the 3oth of the 8th month, 1698. 
John Watts Thomas Bibb 
Samuel Jones ThomasPotts.” 
| George Eaton | 

To this letter the preſbyterians returned the 
following anſwer, but not in ſincerity how 
goodly Sons their. words may be. 


/ 
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« To the church of Chriſt over -Which Mr. 

John Watts is paſtor we whoſe names are un- 
der wriiten do ſend ſalutation in our Lord Je- 
fus Chrit—Brethren and well beloved—PFor as 
much as ſome of you in the name of, the reſt 
have in a friendly manner ſent us your deſire 
of unity and communion in the things of God - 
as far as we agree im judgment that we may 
lovingly go together heavenward we do gladly 
and gratefully receive your propoſal, and return 
you thanks for the ſame, and bleſs God who 
hath put it in your minds to endeavour after 
peace and concord ; earneſtly defiring that 
your requeſt may have a good effect which 
inay be for the edification of us all that we 
may the more freely perform mutual offices of 
love. one towards another for our furtherance - 
in Chriſtianity, But that we may do what we 
do ſafely ; and for our more effectual carrying 
on our aforementioned defire we have thought 
it might be profitable to us all and more condu- 
cive to our future love and unity that we might 
have ſome friendly conference concerning thoſe 
affairs before we give you a dire& anſwer to 
your propoſition which, we have confidence, 
you will not deny. And in purſuance hereof 
we do requelt that ſome of you (who you think 
bet) would meet with, us or ſome of us at a 
time and place you ſhall appoint that what we 
may agree upon may be done in order. Subs 
ſcribed in the name of the reſt, Philadelphia 
Nov. -n 1698. 

Jedidiah Andrews Herbert Corry 

John Green John Vanalear 

Samuel Richardſon Daniel Green.” 


David Gifting 
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« According to their requeſt for a,meeting 
of conference we appointedthe 19th @ the gth 
month for 'that purpole at their and hitherto 
our common meeting houſe in Philadelphia 
near Mr. Andrews's lodgings, and acquainted 
ſome of the ſubſcribers thereof ; and accord- 
ingly three, of us went to town to hear what 


they had to: propoſe to us. And early in the 


morning we ſent word to Mr. Andrews defiring 
his and their company ; but he excuſed him- 
ſelf with ſaying that he knew 7t not to be the day 
but took it to be the ſecond day after. Having tar- 
ried till near ſun ſet ; and underſtanding by 
ſome of his friends how the matter was, we 
wrote to them .as followeth.” ifs 

«© To our well beloved friends and brethren 
in Chriſt Jeſus, Mr. Andrews, Mr. Gifting, Mr, 
Corry &c, grace and peace be multiplied 
We having made to you a propolition for peace 
and unity, and having received your letter 
wherein you deſired of us firlt ſome friendly 
conference at a time and place that we Ahould : 
think convenient before you could piye us a di- 
re& anſwer ; we accordingly appointed this day 
in this place, and you living near together we 
expected to have met with you {upon notice gi- 
ven) that we might hear what you had further 
to propoſe to us. But'for as much as we miſ[- 
ed of our expeQation-of meeting and confers- 
ing with you after your requeſting it. ;- and con- 
ſidering what the delires of divers people are 
and how they Rand affetted, and that we are 


-not-like to receive anſwer to'our reaſonable pro- 


poſition .neceflity conſtrains us to meet apart 
from you tjll ſuch time as we receive an anſwer 
and are aſſured that you can own us ſo as we 


: —T-) 
can do you 3 . thongh ſtill we remain the ſame 
as before and ſtand by what we have written, 
No mortÞt preſent, but, prayers for you, and 
deareſt loves to you in Chriſt Jeſus. Philadet- 
Ph1a, Novem. 19 1698 


Tohn Watts 
Samuel Jones 


Evan Morgan 


h Wherenpon the next day following, being 
the Lords day,” we met apart from them—— 
This was what the preſbyterians wanted in re- 
ality, as more plainly appeared ſoon after 3 
particularly 1n a letter dire&ed to one Thomas 
Revell of Burlington, and ſigned, Jedidiah An- 
drews wherein are theſe words *«< tho? 
we have got the Anabaptifts out of the houſe 
yet our continuance there is uncertain 5; and 
therefore muſt think of building notwithſtand- 


ing our poverty and the ſmallneſs of our nutn- 
ber— 


APPENDIX  v. 


_ Some account has been 'giveri of ev. Eliak 
Keach-in p:16. | Since that I Have met with 
a book o his containing a confeffion of faith, 
a church covenant, treatiſe of diſcipline, &c. 
To the book is prefixed his effigies, Whereby it 
4ppears, that, in 1697 he was thirty years of 
age. ' I have alſo found one of his letters 'di- 
rected to the. ev. John Watts of *Penne 3ek 
which would have been inſerted in P. To Hhad'ie 
come to my hands in men time; becauſe itleids 
further es: the charaQer and. hiſtory of that 
good man, , The date and locality, of the tet. 
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ter, are thus expreſſed © From my houſe in 


at 
| - 
"4 
f 
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Long-walk near St., Mary Magdalengs church 
at the lower, end of Barnaby ret, South- 
wark, London, the 12th month, 2oth day, 
16093—4 
* Rev, and dear brother Watts 

Grace, mercy and peace be multiplied to 
you (to your dear wife and to all my dear 
brethren and filters with you) from God our 
father and. from our lord Jeſus Chriſt — I was 
glad: to rcceive a letter from you Taſt ſummer 3; 
and it. was the firſt and the all that I have yet 
received from your parts. I fee, brother, you 
have not forgotten me, It is well,, - Neither 
havel forgotten you nor my. brethren with you 
but have you all in my prayers, tho' I doubt 
ſome of them have-almoſt forgotten me, ſeeing 
their chriſtian love is not at all minded to me, 
except. that of my dear ſiſter Dungan and fa-_ 
mily ; nor do any of them write to me. In- 
deed I was under great temptations and under 

eat trials and troubles among: you ; and 
ſome, I ſuppoſe, were defirous of getting rid 
of me, that is to. ſay, had rather have my room 
than my company. Satan did ſtqutly beltir 
himſelf, But the ſecret and alwiſe hand of 
Jehovah was in it to bring about his eternal pur- 
poſe for the converſion of many ſouls under my 


miniſtry _in- this great city. . I having baptized 


no the cFnnep \FbichL Rave gathered fnce T 
came. hither and. over,which I am, ordained a 
palip) about 139, peripgi in the ſpace of abous 


| # > he] ' 
pine months to. t 


onths to. the, admiration oL all the chur- 
ches in the city ; and we have contmual addi- 
tions and are like to, be a numerous and great 
people. Glory be to God in the higheſt, We 


(—4S7 
were conſtituted laſt April 3 and I was after» 
wards ordained by npolition of hands in pre- 
ſence of'a great congregation by my honoured: 
father and the Rev. 'brother Hereules Collins, 
As to news,. the war is like to continue ; ma- 
Ny impoveriſhed and undone; proviſion very 
dear ; great preparation by ſea and land for 
the expedition of this ſummer enſuing. The 
Lord only knows what the event will be. We 
are full of expeRation of great changes over 
the whole world. Many are. waiting for the 
coming and kingdom Be Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
and.we are apt to conclude that it -will be 
uſhered in by the miraculons effuſion of the 
holy Spirit as in the primitive times. And 
the Taps -Jeſus-to confirm the truth of his di- 
vinity hath begun already to work miracles a-- 
miong us ; a yery decrepid and crooked french 
girl (of about 14 years of age here in the city 
reading in the, goſpel concerning the miracles 
of Chriſt) was made to believe Chriſt would 
cure her ; and immediately there was. heard a 
crackling, and ſhe was cured and made ſtraight 
though the had been very crooked from. a child, 
This was done this winter, and is an infallible 
truth. Alſo, fince this, a wicked wretch (ber 
10g a ſhepherd to a gentlewoman' at Hitchin in 
Hartfordſhire and an,infirm perſon much tr -- 
bled with the painful ſwellings and ulcers of 
the. king's evil). as he was hearing a ſermon 
from an eminent goſpel preacher, at Hitchin a- 
ſoreſaid, was-converted, andthough lame went 
home from the meeting leaping and  ſkippin 2 
and praiſing God and admiring his free gr 
being cured at once in ſoul and bo dy. Thi 
alſo.1s a great truth. 1 might inſtance, more ; 


_ 
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but this is, enough to ſet, your congregation to 
work# And no doubt you will hear of greater 
things than theſe ere long. Brother, be ready, 
Stir up the church to prepare to, meet chriſt in 
the clouds. ſolid and humble in the conſt- 
deration of theſe things. Look out, we are 
. come almoſt to the end of the worlds, I am a- 

traid leſt any of you ſhould be unſound in your 
principles, If you do not truſt to the ative 
and paſhrve obedience of chriſt as the only mat- 
ter of your juſtification you are beſide the foun- 
dation. That you may be rightly informed 
and well grounded m this great point 1 have 
lent you (as a token of my love to your ſoul 
and the ſouls of them who are with you) four 
ſermons of mine, in print, by brother Samuel 
More, It is a plain. diſcourſe; but preached 
at the chief meeting houſe in the city to. a 
great and learned auditory. I bleſs God for 
the light I have received fince -I came hither. 
O brother, I never ſaw clearly into the glori- 
ous goſpel till TI came to London this laſt time. 
Goſpel light. hath broke forth here more of 
late in three or four years than, I believe, ſince 
the apoſtacy. Arminianiſm. and Socinianiſm 
begin to gaſp for life, Univerſal redemption 
and falling from grace are almoſt heart ſick. 
Bleſſed be God for the clear revelation of his. 
grace in the everlaſting covenant. O brother, 
I am afraid leſt you ſhould be in the dark about 
the covenant of grace, and want light into the 
eternal compa@ between the father and ſon. 
__Pray read, weigh and take in thoſe precious 
plain truths in my book. T have a tender care 
of you and of all thoſe lambs the Lord made 
me inſtrumental to gather among you. Bvo- 
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ther, take heed how and with' what you feed 
thoſe ſheep which Chriſt hath purchaſed with 
his own blood. Let me hear often how 1t 
fares with you. How your fouls thrive 3 and 
what addition of members you have. I hope 
they * of Burlington and you of Pemmepeka 
are conjoined 1nto one, church. Pray encou- 
rage young gifted brethren. Keep up meet- 
ings of conference. Stir up the brethren, 
Don't let them ſleep as others do. Take heed 
of the ſins and hereſies and errors of the place. 
Strive for peace with all men. Provoke one a- 
nother to love and good works. Pray earnelt- 
ly for me that I may be kept humble and faith- 
ful, and that my poor labours may yet be ſuc- 
ceeded with a blefling. Brother, I haye fent 


you two books more ; pray improve them both ; 


they were lately put forth by my father ; one 
1s called, The ax laid to the rat, tc. the other, 
caunter antidote againſt infant baptiſm. Door 
Wright is alive and is now a particular baptilt, 


His daughter, Mrs. Jane Wright, lives wigh - 


us and was lately baptized by me'and is a mem- 


ber of our church. -I. and my wife are; both 
but indifferent as to health. Our dear loves, 
with my father's, are to you and/'to your wife 


* There was a little baptiſt church at Byrliagton plant= 
ed by Mr. Keach about the year 16go ; which was one of 
the two that he is ſaid to have gathered in this conntry. 

See Croſiy vol. 4, p- 309- The names, of the members 
- were, Thomas Bibb, Thomas Potts and Ann his wife, 
Nathaniel Douglas and Emblem his wife, Edmund Wells, 
Joſeph Wood, Ann Gill. John Joiner, Nathaniel Welt 

and Elizabeth his wife, They broke up and joined Pen« 
nepck Vii, 9. i699 SES 2.5 nod 


- 


"named Hannah who married in London to one Harriſon, 


ef 
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and to all our brethren and ſiſters by name 3 
from your unworthy brother and ſervant 
Hae Elias Keach.” 

« P. S. My dear love to brother Aſhton aud 
wife, to brother Duffield and wife (his brother 
Robert is dead though I have not yet been in 
Kent nor Suſſex), to«brother George and John 
Eaton and their wives, to old brother John 
Baker, to brother Joſ. Meridith (if he come 0- 
ver] will ſerve him whatT can),: my duty to fa- 
ther'* Holmes and mother, love to all the 
world. - My wife's love to all, and my daugh- 
ter Hannah's love to all; ſhe is now a great 
girl, IT have no more alive, and know not 
whether TI eyer: ſhall. - I have alſo ſent you by 
brother Samuel More (ſealed in a paper by 
themſelves)* the: few tmall: books following as a 
token of'my dear . love to you... Though the 
books be ſmall the matter. is ſacred and weigh- 
ty ; pray cover thoſe which are not covered 


-and J& our brethren have the peruſal of rhem, 
* kat take 'care-of them. L was in-haſte.other- 


wiſe you'ſhould have had them in better |order. 
'T he books are, 4 counter aniidoie to:purge out the 


?)VOt SES 5! : 


- 11%? He: calls ! hin father in reyerenee. to his age j; far 


Judge or preſident Moreland (from whom the manor of 


. Mercland is named) was father to Mr. Keach's wite. Her 


name was Mary Mojeland. By her he had a daughter 


his Hatrifbn "bad one fon by her, named John Elias 


CEE F 


"Keach' Hitrifon *Who arrived in this country 'about the 
Fear 1534 and! poſſeſſed; part of the Moreland eſtate in 


f his'mot! er." He lived 'at the Billet' and was a 


h 


"wor by aember of the Baptiſt ' church of- Southampton, 
His wife was owe of the Coarfons 'who bore him a fon 
"that now lives,-with his family, at Tenicum near. Dela- 
ware ; ſo that we have among us yet the offspribs though 
not the name of Elias Reach, | 


C214, 


malignant effetts of a late counterfzit.z; two books 
more of my father called, 7he ax laid ta the root. 
A little piece-called London's, ** [illegible **] 
of a proud Spira, being a fearful example oo a late a- 
theiſt ; halt a ſheet, being 4 true copy of a letter 
of the miraculous cure. at Hitchin, one book on 
juſtification, or my four laſt ſermons x Pinner's 
hall morning lecture (where it 1s ſuppoſed I 
had 1500 hearers), in all feven pieces ſmall and 
great, Brother, pray do not ſlip any ,oppor- 
tunity to write to me. LT look upon myſelt {till 
concerned with- you and the chnreh to give 
what advice and help I can art ſuch a; diſtance. 
Tell my brother Foſter, that my affairs 1n_ the 
church have as yet hindered me from trave]- 
ing into Kent and Suſſex. I know not yet how 
matters ſtand there, but hear that his brother 
Robert has heen dead above a year, Tellhim 
I intend to write to him by the firit opportunt- 
ty | | | | 

| Elias Reagh.,” 


APPENDIX VL... 


Taz we generation "2 baptilts-i in Penn- 
ſylvania and .the other. colonies (german , bap- 
riſts excepted) have ſome how reaſoned them- 
ſelves out of the practice of anointing the'fick 
for. recovery, not belteving that the Se kind 
of reaſoning [purſued] would lead them to diſ- 
continue every poſitive rite, as it atually- led 
Barclay- and thoufands beſides. © "Our, TT 
fare fathers, in this province prattiſed the 'Yy : 
frequently and ſucceſsfully as; might eaſily 
ſhown. See two examples p. 23.28, The 


ſame may - be ſaid of the baprilts.in Greathri- 
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tain and Ireland, Their progenitors alſo uſed 
the ſalutary union, whereof ſome narratives 
have been made public, W hether'that of Col- 
cheſter in Oldengland hath been printed I know 
not ; but as the narrative hath lately fallen in- 
to my hands I will preſent my reader with an 
abridgement of it, after premifing that the ma- 
nuſcript (by its appearance) may be as ancient 
as the fa&t it relates; and that it was'given me 
by my worthy friend Rev. Ebenezer Kinnerſly 
who found it among his father's papers 


« God in this ape hath not left himſelf with- 
out teſtimony of his eternal power and God- 
head, as will appear by the following narra- 
tive—A church at Tiverton in the Weſt (hav- 
ing one among them whom they deſigned for 
their paſtor) wrote to the church of Colcheſter 
in;Sufex- for a diſmilſion of ſaid perſon ; and 
their apinion upon this queſtion, Whether laying 
en of: hands in ordinatisn was neceſſary *® The 
paſtor of Colcheſter being abſent I was defired 
to anſwer the letter ; and when TI came to the 
query I wrate as followeth ; Laying on of hands 
being an inſignificant thing, only as it denotes the 
perſon erdained and having no power to convey any 
mmiſterial giftr we judge it a mere ceremony | like 
amointing the fick and waſhing feet ) © which ceaſed 
with the apoſiler. This letter the church would 
not ſign becauſe ſome alledged that thoſe rites 
onghr yet to be prattifed., I oppoſed them, and 
quoted authors I had read on the ſubjects ; but 
to no purpoſe, for the letter they would not 
fign -; and another was drawn to their mind. 
But from that time I was left in great darkneſs 
that I often queſtioned my intereſt in Chriſt, 


E SEE TY 


REY kept many. days of faſting and prayer for 
the return of -the light of God's countenance. 
Thus. I , went on for the ſpace of about two 
months. "Fowards the. latter end of December 
(2eing 21Ng at St. Edmundibury in- Suffolk) I was 

efired to: pray by a gentleman and his wife 
who had been long afflicted. At prayer I was 
much in the dark, and thought I had much 
more need to pray for my ſelt than for others, 
which I did in ,ſome ſuch words. as theſe, Why 
haft thou left me © Lird ? Why haſt thou bid thy 
face from me ? Return, return, C Lord, and lift up 
the light of thy countenance upon me  To- which 
it was replied in thought, Thou haſt denied my 
ondjnances of laying on of hands, anomnting tha , jick 
and waſhing feat! IT anſwered, If 1 knew'thers to 
be thy erdinancer, O Lord,- 1 awould not deny Them! 
Then it was-that I was convinced of the-conti- 
nuance of thoſe ordinances, and. made tg be- 
Lieve that if I praiſed them the Lord would 
accompany them with a bleſſing. I was xefol- 
ved. And thereupon the Lord reltored the 
hght of his countenance, and my prayer wak 
turned to praiſe. When I roſe from prayer L 


ſaid to the gentlewoman (who had the dead 


palſy in one fide) Miſtreſs! I believe your 
limbs would be reſtored if you were anointed in 
the name of the Lord ; for I am moſt ſtrange- 
Iy convinced of that which I ſtrongly a 


not long ſince, + She ſaid the could not ſub- 
mit ; neither had ſhe any faith in it. I uſed 


ſome arguments with her ; but. to no purpoſe, 
That day I returned to Colcheſter ; and going 
to one Mrs. Munings (a widow who kept a. 
millener's ſhop near the market) I told her how 
I had been convinced touching the ordinance 


-— 


©: 


of anointing with oil. She was munch ſurpri- 
zed (knowing how vigorouſly I- had oppoſed 
it) and aſked, Whether I had faith in the ap- 
plication of it to her daughter ? 'I told her, I 

ad ; and aſked, Whether ſhe belieyed in the 
ordinanee ? She replied in the affirmative, 
Then I aſked the daughter, Child ! do you 
believe the Lord can make you whole ? She 
anſwered, The Lord's hand is not ſhortened 
that it cannot ſave ; neither is his ear heavy 
that he' cannot hear, Well, ſaid I, if you be- 
Hieve his ability I believe his willingneſs. Then 
her mother aſked whether T would be pleaſed 
to adminiſter it ? TI told her, I would, but 
Not then, becauſe of my ſtudies, it being the 
laſt day of the week. On the ſecond day fol- 


"Towing (being to expound after my wonted' 


cuſtom and the ſail Mrs. Munings being pre- 
ſent) T went to her houſe”; and addreſſed my- 
ſelf to'the buſineſs in the following manner 3 T 
prayed that God would raiſe our faith in the 
erdinance, and that we might lay held of the 


- promiſe ; then I ſet the oil apart, by prayer, 


from a' common to a ſpecial uſe, and anointed 
het three times 'on the” place aggrieved in the 


' name of the Lord. Jeſus of Nazareth. But 


when T came to atoint the ankle I was aftoni- 
ſhed, for her Tameneſs was' in this manner ; 
her hip bone was out of the ſocket and would 
run up towards her arm ; her leg was crook- 
ed, and the ankle had ſtarted out of. its place 
ſo that none was to, be ſeen on the inſide ; her 
left foot was in the form of a'ſtump.. Her mo-. 
ther does not know whether ſhe was born thus 
or not, for'the caſe was diſcovered when ſhe 
was in leading firings, and ſhe now'is about, 
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16 years of. age. Many did her mother ap- 
Ga to for help, An KLE ſurgeon. being 
called in, ſaid, that he would not take Mrs, 
Munings money, becauſe it was mot in the 
power of man to remedy the caſe, as the cup 
of the hip was filled with a fleſhy matter ſo that 
the bone could” not be reduced to its place z 
the . ſinews were {ſhrunk in a heap under her 
ham, :nd the whole fide ſo weak that ſhe could 
not Jift a four pound weight with that hand. 
When I {aw how matters were (as I ſaid before) 
my. countenance fell, and I ſaid to myſelf, 
Surely I am worſe than a madman ! Can 
crooked limbs be made ſtraight ? , And with 
that ſuch a trembling. ſeized me that I could 
not ſtay my. hand to anoint but” with, the,help 
of the ther In. this confuſion that text drop- 
ped into my mind; Though thou believeſt nat yet 
he abideth faithful and cannot deny himſelf,, T had 
no ſ{eoner, done anointing but I tell on my 
knees in an agony and ſaid, Lord I have done 
my part; I have gone to, the extent of my com- 
miſſion 1: Lord I leave in thy hand the accom- 
pliſhment of the work! , While, I was thus ſa ;7: 
ing. l ſunk into a kind of a trance,” and behel 
. as it, were, the heavens open, and Chriſt at the 
father's right hand preſenting a petition. Then 
- I cried out, Lord ! that is our petition 1 'and 
we wait for thy anſwer ! The mother and fif> 
ters wondered at the expreſſion,” But as ſoo 
as I ſaid the above words I had this text bro' 
to me, Be it unto you according fo your, fai th 7 
When got 1 'off my knees I took ſome! is a- 
the room, and fat down. Then looking 
Rand. ſaid, Child !, the Lord hath made thee 
whole 4 The mother laid, Sir, why do' you 
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fay ſo before you know ? I replied, Unbelief, 
Rand thou by! Child ! the Lord Tefus hath 
made thee whole ! At which the mother re- 
peated what ſhe ſaid before. Then ſaid I with 
greater vehemence, Child ! the Lord hath 
made thee whole ! Whereupon the damſel 
Þy up and ſaid, What ſhall I render to the 

ord fortall his benefits ! while you pronoun- 
ced me whole the ſecond time my bones ſnap- 
ed to their Places without any pain! And to our 
aſtoniſhment we beheld her ſtraight and whole 
and a full hand's breadth taller than ſhe was 
before. So ſhe put forth her foot and ſhowed 
Her ankle and all was well. Her other diſtem- 
pers alſo left her ; and her ſoul with ours 
were filed with the loving kindneſs of the 
Lord in ſuch a manner that we did not know 
how to. contain ourſelves. Come, ſaid I to her 
mother and ſiſters, let us ſing the praiſes of 
the Lord. No faid the mother, left the neigh- 
bours ſhould hear us. ,T replies Should \ we 


I. 
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Tl to, the "girl; gy ſee whether . your 'Bro- 
ther cries. She went up ſtairs and, fetched him 
down thou h a lofty boy of "about five. years 
of age. The e day following ,(when the, mem- 
bers, of the church, were called together) was 
Thone | in thankſgiving, $90 this relation Was 


ed. Jan, 1..1505— 
Thomas Pre er, John N YE Nathaniel Nicks, 
'Sam. Tod. Fr: John Blackftill, John Brown, 
"Thomas Patty.” Joſeph Elling ord, Janiel 
Hart, Francis Howard, Robert Harris, Phi- 


tip SLOWary, Benjamiy Youth, Jeremiah Bax- 
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ter, Willtam Rawlings, Sarah Pryer, Mary 
Maxey, Mary Munings, Mary Munings,.jur. 
Elizabeth Munings, Sarah Speel, Mary 
Capes, Sarah Hible, 
N. B, The reaſon why we, the ſiſters, have 
FNgned this is, becauſe we have more narrowly 
learched her as to the hip.” 


APPENDIX VIL 


FarqQUENT mention having. been made in 
the foregoing. ſheets of the a/ociation-of. Phila» 
delphia it may not be impxoþer to ſay; ſome- 
thing of the origin—nature—and uſefulneſs of 
it, .The origin of it, undevits preſent name and 
regulation, 1s aſcertained' by the following pa- 


ragraph in the records of: Pennep 43 — 
«© Before our. general: meeting heldiat Philas * 


delphia inthe 5th menth 1707 it was concluds 
ed by the ſeveral congregations of our judgs+ 
ment to make choice: of fome particular breths 
ren {ſuch as they thought moſt: capable in- eve: 
ry congregation, and: thyfe. to meet at the 
yearly meeting to, conſult about ſuch:things as 
were. wanting in the church:and ſet - ther in 
order ;. and. thoſe brethren: met at the ſaid 
yearly meeting which began the 27th of the 
2th month onthe 7th day of the week, and-as 
greed that the. ſaid meeting; ſhould be continus 
ed till the third day. of the week. following in 
the. work, &c.” The'choſen brethren who met 
were'from Pennepek, Middletown, Piſcataqua, 
 Cohanſey-and Weltſhtra&t.. This was the time 
of the: aſſociation's | exiſtence.z and five chur« 
ches its conſtituents} Since, itthas increaſed ſo 


.as.to contain. 34 churches excluſive of thoſe 
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which have been detached to form another. aſ- 
ſociation. Before that period (Sept. 27. 1107) 


even from the firſt ſettlement of baptiſts about 


Delaware they had ſet up a general -meeting 
for preaching, adminiftring ordinances, &c, 
which meeting (as ' their then' ſcattered ſtate 
required ) was held in different places. The 


firſt, on record, was at Salem in the month of 
— May, 1688 when ſeveral were baptized and a 
. deacon ordained, Penn. Rec. page 4, 5. This 


was about-three months after Pennepek church 


__ was conſtituted ; the.next general meeting was 


held at Lowerdublin in-the fall of the fame 


year ; the next at Philadelphia in March 1689 


the fourth at Burlington in the ſummer follow- 
ing. Aﬀtegyyards it ſhifted to Cohanſey, Welſh- 
etown. and elſewhere. The peo- 
ple who lived in each of. thoſe places-called it 
a yearly meeting becauſe it. .came to them but 
once a year; but the miniſters and others who 


 ttended in every place ſpeak of it as a quarter- 


ly meeting, becauſe (I ſuppoſe) in one place or 


' another it was held four times within the com- 


paſs of twelve or thirteen months. - Some bu- 
ſineſs was done at. theſe meetings whereof ſee 


' one example p. 99 , bat then it was done with- 


out the authority of a delegation. 'Fhus they 
went on from 1688 to 1107 which was a peri- 
od of about 19 years; but in the-laſt mention- 
ed year. (Sep. 27) the general meeting which 
had been held at Philadelphia from 1689 was 
transformed into An aſſociation of meſſengers au- 


thorized by their refpedtive churches ts meditate and 


pxecute deſions of public good ; and has been con- 
tinued in the ſame place eyer ſince, one year 


excepted, The faid general qugeting (held in 
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three other places) is called: yearly meeting to 


this day-.. | This is the: ſtate: of matters now 
1770. It was pretty- much'the ſame 56 years 
ago, as appears by letter of Rev. Abel Mor» 
gan, addreſſed to the London miniſters and 
dated Philadelphia;-Aug. 12. 1514 © We now 
have for the better aFiſting ons the other four 
general meetings-;- one at Welſhtra& where all 
the pennſylvania churches reſort in May ; the 
ether at Cohanſey- where Philadelphia afliſts ; 
the third-at Middletown where Philadelphia 
alſo aſſils.; the fourth at Philadelphia in Sepr 
tember where all do reſort and where moſt of 
the public matters are- ſettled by meſſengers 
from every particular church;” The general 
meeting of Middletown 1s moveable, No pub- 
Itc buſineſs is done at theſe three y@@ly meet- 
mgs which makes ſome neglect them as unmear= 
ing aſſemblies, "The fourth, or aſlociation, is a 
meeting of buſineſs, 

From the oripin- of the aſſociation we pro» 
ceed to the nature thereof, It has been before 
ſtyled a confederate-body of delegates from the chur- 
ches ; but it 15 to be obſerved that their delega- 
tion raiſes them no higher than an adviſory coun- 
ct ; it gives them no eccleſiaſtical legiſlature, 
nor juriidiftion, nor coercive power, nor any 
thing elſe which may interfere with the rights 
of particular churches, or thoſe of private 
judgment. Some motions were made'in 1766 
and afterwards which (if admitted one” way) 
would have brought in, by way of appeal, mat- 
ters that had been determined 1n particular 
-churches ; but an effetual oppoſition was made 


to the motions from an apprehenſion that as 


ſoon as the: aflociation ſtarts from its preſent 
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frmbaſis of an avvisory. eounerr ſo ſoon 
will it become contemptible for want of power: ; 
or, having power, become tyrannical, as al 
allemblies of the kind have proyed. Nay, the 
very word appeal has a caveat upon it in the 
records, lelt the judgment or advice which the 
allociation give upon matters brought before 
them, by the mutual conſent of churches or 
Farties concerned, ſhould be conſidered as. de- 
citive, or the adts of a ſuperior judicature 
The perſons who form this affociation = hint- 
ea Lefore) are delegates or meſſengers from the 
ehurches, The choice-falls generally on the 
miniters and elders er deacons. With them. 
each church ſends a letter addrefled to theaflo- 
c:1ation containing the names of their meflen- 
gers and an exact account of their church fate, 
with a ſpecttication- of what advice or help they 
want The time when the afloctation meet, 
1s the Tueſday after the ſecond Sunday in Oc- 


tober, It continues commonly -to the Thurt- 


day or Friday following. Then the meſſen- 
vers return With letters to their reſpective 
churches. Theſe Tetters contain an exa&t ac-, 
count of the number of communicants in each 


church; the number baptized, reitored by re- 


pentance, or otherwiſe added in the.year ; the 
number dead, excommunicated or otherwile. 
loſt ; the opinion of the affociation upon que- 
ries brought into it ; their advice relative to 
things whereof it-was aſked ; the times when 


vacant churches are to be ſupplied, and by 


whom ; with minutes of the tranſattions, &c: 


"Theſe letters have of late years been printed— 


The manner in which the affoctation 1s con=- 
dutted is as followeth. After divine ſervice-(a- 


% 
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part of. whicl is.a diſcourſe on ſome article in 
the Century confe effion ) the moderator for the pre- 
ceding year nominates a ſucceſſor and a ſecre- 
tary ;; theſe being approved and ſeated the let- 
ters to the aſlociation are called for, and read, 

and the names of the meſſengers enrolled, 

which commonly finiſhes the buſineſs of the 
firſt day. The next (and each ſucceeding) 
day they, meet 'at appointed hours, and after 
calling the roll. over. proceed to bulineſs. All 
matters are determined by majority of voices, 
except what are determined by ſcripture; ſuch 
things are never put to the deciſion of votes. 
All the meſlengers may freely ſpeak to any mat- 
ter in hand, and make replies and rejoinders, 
obſerving decorum and addrefhing themſelves 
to the moderator, Nothing 1s put to vote till 
all have ſaid what they chuſfe -to offer. The 
buſineſs of the laſt fitting 1s to frame and ign 
the circular, and other public letters ; to ap- 
point a preacher for next affociation, and his 
{abjec&t. It thould be obſerved that each litting 
and rifing is attended with prayer by the mo- 
derator— — Churches are received into this 
allociation by petitions, ſetting forth their de- 
ſire to be admitted ; their faith and order, and 
willingnefs to conform to the rules of the aflo- 
ciated body. *' A petition being read, and ſuff- 
rage in its favour being obtained, the moderz2- 


tor declares that ſuch a church 1s Teceived ; in 


token of which he gives the meſſengers the right 
hand of fellowthip, and bids them take their 
ſeats. 

The laſt thing REFESD was to ſay ſorne- 
thing of the uſefulneſs of this E—=5 And 
the experience of 63 years'hath ſhown. it to be 
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ſo conſiderable as to recommend ſuch a com 
bination of churches, were there no divine pre- 
cept or precedent for it, I will mention ſome 
late inſtances (1) It hath made the baptiſts z 
reſpectable body of people in the eye of other 
ſocieties and of the civil powers on this conti- 
nent—The baptiſts of Montague pleaded a law 
of the province for their exemption-from mi- 
niſterial tax ; ' but the court would not hear 
them till they ſhewed their conne&ion with 2 
branch of the aſſociation of - Philadelphia 
Their brethren of Aſhfield had-- 395 acres of. 
land taken from them towards-building a preſ- 
byterian meeting houſe and paying a preſbyte- 
rian miniſter ; they applied for help to the ſaid 
brar ch ot the affociation who have engaged the. 
reſtoration of their property by laying their 
caſe before the king, if they cannot ſucceed with 
the aſſembly of Boſton Rev, John Davis. 
upon ſettling in Maryland was much harraſled- 
till the aſſociation eſpouſed his: cauſe ; then he 
had peace, and is now much eſteemed in the 
neighbourhood The rev. David Thomas 
A.M. was roughly treated in Virginia by botlr 
mobs and magiſtrates ; he applied to the court. 
of Williamſburg for his qualifications 1n-order 
to obtain the prote&ion of the toleration act. 
The court would not know him. He then ap- 
plied to the aſſociation of Philadelphia for ad- ' 
vice; he had it, and returned, and is now 
under the proteQion of the Law Rev. No- 
ah Hammond of Longiſland was treated by his 
neighbours as if he were no miniſter in the ſenſe 
of the law ; and conſequently they noiſed it a- 
broad that the marriages he performed were 
not legal, and that the iflue would not be legi-. 
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rimare. 'This greatly diſquieted him and the- 
parties concerned ; but upon the reception of 
him and his church into the- affociation the: 
elamor ceaſed (2) "The: ſaid combination of 
ohurches has in a good meaſure remedied the 
. Pernicious effects of the pruritus. praedicandt: 
which rages ſo much-in America... One of the 
firſt reſolves is; «+ That no man ſhall be al-: 
towed: to- preacl-among-the aſſociated churches: 
except he produce credentials of his being in- 
communion with: his-church, and of their ha- 
ving called and- licenſed him to preach”. Be- 
fore: this, vain and inſufficient men would 1et: 
themſelves up to be preachers, and.{troll about. 
the country. under the name of baptiſt mini- 
ters ;- alſo miniſters degraded and excommuni- 
eated, who with-theip inſafhciency and immo- 
rality brought diſgrace. on the very name_of 
baptiſts (3) The ſaid affociation has been ve- 
ry beneficial to the churches concerned in ma- 
ny other reſpe&ts. Some have been ſupplied 
with money. towards erefting places of wor- 
{hip ; ſome to defend themſelves againſt. op+ 
preſſors, as is now the caſe with reſpeCt-to-the 
churches of Newengland, for whom a conſi- 
derable ſum 1s raiſed ; ſome to relieve their ne- 
ceflities, as-in the caſe of the brethren of:Kono- 
lowa who were driven from their habitations 
by the Indians; ſome are afliſted with counſel 
and advice when in difficulties among them- 
ſelves, as appears by the records of the afſoci- 
ation ; ſome with miniſterial helps, whereo£ 
many inſtances appear in the yearly letters to. ' 
the churches, Many other evidences of its uti» 
lity might be produced. Of any ill effect at- 
tending-it I: have. not known one inſtance; ner 


: "0 a y 
ther have I heard any clamor againſt 'it except 
from the felt-made preachers and degraded cul- 
prits before mentioned whoſe trade. is almoſt 
ruined hereby, and who (like quack-doctors 
and pettytogging lawyers) do:rmore harm than- 
good (4) But whati deem the chief adyan- 
tage of this aflociation (and indeed the: ſpring 
of . all the benefits before mentioned) - is, . that: 
it introduces into: the: viſtble- church what are 


| called joints .and bands whereby the whole body is 


knit together and compadted for tncreaſe by that which 
every part ſupplieth. And therefore 1t 1s. (as hint- 
ed.in the preface): that I am ſo anxious to ren- 
der the faid combination. of baptiſt churches 
univerſal upon - this - continent. And ſhould 
God give me ſucceſs herein, as in the: affair of 
the baptiſt college, I ſhall deem myſelf the- 
happieſt man-'on. earth... | 


A'PP.EN:DIAX VIL. 


THr ovGHn-it be doubtful whether:a nation of 


ancient Britons (ufually called Wel/h [dans } 


do exiſt in America yet the grounds of the. con» 


Jecture are not to'be deſpiſed. It is no longer 


than 1567 fince ſome Indians'from the back of 
lake Superior averred at Quebec © That far 
weſtward of them was a tribe of white people 


who wore beards,: and dreſſed differently from 


the Spaniards, French and Engliſh ; that they 
had the uſe of arms, poſſefled a well improved . 
country, but were very ſhy of the black Indi-- 
ans, '&c.” See the account publiſhed at Lon- 
don 1n the Ledger of Feb. 2.1768. However, . 
our forefathers believed there were ſuch a peo- 
ple, as appears by their letters; one of which : 
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addreſſed to the Britiſh Society, and dated. 
hiladelphia, Mar. 1, 1733—4) 1s as follow- 
eth. 


Gentlemen, 

« IT is not unknown to you that Maddoc 
Gwynedd, prince of Wales: did; about 500 
years ago, ſail tothe weſtward with ſeveral 
thips and a great number of his ſubjeQs.; and 
was never heard of after. Some reliques of the 
Welſh tongue being found in old: and deſerted. 
ſettlements about the Miflifhippi,. make it pro- 


bable that he failed uy that river, And. we,, 


being moved wtth brotherly love-to our coun- 
trymen, are meditating to goin ſearch of them z 
but are diſcouraged by the diſtance-of the place, 


and uncertainty of the courſe we ſhould ſteer... 


If you can give us any mformation and direc- 
tion, together with-ſome help to bear the ex- 
pence we ſhall find men adventurous-enough to 
undertake the expedition; having no other end 
in view than to carry the goſpel of peace a- 


mong our ancient brethren.; and belteving it 
will beto the enlargement of the britiſh Empire- 
in Ameriea, and a proof of prior Tight to the- 
whole continent, ſhould we happily ſacceed.. 
We remain, Gentlemen, Tour loving coun-: 


trymen, 
Nathaniel Jenkins, Tfohn Davis, 
Benj. Griffiths, David Evans, ' 
Joſeph Eaton, Rynallt Howel. ”? 
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SOME places are famons m hiſtory for has 
ving been the baptifterions of the ancients, -as- 


Jardan,. Anon and Bethabara in Paleſtine ; 
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Swale, Gwenie, &c. in England, particularly 
Swale which St. Auſtin is faid to have conſe- 
crated and therein to have baptized 10000 in 
the depth of winter about the year 595, And 
why ſhould not Schuylkill be-mentioned with 
Jordan, Swale and Gwenie, ſeeing there is 'a 
like reaſon for it, eſpecially that -part delineate- 
ed in the frontiſpiece.? In this river-I have 
baptized many. My predeceflor, Rev. ].. Jones, 
&c. had done the ſame before me. Nay, a late 
clergyman- of the church of England was wont 
to make this river his' baptiſterion,, The part 
above refered- to is-about a mile and- a halt- 
out of Philadelphia ; and is not only conve- 
ment for the celebration-of baptiſm but moſt 
delightful for rural ſceneries.:Hither the towns 
people in ſummer reſort for recreation and en- 
tertainment. To this river hath Francis Hop= 
kinfon Eſq. led his bards and literati to- ſweep. 
their lyres and meditate on juſtice. aud religi- 
on'*. Round faid {pot areHarge oak, afford- 
ing fine ſhade. Underfoot, is a green, varie- 
gated with: wild. flowers and aromatic herbs. 
Juſt by was-lately ereted a houſe. for” dreſling 
and undreiÞing,.and for the uſe-of the profeuches 
of the ancients... AR. xvi, 13: it 1s divided into 
two rooms by a hanging partition, and ſo con» 
trived that-wherrthe partition 1s lifred up and 
the doors opened, and the folding ſhutter in 
the front let down, that it reſembles an alcove, 
facing a proſpe& of land, wood, water, rocks, 
hills, boats, &c. In the-midit of-this ſpot 1s a 


- large ftone riſing about three feet above ground, 


round-which I have often ſeen the people (in 


* Sce his pretty poem, called SCIENCE 


+ 

imitation of Chriſt,- Lu. iii, 21) kneel to pray 
after baptiſm had been adminiſtred, The top 
1s made level by art, and ſteps hewn-to aſcend ; 

on the top ſtands the miniſter to preach to the 
people Ka 63 reſort thither to ſee baptiſm per- 
formed ; and a multitude of hearers he com- 
monly has. I haye once reckoned: there 32 
_ carriages, and have often ſeen preſent from 100 
_ to 1000 people, all behaving much better. than 
in ſome other. places. With theſe exerciſes of 
religion and Ss delightfulneſs of the place - 
ny confeſs to have had fuch teelings as the diſ- 


ciples when they ſaid, Lord, it is good for us to * 


be here | Let us here ered tabernacles ! By . way 
of concluſion to this appendix I will add the 
_ kymn that is wont to he ſung in this place up- 
on the occaſions before named, with ſome ad- 


_ ditions to accommodate it to Helmſley-tune ;, if 


it be ſting to the old tune the additions [in 
. crotchets] mult be omitted, and two verſes put 
_ together. 

£ { SCRUYLKILL HYMN. 


Teſus maſter O. diſcover 

- Pleaſure in us, now we ſtand 

On' this bank of Schuylkill river, 

To obey thy great command, 

- [Pleaſure in us, pleaſure in us, pleaſure in us, 

| Who obey thy great command} 


Make this-ſtream, -like Jordan, blefled, 
 Leprous Naamans enter ifi. 
h Rik faith Jeſus, -be- baptized, 

And you waſh away your fin. 


 £8e Mou be baptized, be baptized, 
a J% waſe away your 6] cans 


- Tt 332 ) 

Here the world-and fleſh and devil 

We do ſolemnly renounce ; 

Here we. vow. to ceaſe-from evil ; 

4 And a life tv-God. announce. 

x [ Geafe from evil, ceaſe from evil, ceaſe from-evil,. 
5 --- And a life to God. announce. 


Of our vows this ſtone's a token 
Stone of witneſi* bear record 
*Gainſt us, if our vows be broken 
'Or if we forſake the Lord. 


[ Solemn vowing, ſolemn vowing, folemn VOWINGs 
Stone of witneſs bear record.}- 


7% 40 5 24% =? A ») X04 > by 
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Help us, thou baptized Jeſus! 
4 | What we vowed to fulfil, 
j :Of our fears of failing eaſe us. 
| Form, and mould .us.to thy will, 
[Help us Jeſus, help us Jun help us Je fa 


; What we vowed to fulfil 

> 

in Hence we go our way rejoicing 

q Conſcious of our pleaſing God, k 


_ Fol wing Jeſus ſtill propoſing 

-In the Paths his: feet have trod. 

It [ Go rejoicing, g9 rejoicing, g9 rejoicing, 
Conſotons of our pleaſing Gd] 


* And Joſhua—took a great lone, and' fet-it-up” there 
b under an oak, that was by the ſanQtuary of the Lord, 


i And Joſhua ſaid urito; all the people, Behold, this ſtone 
| _, Jhall be a witneſsanto us; for it ath keard all thewords, 


of the Lord which+he ſpake unto us; it ſhall be there- 


Fore a witneſs gato you, - leit ye deny your, Gob, Foul 
| IX1v,. A060, 37 
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Tas errors, both of the printer and of the” 


Writer, which have been diſcovered in the fore» 


going ſheets may be thus redtified,  ÞP. 


for one read partly 

for the other read and partly 
for Tuncters read Tunkers 
for purchas read purchaſe 
for Elizabeth read Eleanor 
for 1688 read 1687—8 
for c:uſel read ceunſel 

Cele and ordained 

for Elias read Silas 

for an acre read a prece 

for t9111b/tone read headſtone 
for Hugh Morris read James James 
for Bonhams read Bonds 
for 19 read 29 

for one year read ten years 
for 20 read 23 


for Jame year read following year 
for Tho's Killingworth read John Waits 


for Jedediah read Fedidiah. 
for 1690 read 1686 
for Llanſcrnach read Llandydech 
for 1461 read 1760 , 

_ for Newbritain read Montgomery: '- 
for 3252 read 3250 
for 668 read 678 

for 31 read 34 

for had read hath 

for was read is 

dele-ard in 1102 built a place of nor 


ſhip in Oxford townſhip 
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'6 28 
5 &title 
6 29 
3-9 
6-70 
$S:+-3 
b5..4 
11 '14 
16 '32 
16 33 
17 26- 
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'29 . 


( 134. ) 
dele ard their meeting houſe being taken 
from them | 59 3 
for they built read they and others while 
retthian baptiſts built 62-5 
lor Sarah Branſon read William and 
 Sargh Branſon 41 23 
for three hundred read three hundred 
| and thirty 
. after 7h, Morgan add the following 
paragraphs 
(5) Seventy eight pounds fifteen ſhillings 
the gift of Francis and Amy Pullin tc 
wards diſcharging the debt of half; the 
tot en which the meeting houſe flands. 
(6) Thirty pounds the gift of Steph. An- 
thony towards diſcharging the debt con» 
4 trated in building the meeting houſe 4L- 28 


The end of the firſt: volume. The 
fecond volume (containing Materzals 


fowards a Srory of the Baptiſts in New- 


}; jerſey) will be 'publiſhicd with all con- 
- venitnt ſpeed, | 
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g . 1 eland until about 176 .- \ coopting ; 

from America, he,) 2achet js. C j [4 
until abont 1770: ;/ et your 

yoted -mostly to” Baptist history Yo. 'Y V 

churches, and reading *leoturge Id 

ty.?:,Part of his collections,F ray 
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18's New-England works 3 | Þ.f 
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eX k b1s own printlike Lane, 
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nodestly deeignates his works, EM. 

{oroards" history, but they & BY 

For narrow of the matter arrival. 

5g - from Pennsylvania to Georg] 

+ Feost the hiring” of two horgg _ 

Of about three thonsand milk 3< | 

gat 1770 appeared his Ske 2 LS 

Baptists, of whieh. .::: 5 12 ns 

He lost thirty pounds inf'Y "> Rs 

f which were afterward 

bhany discouragement HO IEN 

he persevered in big 

after generations, _ E.. 

Ny -Jer8ey he ©visited theft 
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| #. gyah EC AITE e328 VU! ”? AGO, Er "” Lag MI 42 
$13 iis author was a native of "Wales tal ; 
began to preach while in his teens, labs 
nzefully and acceptably in England ann 
: Ireland until about 1761. Accepting a cal 1 
from America, ke preached.in” Philadel 
until about 1770; His last years won de 
yoted mostly . to Baptist history, vacant” 


churches, and reading lectures in diy- 
| ty.” Part of his collections, trayellid 
| | lar northward as New-Hampshire, af Ne 
| ' | in Baekns's New-England works ; he 
' | John Leland facts for Southern higt Dr, 
he had two volumez printed ; and "thy 
| | exisf, in his own printlize hand, unp 
lished mannscripts. = 4 
| '| He modestly designates 18 works, "<a, i 
| terials towards” hiztory, but they con tains 
the very marrow of the matter arrived F'Y, 3 -—"*' 
E Viguing from Pennsylvyania to Georgia 
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| dike 2 eost tre Inring of two horaey. @ 1th 8 % 
21 2 ride 0f abons three thonsand miles? "*h i BA 
Pa | About 1770 appeared his Ske tehes '? ? 
i Pennsylvania Baptists, of whieh I have: wo | 
= | copy. He lost thirty ponnds in the works; 4. | 
= coplcg of whe th were atterward m teranad 4\ 
A | With many disevuragemeonts, even fro of 
Baptists, he pers? _— in his dexign/ 
- (gf benefit after generations, Py ra 
1 | In New-Jerscy he *fvi8ited tc eur ki 


from Cape May to Wantage. Tt chaired 
eight montns' time, and ne early vbirt 3y 
hundred miles? waret 7 EXAMmInInNg - 
and township records, qnestioning <<ancien 
per80ns,” &c. His raoss extremes Pgin 1 
_ | was on foot, the ice making ridin | ;- Fo Dgeors 
ond ous, He then compiled 7 ls toward 
4a History of the Baptists 6 
{a well-wori borrowed ay. 0 of. 
ore me, It has 156 8ma 
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Lind $4454 ISY! RY, >a, 
BP TYRIch wore taken” bo 
s, most of them outside of the £ 
90, the Philadelphia Azzociation' ap. 
| p65 $I Jones, B. Allisvn and 0. Hart 
by * evi 3e the work, which they probably 
$I did not appear nntil 1792, to which 
yeahgome details are carried. About eighty 
d ed ministers are sketched, and .80me 
c@n tiates and other members, and. alzo 
ent 7-mne churches, including three Sab - 
taflans, one 'Tunker and one Rogerene 
The ministers are in a 8imilar 


MELTS 


Ihv17: 


| 01 


« ming 


4 
"7 


4 > Covering One Century. 

+ The work begins with the first eburch 
{1 =O 

formarron at Middletown, in 1688, and 
At with thas of Cance- Brook (now 


” Ns 


ft: Weld) i in 1786. 
__ Localities. Fe 
V , Edwards's firzt point was a clear 
ption of the 8ite of each church as to 
t = by connty, eourze and disbkance 
fram'Philadelphia ; size and age of houges 
Fob and grounds appurtenant ;- by 
whom. and when lands were parchased or 
giveng#Whether the houzes had or had not 
stoven.ts- keep them warm ; numbery*of | 
fa un cally worshipping in them, and of.) 
members of 'church ; times of receiying 

, the Lord's Supper ; calary of pastor or sup- 
Gy ply, How raiszed, &:, Many places have 
| chan; ed names 8ince- this book was writ- 
7] ten. S The mo3k notable geographical error 
is the repeated location. of **Wrentham” mm 


Conggaticnt, whiek' j$ joins on the north- 
yorner, but is. really in Mas8a0 ugetts. 


$0 : Jy 3V __  Uistories. | m__ 
' | | Hao ROT ories of each church are. 
ci from records or. tradition - much 
tibn of townabip Settlements, von- 
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| perio iod, he found 7 ith o original pa 
| thr "otlicet, ohicrohes —Middleth * | 
way, and Cohansey ; and gomse © Mt Wt T7 - +, 
were meagre and unzsatisfactory. - Fire iy 
| consurned z0me papers of valze, Mr: Ed- 
wards having had a house burned in which 
| was a volnme prepared for the press. The 
Revolution, had scattered zome records, and 
| gro88 earelesness in the matter was 'olten 


-0 
5, bes 


| evident, of Salem he wrote, *T-hiave A 
been 0. y as to find the history of "this nt 
| church. rea y to my hand,” by Job Shep- | Ih x | 
| pardy its firs minister. Other aids had ; | 
'' pportunely rendered. ONT. l 
: Family Records. p* by 
| pt ca8es, Mr. Edwards was able to - 


= anes of -all constitaent 1embergj"of 
QD ot uppozed to be among the earlier, . 


4 
ge « mw 
SB + 2% 


B&.80e friends who were not,,g "Tn 
ants, Often the names of wi pe | £ 

t 7, fs f þ 

4 s incidentally appear, als0 of ww; q- 
clan, whether married or sing 0, of þ» "7 
h whtei they intermarrl oy | FEE A « 

| es Su 7. 8 

of grandchildron—thus give be ty 4 | 

by living a clew bo their Vas. > mw FI 

Some 'of these domestic data are mwle { 

[2 mily j.Þ >r8onal. Of one Jeceazed preagyey 4 3 'E 
Fy F 
» to write : **One of his 8ons f. 

a but not a very intelligent man} for: 1 [# 


whic hk” reas0n” (and the loss of the ent 
| records) his history could not be odiainodivi | 
| Of another: *His grandson, Seth, is yet. 
| alive, and tells me that he has upwards of | 
f of Wy own offspring to follow him to 


- py a” 


e afins had preferred a single life, 
' hitherto . jos b preference he obtained 

| (perhaps) while he lived with the Tunkers 
of Epbrata [Penn.] However, mat be, it 
is hoped he learned from the Tr T8 5g be 
meek, harmless, anda Bible Chrk is! 5 for 
4 I know of no better pattomnafh 


> — = 


= G Zomarkables.” 
'Thesse incl " we might elassify as 


Tevivals ; ; ministers aud churches going out 
from a particular ehnreh ; sketeh of the 
aged mother of the Stout family; Mrs. | 
| Carman's recovery z Dr, Allison's varief 
4 avcomplisiments ; Deacon Edwards's 86- 
| £nd-8ight; 80M8 variations of religious 
lo AS z "rige of Wantage.churech, baptizm 


©» AL 4 


{ | FaoludeC without outside help; whether 
<-/j one, banizhed from the pulpit for eanse, 
{8 should ever again enter, &ec. 
= 
| 
| 
| 


xi. names abound i in these records 
s, Patience James, Karenhappuch 
a Prudence Keazbey, Rachel 
| KF -Sneathing, Aiothes Smith, Recompense 
| 1 Stanhery, Temperance Calan: Salety 
j £36 Ezekiel Mount, Alia Worth, Bea- 
Shel , Joanna Feeble; Patienee Bloom, 
a ame. dpubtien, of _—_ 
Per80ns, Which now 8ecm As 8ingu- 


WL 


Kas ours will to those of A.D. 1976... 


ol her neople and annoying them in 


| i Bs, they were fined and whipped 
for their folly. In other places, wrote Mr. 
Edwards; *they have been taken out of 
' meeting-honses with much pleasantry, and 
Shut up in stables, pen-folds (and once mn a 
hog-pen), till worship was over. Paul 
; 8peaks of some people who pleaged "ob G 
and were contrary to all men.” 


«Yigcellancous?? They are brief-aotices of | 


c fenes” were a 8ect that 80ught to 


awful ways. At Schooleys, and ©) 


fauntical pri] is extinct, kc TON 


- Temporalities. 


That word comprehended the lots, farms 
or *«lantations” given to or hought for a 
church, as als9, any money or other valua- 
| | bles invented, with the names of donors. 
Most 80ms are given in pounds—a Jersey 
pound being three-fifths of a pound 8ter- 
| ing, Thus Hunnah Chesterman gave Mid- 
dletgywn church half a plantation; which 
half bronght 356 pounds ; James Glover, 
E=q., wilied 100 acres on the death of the 
| oveupant ; Jonathan Holmes leſt 400 

pounds, and Eider Abel Morgan a bend of 

150. A hundred acres on Shrewshury 

Rirer, and 09 pounds at interess, were 
| Jarge helps to a Irugal pastor. That church 
; had three meeting-houses ©finished as usnal, 
| but all wanting stoves to make them eom- 
{ forkable in winter” —and that in 1790 ! 
Cape May had about seventy acres of 
| 2661 Jands and buildings ; plenty of fish 
| may be had here with little trouble ;” they 
| WeTe T0 have oene-taird of a plantation on 
of testator's wiaow ;- and there were 
other 8mall legacies. With thegg/",” 
writes Mr. Edwards, and the 
revival of religion, the living at the Caps: ©” 
will be considerable.” 

Mr. Wilson, ab Hightstown, had r—_ 
pounds zalary, and perquisites. With a _. 
congregation of 250 families, wedding-fees 
promised a condition endurable in*those 
frugal days., ED 

Kingwood with 205 familits, rave one 
hundred pounds and perquisites ; Hope- 
well had 133 acres in a valuable i 
and ten legacies ; Scotch Plains gave 
- pounds aud perquisites. 
| Other churebes \ were not 80 well pple 
Some thad+ y 0 temporalitios.” At Mar 

| }Mtr. Cox bad a bushel pf. - 
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1f not by annnal contributions. 


little more—p erhaps less. But it is evident 
that, for the time, most of the Baptists of 


 Now-Jerzey were wise and considerate in,” 


providing for their pastors by settlements/ 
Continental Depreciation, = 0 


The patriotizm of the Jerseymen was 
evinced in the fact that most of them placed 


their church money, as well as their awn, 
in Continental funds,"thereby losing large- 


ly during the war of the Revolution. Un- 


| fortunately, with all his wisdom and his 


erndM*n, Mr. Edwards had a on, an of- 
ficer in the Britich Army, which fact may 
have bazed him into that prejudiced and 
negative poxition against the Whig cane, 
whieh deprived him of former influence and 
embittered his 'latter days. His feelings 


| were evinced in hisstatement that a church 


fund was *reduced to a pittance by that 
8acrilegious thing, Congress-money”—*re- 
duged to a pittance by the fore-mentioned 
rghber of churches.” The end was **the 
zo0d time which we have seen”; the then 
F ſent evil times.” Of one mel leg- 
269, Congress-money has taken a good 

te off. Mrs. Elizabeth Hobbs, of Hope- 
well, left £350, the interest to aid minis- 
terial candidates; but *Congress-money 
has dissipated two-thirds of the widow's 
bounty.” Another bequest **did feteh a 


pretty penny, but now valued at only three 


pounds per year.”  Seotch Plains ais0 lost, 
and Mr, Edwards exclaimed, **O, thon rob- 
ber of -ehurches, and of the fathorless and 
widow, what hast thou to answer for! Can 
aw end gained by 8nch means proper ? 
The Widow [raothgp ?] of Mice 


Kone for every monthlyFisit. Ted 


A ured 
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If revolution do as mnc 
| into the blegsing of the widow and father- 
less and . chrtrehes P? , In noticing Samnel 
| Heaton's ten children, Mr&dwards quoted : 
*Ttake it that a man who raises a family 
does 8  nobler feat than Alexander or 
Ceaar, of ever did.” (Does that 
| mean Wazhington, who was childless ex- 
' cepting as a nation hailed him father ?) 
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